The Parents of Sarah Ann Jenks

No hard evidence has been found that definitely shows who the parents were of the Sarah Ann
Jenks who married Spencer Clay Gunn. However, this study combines a large amount of related
evidence to show that in all likelihood her parents were Obadiah and Cleora (Worden) Jenks.

William V. Gehrlein
Lewes, DE
15 April 2020



There is no doubt regarding the identity of the wife of Spencer Clay Gunn, since her name Sarah
A. Jenks is prominently shown on their gravestone in Plattsburgh NY in Figure 1.
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Spencer C. Gunn
Born

March 25, 1816
Died
July 19, 1879
Sarah A. Jenks
His Wife
Born
Jan. 19, 1819
Died
Feb. 1, 1892
Figure 1. Spencer and Sarah Gunn gravestone in Riverside Cemetery, Plattsburgh, NY.

There are many posted family trees that identify the parents of Sarah Ann Jenks as Obadiah and
Cleora (Worden) Jenks. However, no actual documented historical evidence has been found to
give any factual support for that claim. The purpose of this study is to gather together a large
amount of circumstantial evidence that has been found that supports the statement that Obadiah
and Cleora (Worden) Jenks were the parents of the Sarah Ann Jenks who married Spencer Clay
Gunn.

The apparent link between Spencer and Sarah started with some connection that existed between
their grandparents’ families in Shaftsbury, Vermont, and we will look at these families in turn.

Spencer Gunn’s Parents and Grandparents

The ancestors of Spencer Clay Gunn are known from The Children of Aaron D and Philinda
Stratton Gunn. Spencer’s parents were Aaron D. Gunn and Philinda Stratton. Both parents were
born in Bennington/Shaftsbury, VT and they were married in Shaftsbury on 13 December 1813.
Their son Spencer was born in Vermont on 25 March 1816. The couple had three other sons:
Jefferson, Cornelius and Cyrenius who were all born in New York State. Aaron’s father was



Moses Gunn, and Figure 2 shows the blue highlighted entry for the Moses Gunn Family in the
1790 Federal Census in Shaftsbury, VT.
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Figure 2. Federal Census Record for Shaftsbury, Bennington County, Vermont, page 7.

The Federal Census entry for Moses Gunn indicates that the household contained four males
under the age of 16, and one of these boys would have been Aaron D. Gunn who was born in

July of 1790.
Judah Worden and his Daughter Cleora

The name Judah Worden appears on the same page of the 1790 Federal Census for Shaftsbury,
VT as the Moses Gunn entry, and it is highlighted in yellow in Figure 2. That indicates that there
were three females in the Worden household, and one of them was daughter Cleora Worden who
was born 11 January 1783. The appearance of the Moses Gunn and Judah Worden Family
entries on this same page for the Federal Census indicates that they lived in rather close
proximity near Shaftsbury, VT to suggest that the family members probably knew each other.

The Worden Genealogy (1868) in Figure 3 indicates that Judah Worden was the son of Peter
Worden of New Providence, Rl who was a Baptist minister with ties to Shaftsbury and to central
New York State. Moreover, Judah had a brother Rufus who is also listed in the 1790 Federal
Census Record in Figure 2 (shaded orange) with Judah and Moses Gunn. This genealogy also

states that Judah was Deacon of the Shaftsbury Baptist Church in 1800.



SOME RECORDS

OF PERSONS BY THE NAME OF

WORDEN,

PARTICULARLY OF OVER ONE THOUSAND OF THE
ANCESTORS, KIN, AND DESCENDANTS OF

JOHN AND ELIZABETH WORDEN,

OF WASNINGTON COUNTY, RMODE ISLAND.

COVERING THREB-HUNDRED YEARS,

aul comprliing Twolve Generatioss o dwerica

for Private Tirculation.

“lonor and shame from no condition rise :
ACT WELL YOUR PART—there all the eredit lies
- Rl - - -

What can ennobile sotz, or fools, or cowards ’
Not oll the Llood of all the Howards.

—

BY O. N. WonrpuyN

LEWISBURG, Pa.:
Prinied at the Rallway Press of J, R, Cornelius.
1868

Figure 3A. Worden Genealogy (1868).



ild. P. Warden, of New Providence, reporting that 60 had
cen baptized therc—that he baptized 29 in haftsbury in
ne day—and the work was spreading. In 1795, he aided
n forming old “Otsego”—thc pioncer Baptist Association
n antr? New York. :
In 1309, Jawes Redway, of Amber, a nonagenarian mem-
ber of my father’s former church in Mareellus, remembered,
when a boy, of seeing “the old Elder.” He was indeed a
diguified man, discoursing, in a chair, with a cane in . his
Land, upon the cvidences of adoption. I know,” said he,-
“that I am boro of God, just as 1 know that I hold this staff
inamy hand—because I peer, it.” e 3
Eld :J.B.Lyons, who in his youth looked ugon old ‘Eld. "
Worden as 2 superior being, says he was a l-{gc‘.'and' ortly -
man, his eyes biue, his hair somewhat sandy, ‘complexion
fresh, his voice strong and rather harsh, but his deportment
mild, affable, and instructive. . VT
‘He ‘was buried ina yard in the East parish of Cheshire, -
aud an inscribed stona ‘erected to his memory. '
From the Warwick town records it seoms that Peter Wor-
den of Coventry bought of J -Wightman, Warwick,1750. . In
1756, Peter and Mercy Worden, of Warwick, sold lands to
J. Ladd, in Wechatacourt, for £700. A

27 HIS POSTERITY.

In 1758 was b Ksther—and in 1754, b Lucinda—daugh-
ters of Peter and Merc Worden, of Warwick. They had -
two or three other dug{ters, and four sons. A grandson—
Peter Worden Dean, who was ordained a Deacon of Man.
ohester Baptist cburch in 1827, and is now aa Associate
Judge of Windham Co., Vt.—zives me some information-
respecting the family. From him I learn that the four sons
wore Judah, Deacon of a Shaftsbury Bapt. Ch. in 1800—
Richmond—Peter, 6th, who lived with the Elder—and
Rufus. Peter, 6th, bad four sons—Poter, Tth, lived near
Auburn, N.Y. - Leland, died 1n Adams (north of Cheshire)
and left a numb i
gan, Ill.—Alden, died in Iilinois, and has a son there~ aod
Elwer, who emigrated and was lost sight of.

Of the daughters of Eld. P. W., two m brothers of the
name of Mattison : one lived in Ioosick, had no children ;
the other lived in Shaftshury and had four children. Ano-

14

Figure 3B. Worden Genealogy (1868), page 14.



Another Warden (Worden) Genealogy (1901) in Figure 4 gives further details about Judah
Worden. This genealogy indicates that Judah Worden left Shaftsbury and moved to New York
State. The fact that this is the same Judah Worden from the 1868 Worden Genealogy follows
from the fact that it says Judah was born in Rhode Island and that his oldest son Allen was born
in Shaftsbury, VT in 1781.

THE ANCESTORS, KIN AND DESCENDANTS

OF

JOHN WARDEN

NARCISSA (DAVIS) WARDEN,
HIS WIFE.

Together with Records of some other Branches of

Warden Family in America.

BY

WILLIAM A. WARDEN,

WORCESTER, MASS, U & A

1901,

Figure 4A. Warden (Worden) Genealogy (1901).



