
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Trail of Michael Dries from Albany Twp., Berks, PA to Ross County, OH 

 

The attached document was written as additional supportive evidence when questions that were 

raised by a genealogist at the National level of Sons of the American Revolution when I submitted 

an application to show lineage to Michael Treece as a Supplemental Patriot in 2019. That 

genealogist quite correctly requested documentation to verify that the Michael Treece who died in 

Ross County, Ohio in 1808 was the same Michael Treece who paid the 1779 Supply Tax in Berks 

County PA, since more than one Michael Treece resided in Berks County at that time. This 

document is cited in Lantz-Crossley: An Experience in Genealogy, Volumes I - IV, Third Edition 

with Supplement I & II by Raymond C. Lantz. 

 

 

         William V. Gehrlein 

         Lewes, DE 

         14 June 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Trail of Michael Dries from Albany Twp., Berks, PA to Ross County, OH 

Showing which Michael Dries from Berks County, PA died in Ross County, OH starts by 

tracking four Dries Family members with PA tax records. Cornelius Dries died intestate in 

Albany Twp., Berks, PA about 1761, and his eldest son Jacob became executor. The plan that 

Jacob submitted to settle the estate is attached, indicating that Cornelius owned 295 acres of land 

in Albany Township that was to be distributed, along with other property, among the six children 

of Cornelius: Jacob, John, Michael, Magdelena, Anna Maria and Barbara. John and Michael 

were both minors at that time. The three brothers Jacob, John and Michael showed up with their 

inherited property in Albany Township tax records in 1779. These three brothers then continued 

to move from place to place as a group over time. The confounding component is that another 

Michael* Dries appears in Albany Township Tax records, who ultimately settled in Longswamp 

Township, Berks County. The following summary tracks these four Dries Family members and 

when they appeared in Albany Township from 1779 to 1785. The tax records are attached for 

each year, and Michael* was not present on the tax lists until 1782. 

Tax Records Albany Township, Berks County, PA 

Year Jacob John Michael Michael* 

1779 250 Acres 

Blacksmith 

80 Acres 140 Acres      X 

1780 130 Acres 

Blacksmith 

90 Acres 135 Acres      X 

1781 130 Acres 

Blacksmith 

90 Acres 135 Acres      X 

1782 164 Acres 90 Acres 123 Acres 0 Acres 

(Junior ?) 

1783 130 Acres        X 130 Acres 0 Acres 

1784 130 Acres        X 130 Acres 0 Acres 

1785        X        X         X      X 

Since all members of the Dries Family were absent from Albany Township in 1785, they must be 

tracked with other tax records. The three brothers who did pay the 1779 Supply Tax in Berks 

County re-united in Northumberland County, PA in 1785, while Michael* who did not pay the 

1779 Supply Tax moved to Longswamp Township, Berks County in 1785. A summary of the tax 

records for Michael* is given by (copies of yearly records are attached): 

Tax Records Longswamp Township, Berks County, PA 

Year Jacob John Michael Michael* 

1784       X        X        X      X 

1785       X        X        X  0 Acres 

Occupant? 

1787       X        X        X 13 Acres 

“Taylor”      

1788       X        X        X 18 Acres 

“Taylor” 

Michael* Dries apparently remained in Longswamp Township. 



A summary of the records for the brothers Jacob, John and Michael Dries who moved to Penns 

Township, Northumberland County, starting in 1785, is given by (tax records are attached): 

Tax Records Penns Township, Northumberland County, PA 

Year Jacob John Michael Michael* 

1784                              

1785  200 Acres 100 Acres 100 Acres        X 

1786  200 Acres     100 Acres 100 Acres         X 

1787  250 Acres  50 Acres  600 Acres            X 

1788         X        X        X        X 

All three Dries brothers were absent from Penns Township tax records in 1788 and they instead 

appeared in Beaver Township, Northumberland County. 

Tax Records Beaver Township, Northumberland County, PA 

Year Jacob John Michael Michael* 

1787       X       X             X        X 

1788  250 Acres 100 Acres 400 Acres        X 

Jacob remained in Beaver Township and died there in 1794, and a copy of his will is attached to 

show two things.  First, his will had executors from both Beaver Township and Albany 

Township to show this is the correct Jacob Dries. Second, it states that John Dries, with whom 

Jacob had purchased property in Beaver Township, was his brother. John Dries died in Beaver 

Township in about 1802. 

Michael Dries later moved to Ross County, OH. His probate records from there state that he had 

14 children, and a number of them are listed as being residents of Union County, PA (attached), 

which had been partitioned from Northumberland County. In particular, Michael’s daughter 

Elizabeth Treece Dean was listed as being a resident of Beaver Township (attached) in a 

property transfer of land in Ohio to her sister that was associated with the probate. This connects 

the Michael Dries who died in Ohio back to Beaver Township with his brothers Jacob and John, 

and all three brothers paid the 1779 Supply Tax in Berks County, PA. 

 

         William V. Gehrlein 

         Lewes, DE 

         3 February 2019 

 

 

     

 

 

 



Cornelius Dries Probate Record 

 

 



Cornelius Dries Probate Record 

 

 

 



Albany Township 1779 

 

 

 



Albany Township 1780 

 

 



Albany Township 1781 

     

 

 

 

 

 



 

Albany Township 1782 

 



  

Albany Township 1783 

 



 

Albany Township 1784 

 

 

 



 

Albany Township 1785 

 

 



Longswamp Township 1784 

 



 

Longswamp Township 1785 

 

 

 

 

 



Longswamp Township 1787 

 



Longswamp Township 1788 

 

 



Penns Township 1785 

 

 

 

 



Penns Township 1786 

 

 

 



Penns Township 1787 

 



Beaver Township 1788 

 

 



Jacob Dreese Will dated 12 FEB 1794: Wills and Probate Records, Northumberland 

County, PA, Book 1, page 126. 

 

 

 



Jacob Dreese Will dated 12 FEB 1794: Wills and Probate Records, Northumberland 

County, PA, Book 1, page 127. 

 

 



Michael Dries Probate Records 

 

 



Michael Dries Probate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Michael Dries Probate 

 

 