WARDEN FAMILY.

NEW YORK.

l.

Judah' Warden, the first of this line of which we have any record,
was born in Coventry, R. 1., 16 May, 1756. He married
Abigail Richardson, the daughter of Jonathan Richardson of
Cheshire, Mass.

Children :

i. Clarissa® Warden. born 20 July, 1779, died 27 May, 1783.
ii. Allen® Warden, born 26 Feb. 1781, <?icd 3t Oct., 18354.
iii. Clara® Warden, boru 11 Jan., 1783,
iv. Adelia®* Warden, born 13 Nov., 1783.
v. Elisha® Warden, born 5 Feb,, 1787,
vi. Bucklin® Warden, born 1t Feb., 178q.
vii. Abigail®* Warden, born 11 Aug., 1793, married Mr. Niles, —,
died July 13, 1834.
viil. Judah® Warden, horn 26 Jan., 1796.

o DO~ Ovn &t W

3.

Allen® Warden, oldest son of Judah' and Abigail (Richardson)
Warden, was born at Shaftsbury, \'t., 26 Feb., 1781. He
married Sallie Satterlee of Skaneateles, N. Y. ; she was born
28 June, 1781, died 16 Feb,, 1820,

Children :

10 i. Ethan Allen® Warden, horn at Brulies, N. Y., 21 Oct., 1803,
died 22 March, 1861.

11 i, Amanda’ Warden, born at Skaneateles, N. Y., 18 Jan., 1803,
married A. D. Leonard (her brother-in-law), died 15 Nov.,

1844

Figure 4B. Warden (Worden) Genealogy (1901), page 108.

This 1901 biography also states that Judah Worden had a daughter named “Clara” Worden who
was born on 11 January 1783. This is an obvious misprint for Cleora Worden, since the will of
Judah Worden, dated 26 November 1817, in Nunda, Allegany County, NY lists his surviving

children from the 1901 biography, including his daughter “Cleora Worden Jenks” on page 126.



Figure 5A. Judah Worden Will 26 November 1817, Nunda, Allegany, NY, page 126.
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Figure 5B. Judah Worden Will 26 November 1817, Nunda, Allegany, NY, page 127.



Figure 5C. Judah Worden Will 26 November 1817, Nunda, Allegany, NY, page 128.



There is no doubt as to who Judah’s daughter Cleora Worden married, since marriage records
from Shaftsbury, VT in Figure 6 indicate that Cleora “Wordin” married Obadiah Jenks there on
21 February 1802.
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Figure 6. Marriage record for Cleora Worden and Obadiah Jenks.

This has been a long effort to show three facts. First, Aaron D. Gunn, a son of Moses Gunn,
married Philinda Stratton in Shaftsbury on 13 December 1813. Second, Cleora Worden, a
daughter of Judah Worden, married Obadiah Jenks in Shaftsbury on 21 February 1802. Third,
the listing of fathers’ names in the 1790 Federal Census records for Shaftsbury indicate that
Moses Gunn and Judah Worden lived fairly close together. It is very likely that some connection
existed between these two families. Moreover, the 1920 letter that was written by Aaron D.
Gunn* states that his grandfather Aaron D. Gunn travelled west from Vermont to New York
State “with a family called Jinks or Jenks”.

Another important fact that follows from this information is that Cleora Jenks was born in the
vicinity of Shaftsbury, VT on 11 January 1783. This follows from the facts that her brother Allen
was born in Shaftsbury in 1781 from the 1901 Worden Genealogy (Figure 4), that her father
Judah was Deacon of the Baptist Church there in 1800 from the 1868 Worden Genealogy (Figure
3), and that she was married to Obadiah Jenks there on 21 February 1802 from the Shaftsbury
marriage records (Figure 6).

An undated Jenks Genealogy in Figure 7 gives a brief biography of Obadiah Jenks, stating that
he was born in Providence, Rl in 1778, that he died 12 June 1837, and that he married Cleora
Worden in Shaftsbury, VT on 21 February 1802, and that she died 9 August 1854. This leaves no
doubt that this is the particular Obadiah Jenks that we are interested in. This short biography lists
three children for Obadiah and Cleora, and while these names are correct, this list will be found
to be very incomplete. Two of the children’s names (Eunice and Almira) on this list will
however be critical later in our study.



GENEALOGY

OF THE

Jenks Family

OF AMERICA

Compiled by
WILLIAM B. BROWNE

Figure 7A. Jenks Genealogy (undated).
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Children:

i.

it

iii.

iv.

Emma Harriet, b. Mar. 28, 1840; d. Jan. 6, 1878;
m. Henry Adams.

Charlemagne, b. May 6, 1843; d. 1863 in Libby
Prison.

Reginald, b. 1845; d. Oect. 23, 1912 at Woburn,
Mass.; unm.

Elizabeth C., b. Oect. 23, 1838; d. July 28, 1931 at
Nashua, N. H.; m. Frederick Abba, Dec. 21, 1881.

261 Wirniam? JENgs (William,* Zachariah,® Obe-
diah,* Joseph,* Joseph,: Joseph') was born at Stafford,
Conn., July 14, 1774 and died at Leyden, N. Y., Aug.
1, 1865, ae. 91. He married, Mar. 8, 1806, PoLLy
KenT, born Apr. 1775 and died Oct. 14, 1854. It is
possible that William had a previous wife, but no
substantiating records have been discovered. He
resided at Leyden and Turin, N. Y.

Children:
528 i. Sally, b. 1792.
529 ii. Ira®b. Feb. 26, 1795.

530 iv.
v.

531 vi.
532 wii.
viii.

X,
X.

x1.

Hiram, b. Dec. 8, 1806; d. Nov. 5, 1865; m. Ann

, Mar. 17, 1833; no ch.

Orson,® b. Jan. (or June) 12, 1808.

Ann, b. 1809; d. Nov. 23, 1892; m. Ira Thayer,
Mar. 1873.

Almon,?® b. Apr. 13, 1815.

Johnson,® b. Feb. 12, 1816.

Achsah, b. Jan. 24, 1817; m. cousin James M.
Jenks, son of Obediah Jenks (262).

Hannah, m. Robert Markham,

Fidelia, b. 1818; d. 1882; m. Silas Higby of East
Florence, N. Y. ch: Le Roy, Harvey and Charles.

Lucinda, b. July 6, 1810; m. Benjamin Higby,
Sept. 6, 1838 at Leyden, N. Y.

262 Osepian’ Jenks (William,s Zachariah,” Obe-
diah,* Joseph,® Joseph,* Joseph') was born at Provi-

Figure 7B. Jenks Genealogy (undated), page 183.




184 THE JENKS FAMILY OF AMERICA

dence, R. I., 1778 and died June 12, 1837. He mar-
ried, at Shaftesbury, Vt., Feb. 21, 1802. CLEORA
WorbeN, born 1780 and died Aug. 9, 1854. They
resided at Delhi, N. Y.

Children:

i. Almira, d. May 31, 1826, ae. 12.
ii. Eunice, m. Lorenzo Carpenter, Nov. 12, 1825.
533 iii. James Madison,® b. Mar. 2, 1809.

263 ZacuARIAHT JENKS (William,* Zachariah,s Obe-
diah,* Joseph? Joseph,® Joseph*) was born in 1791
and died in 1877 according to the inseription on his
tombstone at Forestport, Oneida Co. N. Y. He
married, at Martinsburg, Lewis Co., N. Y., FANNY
Cronk, daughter of James and Nancy Coates and
widow of John Cronk, born at Martinsburg in 1822
and died at Forestport, N. Y. in 1874.

Zachariah appears in the 1825 census of the town
of Leyden with two females in his family. In 1851
he bought land in Leyden from the heirs of John
Schuyler (Revolutionary bounty land) and in 1853
he conveyed this land to Margaret Jenks and she
sold it in 1856. He served in the War of 1812 in the
company of Capt. E. Strong, Connecticut militia.
His two sons were born in what is now the town of
Osceola but which was then part of Leyden, Lewis
Co., N. Y.

Children:

534 i. Dewitt L.,* b. May 6, 1854.
535 ii. Lamont Merritt,® b. June 13, 1857.
536 iii. Lucy, b. Apr. 3, 1862 in Lee, Oneida Co., N. Y.

264 Lorex’ JENks (Esek, John,s Nathaniel,* Jo-
seph,? Joseph,® Joseph') was born Mar. 4, 1774 and
died May, 1826. He married PATIENCE MARTIN,

Figure 7C. Jenks Genealogy (undated), page 184.



The first clue that the Sarah Ann Jenks who married Spencer Clay Gunn was a daughter of
Obadiah and Cleora Worden Jenks comes from the 1880 Federal Census entry for Sarah A Gunn
in Saranac, Clinton County, NY. We know from The Children of Aaron D and Philinda Stratton
Gunn that Sarah and Spencer had a daughter named Amelia who married Hugh Muholland, and
Sarah was shown as living with them in 1880, as shown in Figure 8.
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Figure 8. Federal Census entry in 1880 for Sarah Ann Gunn in Saranac, Clinton, NY, pg. 8.

The 1880 Federal census asked for the birthplace of individuals and their parents. Sarah Gunn
who is identified as “Mother” responded that she was born in “NY”, her father was born in “RI”,
and that her mother was born in “Vt”. As a result, the Sarah Ann Jenks who married Spencer C.
Gunn reported that her parents were born in locations that perfectly coincide with the proper
birthplaces for Obadiah Jenks and Cleora Worden to be her parents. Moreover, Rhode Island
and Vermont were rather uncommon responses for individuals who were being registered in
Saranac, NY in 1880, so it would be very unlikely for this response simply to be due to
coincidence. Additional evidence will be developed as we progress to support this possibility
regarding Sarah Ann Jenk’s parentage.

The next step is to find evidence that places Spencer C. Gunn and Sarah Ann Jenks, and their
parents, at the same location when Spencer and Sarah were married. Figure 9 shows the 1850
Federal Census entry for the Spencer C. Gunn Family in Girard Township, Erie County PA. The
couple’s oldest child Eunice Gunn is listed at age 12. For greater precision regarding her birth
year, a copy of Eunice Gunn Cornell’s death certificate is shown in Figure 10. This death
certificate correctly names her parents and says that she was born in Beaver Township, PA on 30
May 1838, which is consistent with the Federal Census entry in 1850. It seems reasonable to
conclude that Spencer and Sarah were married in 1836 or 1837, but no record of their marriage
has been located anywhere. It is however possible to show that both of them, and their parents,
were in Darien/Pembroke, Genesee County, NY until around 1837.
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Figure 9. Federal Census 1850 for Spencer Gunn in Girard, Erie County, PA, page 405.
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Obadiah Jenks Arrives in Darien/Pembroke, NY in 1815

Obgdiah Jenks is.referenced in Genesee County Gazetteer (1890) in Figure 11, stating that he
arrived in “what is now Pembroke and Darien” as an early settler in 1815. Little distinction is
made between these two adjoining towns in Genesee County.

PART FIRST.

'GAZETTEER

AND

BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD

GENESEE COUNTY, N. Y.

1788-1890.

Edited by F. W. BEERS.

«‘He that hath much to do, will do something wrong, and of that wrong must suffer
the consequences; and if it were possible that he should always act rightly, yet when
such numbers are to judge of his conduct, the bad will censure and obstruct him by

malevolence, and the good sometimes by mistake.” —SAMUEL JOHNSON.

e SYRACUSE, N. Y.:
\ 'J. W. VOSE & CO., PUBLISHERS.

.‘ ‘ | June, 1892,

Figure 11A. Genesee County Gazetteer (1890).



408 GENESEE COUNTY.

J. Nichols was a merchant, and H. N. Vickery was a physician at Darien

arien and Pembroke:

Benjamin C. Adams, Selah Carpenter, Alanson T. Fisher, Lott K, Grswold, William
and Dexter Humphrey, Selvy Kidder, Mullerr, David Nay, Jesse Tubbs, Zina
Wait, Capt. Jonathan Woodward, and George Wright. In 1804, Isaac Chaddock and
David Goss. In 1806, Rufus Kidder, Orange Carter, Saxton Bailey, Israel Doane, and
James Day. In 1807, Capt. Jonathan Bailey, Benjamin and David Carter, and John
and David Long. In 1808, joi‘gfuunbe.ton, Abraham Matteson, Stephen Parker,

M

The-following is a list of many of the principal settlers prior to 1520, |

h Peters, and Samuel Carr¥/In 1809, S. D. Cleveland; A. L. Clemeis, Owen
Curtis, Amos Humphrey, Samu atteson, Jobn Sumner, James G., H. G., and D.
Tiffany, Maj. William Thayer, and Jonathan Vaughan. In 1810, Anna Horton, Daniel
and Levi Jones, Jotham Sumnmer, Sally and Henry Salisbury, Dexter Bordwell, Orris
and E. N. Boughton, Maj. Jonathan Durkee, and John Jr., and Russell Waite. In 1811,
John Ball, Peleg Brown, athaniel Jones, John Murray, Jerome Sumner, Joel Sutherland,

o

and Harry Stone. In 1812, Ichabod and Al¢a Jeflerson, Jonas Kinne. Winslow and
Tyler Sumner, David and John Sutherland, John Stickney. Daniel and Barzilla Carter,
Frank Chapin, Abner C., Reuben, and Daniel Coiby, and Ira J. Tisdale. In 1813,
Anson Ackl:& Harvey Butler, Hiram Hedges, Jonathan Hastings, John A. Lathrop.
osiah Lee, William and Thomas Vickery, John McCollister, and Thorp Wildman.

Marsh, William B. Garfield, Horace Sloan, Jonathan Vickery, and John
Webb. In 181 i

Obadiah Jenks, &uamxs and D. |. Lee. Elijah Lamb, Joshua Peters, jr., Ephraim
Sumner, ilmg David Salisbury. Iln 1816, Cc’al.. esse Sag‘ord D. Andegon. Williame

~ 3 ohn Scaver, and Julids
Wildman. In 1817, John W. Brown, C. Dodge, Davis Huntl P{ Elisha H. rop.

Noah Winslow, and Hugh Wallis, In 1818, Elijah Lee, Philo Farnham, Lemuel
Stickney, and Silas and Acna Tiffany. In 1819, James Booth. L. H. Colby, Justus
Fales, Oliver Harper, Samuel Harroun, Zebulon Jones, Stephen King, Anson and
Caroline Lathrop, William Shumway, Benjamin Sloan, and John W. Willett,

Saxton Bailey came to Darien in 1806, with his son Joshua, and bought
600 acres of land where Charles C. Magry now lives. His family came
in 1808. His son Daniel came in 1808, and served as a captain in the
War of 1812. He wasa Presbyterian, and built the church at the Center.
Joshua Bailey was also an early settler, He was a farmer of much in-
dustry and accumulated a great deal of property. He sold his farm and
started a school at the Center.

Benjamin C. Adams was a very carly store-keeper at Darien City, and
had the business all to himself for a number of years, or until about 1832.

Dexter Bordwell, son of John and Mary (Edson) Bordwell, of Orange
County, Vt., was born March 24, 1801. With his father he came to Darien
in 1810, residing with him until 22 years of age. The labors of clearing
the farm were so great that all were obliged to assist. The first school-
house, of logs, Mr. Bordwell assisted in erecting. At this school he was
educated, and proved himself a master of the spelling book. He pur-
chased, in 1825, the farm where his only son, Aaron Bordwell, now lives,
and borrowed $1 to pay for making out the contract. He married Tir-
zah, daughter of Sullivan and Lucy Russ, in 1829, and by close economy,
industry, and perseverance succeeded in paying for his place. He was
an “old line Whig” and a staunch supporter of the Republican party.
He died in 18835, and his wife in 1873. Their only daughter, an amiable

Figure 11B. Genesee County Gazetteer (1890), page 408.

Qbadiah Jenkg a_nd his family also appear in the 1820 Federal Census in Pembroke, as shown in
Figure 12. This includes the transcription that is provided to interpret the entries.
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Name Obediah Jinks
Home in 1820 (City, County, State) Pembroke, Genesee, New York
Enumeration Date August 7, 1820
Free White Persons - Males - Under 10
Free White Persons - Males - 10 thru 15
Free White Persons - Males - 16 thru 18
Free White Persons - Males - 19 thru 25
Free White Persons - Males - 26 thru 44
Free White Persons - Females - Under 10
Free White Persons - Females - 10 thru 15
Free White Persons - Females - 16 thru 25
Free White Persons - Females - 26 thru 44
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Figure 12. Obadiah Jenks in 1820 Federal Census, Pembroke, Genesee County, NY pg 216.

A search of the Federal Census records shows this entry is for the only Obadiah Jenks in all of
Genesee County, NY in 1820. In addition, this represents the only Jenks Family entry in
Darien/Pembroke in 1820. So, if this is indeed the Obadiah Jenks of interest, Obadiah and Cleora
Worden Jenks had many more children than the three that were listed in the Jenks Genealogy in
Figure 7. Since the Sarah Ann Jenks who married Spencer C. Gunn was born 19 January 1819,
she would match perfectly with this family group as one of the three females being under the age
of 10 in 1820.

The Obadiah Jenks family also appears in Pembroke in the 1830 Federal Census, and that entry
is shown in Figure 13. Just as in 1820 this entry is for the only Obadiah Jenks in all of Genesee
County, NY in 1830. Norman Jenks is the second Jenks Federal Census entry in Pembroke in
1830, and this family resides directly next to the Obadiah Jenks entry in the Federal Census in
Figure 13. Being registered at age 20-30 with one son, Norman is a probable son of Obadiah and
Cleora. Sarah Jenks was age 11 in 1830, so she could not possibly be a daughter of Norman
Jenks. However, she is a probable match for one of the two females aged 10 through 15 in the
Obadiah Jenks household in 1830 Federal Census in Figure 13.
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Name Obdaiah Jenk
Home in 1830 (City, County, State) Pembroke, Genesee, New York
Free White Persons - Males - 10 thru 14 1
Free White Persons - Males - 15 thru 19 2
Free White Persons - Males - 50 thru 59 1
Free White Persons - Females - Under 5 1
1
1
1

™ el . > ¢

Free White Persons - Females - 5 thru 9
Free White Persons - Females - 10 thru 14
Free White Persons - Females - 40 thru 49

Figure 13. Obadiah Jenks in 1830 Federal Census, Pembroke, Genesee County, NY pg 231.

It remains for us to show that these 1820 and 1830 Federal Census entries correspond with the
Obadiah Jenks that we have been tracking, and there are three sources to prove this fact. The
first evidence comes from Early Settlers of New York State (1993) that contains tombstone
inscriptions and cemetery information for Maple Hill Cemetery in North Darien, NY in Figure
14. The entries for Lot 69 that was owned by Obadiah Jenks indicates that the Obadiah Jenks
who is buried there died on 12 January 1837 at age 60, which explains why there was no entry
for him in the 1840 Federal Census. This gives a date of birth in about 1777 and adds that he
was born in Providence RI, to correspond with the information in the Jenks Genealogy in Figure
7. The statement that he had lived in Darien for 23 years gives an arrival there about 1814, after
spending some time in Brutus, NY, so this is definitely the same Obadiah Jenks that appears in
the Genesee County Gazetteer (1890) in Figure 11, and in the 1820 and 1830 Federal Census
records in Figures 12 and 13 respectively.

The records of the Maple Hill Cemetery in North Darien, NY in Figure 14 show that Obadiah’s
wife Cleora Jenks is buried next to him, stating that she died 9 August 1854 at age 74, that she
arrived in Darien 39 years earlier after spending time in Brutus, NY with Obadiah, and that she
was born in Manchester, VT (which is only 14 miles from Shaftsbury).

Daughter Almira Jenks is buried with her parents. She died 31 May 1826 at age 12 after being
born in Brutus, NY and then living in Darien for 11 years. This information about Obadiah,
Cleora and Almira Jenks corresponds perfectly with the information that is given in the Jenks
Genealogy in Figure 7. A photograph of Almira Jenks gravestone in Maple Hill Cemetery is
shown in Figure 15, and it is inscribed on that stone that she was a “daughter of Obadiah and
Cleora Jenks”. Her death in 1826 explains an absent young daughter in the family between the
1820 and 1830 Federal Census records in Figures 12 and 13.
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Adams, Carrie W, and James B, Ford,
June 7, 1866.

Adams, Chancy N. and Mary Jane
Loomis, June 7, 1848,

Adams, Charles and Lucy N. Howard,
Oct, 22, 1857,

Adams, Charles D, and Ida M. Clarke,
Dec. 21, 1880.

Adams, Charles H. and Catharine
Monileaux, May 2, 1858,

Adams, Chester and Laura Spooner,
May 15, 1839,

Adams, Clara E. and James Grace,
Apr, 5, 1870.

Adams, Cyrene and Willilam Piper,
Feb, 25, 1830,

Adamg#, D. and Elizabeth Salisbory,
June 7, 1848,

Adams, David and Hannah Parvine,
Jan, 2, 1826,

Adams, Mrs, E. C. and Ezra Carr,
Aug. 2, 1881,

Adams, Elijah C. and Susan Grider,
June 17, 1846.

Adams, Eliza and Joseph Lambier,

EARLY SETTLERS

Apr, 28, 1848,

Adsms, Elizubeth and David Bell,
May 18, 1844,

Adams, Emily and Aaron West, June
2, 1831,

Adams, Esther E. and Ezra S. Carr,
Apr. 28, 1853.

Adams, George and Louisa Rowe
Paull, Sept. 10, 1878,

Adams, George S. and Lucy A. Ed-
wards, May 18, 1866.

Adams, H. Helen and Gayton Gowing,
Apr. 29, 1868,

Adams, Hannah M. and Albert L.
Rowland, M. D., Jan. 25, 1877.

Adamue, Harriet and William Foote,
July 4, 1854,

Adams, Harriet and Stephen C. Rath-
bun, July 3, 1844,

Adams, Helena and Peter Baker, June
21, 1845,

Adams, Henry and Sarah L. Thomas,
Nov. 12, 1865.

Adams, Henry A, and Elizabeth Old-
man, Dec. 29, 1884.

Volney
Attica, 4y. Darien, B in Mt, Morris.

Mary A. North, Oct. 31, 1875, 33y.
Attica, 6y, Darien. B in Mt. Morris,

*Noah North, June 27, 1808-June
15, 1880, Attica, 11y. Darien. B in Al-
exander,

Lot 65—James Booth

John S. Booth, May 8, 1830. Pem-
broke. B in Pembroke, Croup.

*James S, Booth, Aug. 26, 1791-May
2, 1852, Pembroke, 383y. Manchester,
N. Y. B in Middleborough, Mass.

Phebe McCumber, Aug. 4, 1864, 07y,
Pembroke 30y, B in Ontario County.

*Lydia Booth, wife of James 8.,
Aug. 17, 1887, 89y. Pembroke.

*Lucretia Booth, wife of James L.,
May 10, 1899, 57y. Pembroke.

Ruth Booth, Sept, 1, 1889, 75y.
Pembroke 75y.

*James L. Booth, May 22, 1912, T7y.
Pembroke. B in %

Nancy Booth Lawrence, Nov, 4,

Tombstone Inscriptions
MAPLE HILL CEMETERY, NORTH DARIEN

mbroke,
Lot 65—South Half
George Strong sold to Fred Booth and
resold to Morris Lawrence in 1917.
Lot 65—Jacod Wheeler

Esther Wheeler, Jan. 17, 1824, 4y.
Darien. B in Darien.

Bradford Wheeler, Aug. 28, 1830, ¢
y. Darien. B in Darien.

*Jacob Wheeler, Aug. 21, 1832, 49y.
Darien 19y. Watertown, B in Nelson,
N. H.

*Pierce, son of Russel and Mary,
Feb. 16, 1835, Tm, Darien,

*Hannah, wife of Jacob Wheeler,
Oct, 6, 1843, 657y. Darien 80y. Litch-
field, N. ¥, B in Temple, N. H.

*Robert Finley, Aug. 4, 1842-May
1, 1874, Darien. B in East Pembroke,
sJulane, wife of Robert Finley, 1844-
1030.

Lot 67—Brazilla Carter

*Brazilla Oarter, Apr. 23, 1846, 80y.
Darien 57y. B in Warren, Conn.

Figure 14B. Early Settlers of New York State (1993), page 160.
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*Harriet, wife of William Carter,
July 5, 184-, 33y, Darien 15. Catta-
raugus Co, B in Albany Co.

*Mary, wife of Brazilla Carter, Apr.
20, 1851, 76y. Darien, 40y. Warren,
Conn. B in Danbury, Conn.

George Carter, Apr, 1865, 27y. Dar-
jen, B in Darien,

Mary Carter Sumner, Apr. 1867, 21
¥. Darien. B in Darien.

*William H. Carter, May 22, 1880,
76y. Darien. B in Warren, Conn., Apr.
25, 1804.

Harvey W. Carter, May 5, 1906, 26
v. Corfu. B in Darien.

Riley S. Carter, Jan. 24, 1908, 65y.
Darien. B in Darien.

J. Carter, Mar. 24, 1914, 738y. Dar-
ien. B in Darien.

s Hannah, wife of William H. Car-
ter, Jan. 21, 1888, 62y.

Lot 68—Anson Lawrence

A. H. Bore.

Mrs. Anson Lawrence, Jan. 24, 1893,
B7y. Pembroke. B in Germany.

George Lawrence, Apr. 17, 1901, 25
y. Pembroke. B in Germany.

Anson Lawrence, Apr. 20, 1904, 73
y. Pembroke. B in Germany.

Lot 68—South Half
Christopher Carpenter

“Christopher Carpenter, July 2,
1812-June 12, 1880. Pembroke 30y.
Springwater. Savoy, Mass. Leaves
wife and one davghter.

sBetsey, wife of Christopher Car-
penter, Avg. 15, 1812-Mar, 1, 1882,

Lot 69—O0badiah Jenks

Almira Jenks, May 381, 1826, 12y.
Darien ily. B in Brutus,

*Obadiah Jenks, Jsn, 12, 1837, 60y.
Darien 23y. Brutus, Providence, R. I.

*Cleors, wife of Obadiah Jenks,
Aug. 9, 1864, 74y, Darien 39y. Brutus,
Manchester, Vt.

Eliza Buttolph, Feb, 12, 1892, 60y.
Darjen. B in Darien.

Lot 69—John Keibler
Elizabeth Keibler, July 12, 1880, 2
y. Darien,
Margaret Keibler, June 1, 1920, 72
y. Darien 46. B in Germany.

161

John Keibler, June 9, 1927, B2yrs,
Darien 53. B in Germany.

Lot 70—Cyrus Williams

Levant Williams, Jan. 20, 1835, 2y.
Darien.

*Harley F. Williams, son of Cyrus
and Clara, Feb. 1842, 15y. Dacien.
Cleveland, Ohio, B in Darien.

Lot 70—Part of Lot
William Bennett

Maud Bennett, Dec. 1892, 8y. Dari-
en.

Martha E., Bennett, Jan. 20, 1901,
47y. Darien.

Dexter Allen

Louise Bradley Allen, Mar, 26, 1878,
6y, Darien.

Mary Jane Allen, Sept, 9, 1906, 67
y. Darien.

Lot 71—Frank Losce

Carrie Losee, May 11, 1901, 42y.
Darien.

Frank Losee, Aug. 3, 1924, 6by.
Darien.

Lot 72—Ebcnezer Losee

Almond D. Losee, July 1834, 7y.
Darien. B in Darien.

Hannah J. Losece, Oct. 8, 1848, 17y.
Darien. B in Darien.

*Diana, wife of Ebenez:r I/ sce,
Mar, 23, 1865, 59y. Darien. Pompey.

*Ebenezer Losee, Mar. 20, 1880, 83
y. Darien 60y. Pompezy. Providence,

Richard Losee, Nov. 24, 1915, Bly.
Alexander. Darien.

Helen L. Lotee, Feb, 13, 1922, 80y.
Buffalo. Alexander and Darien.

Lot 73—South Half
Israel Doan

*Helen M. Vader, wife of James G,
dau. of I. G. and Eliza Doan, Feb. 13,
1856, 22y. Pembroke.

*Israel Doan, Sept. 11, 1859, 57y.
Pembroke. B in Saybrook, Conn,

Levant Doan, Dec., 19, 1862, 22y.
Washington, D. C. B in Pembroke.

Henry Doan, Apr. 6, 1864, 34y.
Pembroke. B in Pembroke.

Mrs. Eliza Doan, May 10, 1893, 92
y. Mason, Mich., 14y. Pembroke.

Lot T74-—Benjamin Lawrence

*Abigail, wife of Edwin L. Lawr-

Figure 14C. Early Settlers of New York State (1993), page 161.



Figure 15. Gravestone of Almira Jenks in Maple Hill Cemetery.

The Jenks Genealogy in Figure 7 stated that Obadiah and Cleora’s daughter Eunice Jenks
married Lorenzo Carter, and this fact is verified on page 111 of a Carter Genealogy (1909) in
Figure 16. Moreover, the 1850 Federal Census entry in Figure 17 shows that Lorenzo and
Eunice Jenks Carter were living in Darien, Genesee County, NY with their family. Cleora Jenks
is also listed as another resident of that Carter Family household, at age 67 and reporting that she
was born in “Vt”.

All of this information leads to the obvious conclusion that the Obadiah and Cleora Worden
Jenks that were being tracked earlier did in fact settle in Darien/Pembroke, NY in 1815, where
Obadiah died in 1837 and Cleora died in 1854. They also obviously had many more children
than the three that were recorded in the undated Jenks Genealogy in Figure 7.



CARTER

A CENEALOCY OF THE DESCENDANTS OF

THOMAS CARTER

OF

Reading and Weston, Mass., and of Hebron and Warren, Ce.

ALSO

Some Account of the Descendants of his Brothers

Eleazer, Daniel, Ebenezer and Ezra,

SONS OF
Thomas® Carter
Rev. Thomas Carter

1642
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Nozrorx, Conxecricur
1909

Figure 16A. Carter Genealogy (1909).



SIXTH GENERATION. IIx

Oct., 1863, Elizabeth Foot Taylor,
b. Rockport, azbout 1830, d.
Olmsted, O., ;:bog; Ixﬁn, d;n. of
. John D. and Em ura (Foot)
Twins { Taylor. G. A. R. Res. Pe(ny, 0.
| Ch.: () George. (2) A. D.
l (3) Jokn Taylor. (4) Emily
Laura. (35) Gertrude.

Ann, ) Ub. June 15, 1835; d. May, 1897.

Lucy, b. Jan. 31, 1841 ; d. Sept. 21, 1839.

Luke, b. Nov. 26, 1843 ; d. May 23, 1863.

Aseneth, b. Nov. 3, 1845 ; m. Rockport, Nov. 18, 1863,
James A. Pease, b. Rockport, Sept. ¢, 1840, son of
Solomon and Eliza (Rogers) Pease. Undertaker;
L O.0O.F. Res. Rockport and Dover, O. Ch.:
(1) Marcia, b. Sept. 13, 1864 ; d. Sept. 9, 1879.
(2) Herbert E., b. June 18, 1866. (3) Chester C.,
b. July 22, 1868. (34) Clarence J., b. Nov. 17,
1873; d. Sept. 15, 1879. (5) Cifford, b. Sept. 17,
t879. (6) Clinton T, b. Feb. 3, 1882.

vii. Mark,) _ (b. June rs5, 1835; m. Rockport, O.,
|
|

B pE

163. Eieazer Buer® CarTer (Davids) b. Castleton, Vt., Aug.
18, 1790; d. Vincennes, Ind., 1823; m. Vincennes, 1816, Dorcas
Armstrong, d. Terre Haute, Ind., 1852.

Children :

i William7,
ii. Andrew Buel.
Hii. El&ﬁ:ra David, b. April 1, 1824 ; d. July 6, 1886, Terre
ute.

165. Lorenzo® CaRTER (Davids) b. Vermont, Dec. 30, 1800 3
d. March 14, 1854 ; m. Darien, N. Y., Nov. 12, 1825, Eunice Jenks,
b. Auburn, N. Y., April 18, 1804, d. Darien, Aug. to, 1854, dau. of
Obadiah and Cleora (Worden) Jenks.

Children :
386. i. Theda Adelaide,” b. Feb. ro, 1829.
il. Carlton, b. Feb. 21, 1831; d. Feb. rr, 1832.
387. iil. Eliza, b. Aug. 31, 1832.
388. iv. Emma Amarantha, b. Dec. 12, 1834.
v. Ella, b. May 17, 1836 ; m. Conneautville, Pa., Oct. 13,
1877, Ladurna Lawton Palmer, son of Lawton and
Amy ( ) Palmer.
vi. Julia Clara, b. Nov. 12, 1838.

Figure 16B. Carter Genealogy (1909), page 111.
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Figure 17. Federal Census 1850 for Cleora Jenks with daughter Eunice Carter, page 171.

To summarize to this point, we know that Obadiah Jenks was born in Providence, RI, that he
married Cleora Worden in Shaftsbury, VT in 1802, and Cleora was born near Shaftsbury, The
couple moved to central New York State and then relocated to Darien/Pembroke, Genesee
County, NY in 1815. They remained there until Obadiah died in 1837. The Sarah Ann Jenks
who married Spencer C, Gunn at about age 18 in about 1837 when Obadiah died was born in
New York, and she reported in 1850 that her father was born in Rl and that her mother was born
in VT, which points her parentage directly toward being Obadiah and Cleora. The associated
Worden and Gunn Families also probably had some connection in Vermont.

If evidence exists to place Spencer C. Gunn in Darien/Pembroke, NY in 1837 when he was
married, there is very substantial circumstantial evidence that the Sarah Ann Jenks that he
married was indeed the daughter of Obadiah and Cleora Worden Jenks, since no other feasible
Jenks parents resided in the area in that time-frame based on Federal Census records.

Aaron D. Gunn Arrives in Darien/Pembroke, NY in 1817

Brothers Aaron and Daniel Gunn jointly purchased land from Holland Land Company on 24
June 1817 from records from Western NY Land Transactions (1996) in Figure 18. The codes for
Lot 36 that they purchased indicate that it was located in Darien, Genesee County, NY. Their
families were living as neighbors in the 1820 Federal Census in Figure 19. Aaron and Philinda
Gunn are shown as residing in Pembroke with two boys less than 10 (Spencer and Jefferson). As
before, there is no real distinction being made between the towns of Darien and Pembroke.

Both brothers Aaron and Daniel Gunn were still residing in Pembroke in the 1830 Federal
Census, but they were no longer neighbors, as seen in Figure 20 with the entry for Aaron Gunn.
Two additional sons have been aded to Aaron’s family since 1820 (Cyrenius and Cornelius).
One, or both, of Aaron and Daniel Gunn must have relocated between 1820 and 1830.
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Figure 18A. Western NY Land Transactions (1996).



NAME SURNAME DATE LoT 8 T R D REF-PAGE

John Stimers 09No25 1,3,58 061003 R 508-0060
John A. Fillmore 25023 7.9 021003 R 508-0060
Abijah Jones 02My 14 9,11 041003 R 508-0060
Hazekiah Howe 14NMr22 11 021003 R 508-0060
Lewia Maynard 278e23 1,3,5 061003 R 508-0060
Lake Cotton 18S8e16 3 001103 R 508-0060
Benjamin Pratt 02My18 19 001103 R 508-0060
Ebenazer, Jr. Howes 04Ap12 18 001103 R 508-0060
Jonathan Fox 29Ja11 9 001103 R 508-D060
Cartar 28Myv 05 22 0
Ibunicl & Aaron Gunn 24In17 36 001103 R 508-0060 |
aexander Reed 03Jaz3 28 ] -
Barzillai Carter 25My19 16 001103 R 508-0060
John Owen 260c18 10 001103 R S08-0060
william Throop 24Jn17 20 001103 R 508-0060
William Throop 24Jn17 20 001103 R 508-0060
Day & Lathrop 208e17 23 001103 R S08-0060
Salmon Barr 260c18 34 001103 R 508-0060
John Ames 030c23 47 001103 R 508-0060
Joseph Patars 03Ja23 28 001103 R 508-0060
Justue Rhodes 10Jn26 43 001103 R 508-0060
Charles Fox 188a16 3 001103 R 508-0060
Abram Davis 07Ja23 3 001103 R 508-0060
Elijah Cloyes 058620 18 001103 R 508-0060
Isaac Preston 27Apl2 26 001103 R 508-0060
John Cotton 25Delé 11 001103 R 508-0060
Abner Howard 260c18 34 001103 R 508-0060
Joseph Montgomery 07Jy21 17 001103 R 508-0060
Jamag Kinsman 23Jy22 18 001103 R 508-0060
Thomas Durkaee 24In17 36 001103 R S08-0060
Imaac Flynn 260c18 10 001103 R 508-0060
Lake Cotton 02Ap18 11 001103 R 508-0060
Moses S. Tinkham 06Jy18 27 001103 R 508-0060
Worden Matteson 02Mx18 35 001103 R 508-0060
John Gear 280c25 36 001103 R 508-0060
Michael Mandavilla 040c23 9 001103 R 508-0060
Lewis Mead 02My18 19 001103 R 508-0060
Amos Wright 298e18 19 001103 R S08-0060
Job Beacock 02Ap18 11 001103 R 508-0060
Abraham Matteson 21Mrl6 21 002103 R 508-0060
Robart Leavitt 15No27 8 031203 R S08-0060
Palatiah Day 128e20 6 031203 R 508-0060
Shadrach Harmon 20Mr1s 11 041203 R 508-0060
Pater Jackaon 23Ja29 4 011203 R 508-0060
Batgay Godrey 238e20 3 061203 R S08-0060
wWilliam Barden 170n22 3 081203 R 508-0061
Aruna Sawens 098e18 4 031203 R 508-0061
Josaph Nash 25Ja21 12 041203 R 508-0061
Alfred Wilder 12Mr25 2 071203 R 508-0061
Laurin Harrington 12My23 1 031203 R 508-0061
Ezra Hammon 280c15 8 011203 R 508-0061
Marvin Henry 11Myié6 1 081203 R 508-0061
Justue Fales 30Aul?9 8 041203 R 508-0061
Alpheaus Barratt 31My20 13 001303 R 508-0061
285

Figure 18B. Western NY Land Transactions (1996), page 285.
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Name Aaron Gunn

Home in 1820 (City, County, State) Pembroke, Genesee, New York
Enumeration Date August 7, 1820

Free White Persons - Males - Under 10 2
Free White Persons - Males - 26 thru 44 1
Free White Persons - Females - 16 thru 25 1

Figure 19. Aaron and Daniel Gunn entries in 1820 Federal Census, page 225.
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Name Aaron Gunn

Home in 1830 (City, County, State) Pembroke, Genesee, New York
Free White Persons - Males - Under 5 1

Free White Persons - Males - 5 thru 9 1

Free White Persons - Males - 10 thru 14 2

Free White Persons - Males - 30 thru 39 1

Free White Persons - Females - 30 thru 39 1

Figure 20. Aaron Gunn entry in 1830 Federal Census, page 244.

Spencer Gunn was born 25 March 1816 from Figure 1, so he was 14 years old and obviously
living with the Aaron Gunn Family in Darien/Pembroke in 1830. It is clear that this is the Aaron
Gunn of interest from a biography of his son Jefferson in a History of Erie County (1884) in
Figure 21. This states that Jefferson, a brother of Spencer, was born in Darien, but the stated year
of birth as 1844 is a typographical error, since it correctly states that his father Aaron died in
1834. Jefferson Gunn was born 27 January 1819 according to his tombstone.



HISTORY

OF THE

CITY OF BUFEALQO

AND

ERIE COUNTY,

WITH ILLUSTRATIONS AND BIOGRAFHICAL SKETCHES OF

SOME OF ITS FPROMINENT MEN ANU FIONEERS,

IN TWO VOLUMES.

VOL. I.

EDITED BY

H. PERRY SMITH.

SYRACUSE, N. Y.:
D, MASON & CO., PUBLISMERS,
1684,

Figure 21A. History of Erie County (1884).



BRIEF PERSONALS. 729

in Erie county in 1820, married in 1843, died in 1863, children five—Bartlett, Laney
L., Harrison, Philo V., and Elizabeth ; second wife, Rachel Heine, of Germany, mar-
ried March 18, 1864, children four—George, William, Mary J., and Catharine. Parents
Frances and Catherine (Fite) Carr, the former born in Vermont, came to Erie county
in 1810, died in 1831, the latter born in Pennsylvania, and died in 1861, children five.

Cramer Sarah, p o Clarence Centre, farmer eighty acres, born in Clarence in 1810,

husband, John Cramer, born in Cayuga county in 1806, married in 1831, and died in
1859, children three.

 Drudge Uriah A., p o Clarence Centre, farmer, fifty-eight actes, born in Clarence,
in 1852 ; wife Ruhama A. Dilla, born in Ohio in 1859, married in 1882.

Eldred H. B, p o Clarence Centre, general farmer and capitalist, born in Clar-
ence in 1823, was assessor; wife Ann Eliza Bilyard, born_in Onondaga county in
1825, married in 1844, one daughter—who married W. F. Boland, of Wisconsin, in
1879, one child—F. E. Boland. Parents Almon and Hannah (Baker) Eldred, both
borp in Otsego county, and came to Erie county in 1821, he died 1842, and she in
1877, children two—H. B,, and D. W. Eldred, Mrs. Eldred was the daughter of Ed-
ward and Martha Bilyard, of Onondaga county, came to Erie county in 1825.

Eshleman Jacob, p o Clarence Centre, farmer, born in Pennsylvania, in 1818,
settled in Ere countyin 1826, was supervisor eight years; wife, Catherine Rhodes,
born in Pennsylvaniain 1813, married in 1837, children ten—five living.

Eshelman John, p o Clarence Centre, general store, born in Pennsylvania in
1826, has held the office of postmaster; wife, Anna H. Hershey, of Pennsylvania,
married in 1850, and died in 1862 ; second wife Catherine M. Dessing, born in Penn-
sylvania, in 1825, married in 1863, children three. )

Eshleman Levi F., p o Clarence Centre, farmer, two hundred and forty acres,
born at Clarence, in 1841 ; wife, Mary Lewis, born in Ontario county in 1835, married
in 1864, children four—Ada J., Edwin L., Alice C,, and Mary E.

_ Fisher Henry, p o Clarence Centre, farmer, eighty-five acres, born in Germany in
1838, came to county in 1853 ; wife Charlotte Castle, born in Clarence in 1844, mar-
ried in 1867 ; children two—Libbie and Fred.

Frick Henry, p o Harris Hill.

Gallup George, p o Clarence Hollow, general farmer, born in Clarence in 1820;
wife Louisa M. Boyer, born in Newstead in 1819, married in 1842 ; one adopted
daughter—Ellen M. Parents Asa and Laura (Pond) Gallup, who came to Erie
county in 1820 ; he died in 1881, aged eighty-eight ; she died in 1834; children seven.
Mrs. Gallup was the daughter of John and Olive (Smith) Boyer ; they were early set-

i ty

Gunn Jefferson S., p o Harris Hill, general farmer, born in Darien, Genesee
county, in 1844, was a teacher twelve years; wife Emeline Rearick, born in Alden in
1825, married in 1848, and died March 23, 1876; second wife Caroline Zimmer,
daughter of Gideon and Catharine Zimmer, of Franklin county, Pa., born in Ohio in
1829, married in 1877. Parents Aaron D., and Philinda (Stratton) Gunn, of Genesee
county ; the former was one of the early settlers of Erie county, and died in 1834,
aged forty-seven ; the latter died in 1848, aged forty-three; children four—Spencer
C., Jefferson S., Cyrenius C., Cornelius C. Cyrenius was a graduate of the Albany
State Normal School in 1846; he died of consumption at the age of twenty-four.
The teachers of Erie county caused a monument o be raised to his memory, at Lan-
caster, Erie county.

Hershey Elizabeth, p o Clarence, faimer, 72 acres, born in Canadain 1813, came
to Erie county in 1816; husband Jones Hershey, born in Canada in 1809, married in
1832, and died May 13, 1882; children two.

Hunt G. B., p o East Clarence, farmer, 700 acres, born in Rensselaer county in
1819, came to Erie county in 1825; wife Eliza Parker, born in.Rensselaer county in
1821, married in 1845 ; children four—Margaret, Caroline, Warren and Ellen.

Figure 21B. History of Erie County (1884), page 729.



Aaron Gunn and Philinda Stratton were married in Shaftsbury, VT on 13 December 1813 and
Eunice Gunn Cornell’s death certificate in Figure 10 states that her father Spencer was born in
Vermont. As a result, Aaron Gunn would have relocated to Darien/Pembroke from Vermont
very soon after Spencer’s birth. A number of sources say that Spencer was born in Vermont, a
number say that he was born in New York, and a few say he was born in New Hampshire.
Whichever location of birth is true, Aaron and Philinda moved to Darien/Pembroke within a very
few years of their marriage in Shaftsbury.

Jefferson Gunn’s biography in Figure 21 also makes reference to Erie County, NY with regard to
his parents. At some point after Aaron Gunn was residing in Darien/Pembroke for the Federal
Census in 1830 (Figure 20), he relocated to Alden, Erie County, NY. Aaron D. Gunn then died
intestate in Alden “on or about” 3 December 1833 and a court surrogate was appointed for the
estate, according to 1834 Probate Records that were filed on 28 June 1834 in Figure 22. These
probate records were filed in the county seat of Buffalo, NY, but the important point is that
Aaron D, Gunn died in Alden, NY. While Alden is in Erie County and Darien is in Genesee
County, these two towns are right next to each other. The dividing line between Alden and
Darien is the dividing line between Erie County and Genesee County. So, after Aaron D. Gunn
and his family moved to Alden, they essentially were still the in Darien/Pembroke vicinity in
1833.

These 1834 Probate Records show some very interesting facts. First, Aaron’s wife Philinda had
already married Uriah Newberry by June of 1834, when she renounced all duties to act as an
administrator to deal with the deceased Aaron Gunn’s property. Aaron’s brothers Daniel and
Hiram were both residents of Darien and they signed-off on the agreement for the establishment
of a surrogate to deal with the property of their deceased brother who died in Alden. This
presumably resulted either from the fact that Aaron and Daniel had jointly purchased property in
Darien in 1817, or from the fact that they lived nearby and were uncles to their brother Aaron’s
four minor sons.

The next item of interest in the 1834 Probate records consists in a partial list of notes for people
concerning debts that were associated with Aaron Gunn’s estate in 1834. One of these notes for
$20.00 involved Aaron’s brother Daniel, who was living in Darien. Another one for $23.00
involved Samuel P. Jenks. So, the family of Aaron Gunn was associated with the Jenks Family
while they lived in the Darien/Pembroke area. It is not known with certainty, but Samuel P.
Jenks was most likely a son of Obadiah Jenks and therefore a brother of Sarah Ann Jenks. This
relationship will be considered in more detail later.

In 1834 Spencer was 18 years old with three younger brothers, so they were all minors. Nothing
is known with certainty about what happened to them, or where they lived, until 1837. But,
Aaron Gunn’s estate was not actually settled until 1837, and documents from that settlement are
shown in Figure 23. On 27 March 1837, just two days after Spencer C. Gunn turned age 21 to
no longer be a minor, his brothers petitioned the surrogate of their father’s estate to make
Spencer their guardian “for the purpose of selling property that they owned”. On 28 March 1837
Spencer asked to be made the guardian of his three minor brothers, noting that no guardian had
ever been appointed for them, and this request was approved.



Figure 22A. Some 1834 Probate Records for Aaron D. Gunn.



Figure 22B. Some 1834 Probate Records for Aaron D. Gunn.



Figure 22C. Some 1834 Probate Records for Aaron D. Gunn.
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Figure 22D. Some 1834 Probate Records for Aaron D. Gunn.



Figure 23A. Some 1837 Probate Records for Aaron D. Gunn.

Figure 23B. Some 1837 Probate Records for Aaron D. Gunn.
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Figure 23C. Some 1837 Probate Records for Aaron D. Gunn.



Figure 23D. Some 1837 Probate Records for Aaron D. Gunn.

Once the guardianship request was approved, the property that the brothers inherited was sold
very quickly, since the 1837 probate records show a statement from James Newberry dated 10
July 1837. This indicates that he had received $29.05 as Philinda’s share of the settlement of
Aaron D. Gunn’s estate. It states that Philinda and her husband Uriah Newbury had both died
before that time, and that he was accepting the payment as the executor of their estates

The statement that the four sons were not appointed any guardian in the time between Aaron and
Philinda death and 1837 is quite odd. It seems likely that the four sons simply remained on
Aaron’s farm from the time of his death in December 1833 (when Spencer was close to age 18)
until the guardianship petition papers were signed and the property was sold immediately after



Spencer turned age 21 in 1837. In any event, Spencer C. Gunn was still in the vicinity of
Darien/Pembroke to make the sworn statement to the surrogate on 28 March 1837 in Figure 23.

The year 1837 was pivotal in the lives of Spencer C. Gunn and Sarah Ann Jenks. Spencer’s
father Aaron died in 1833 and Spencer turned age 21 in 1837 to be able to sell his father’s
property and obtain his share of the inheritance in that same year. Sarah turned age 18 in 1837
when her father died. Spencer C. Gunn and Sarah Ann Jenks were both in the vicinity of
Darien/Pembroke at that time, which provides significant circumstantial evidence, along with the
previous evidence, to support the fact that they married at that place about 1837 and left the area
to go to Pennsylvania soon after that.

Eunice Gunn was the first child born to Spencer and Sarah, and her death certificate in Figure 10
states that she was born on 30 May 1838 in Beaver Township, PA to indicate that Spencer and
Sarah left the Darien/Pembroke area for Pennsylvania very soon after they were married.. The
1840 Federal Census entry for Spencer Gunn in Figure 24 indicates that his family was residing
in Beaver Township, Crawford County, PA at that time, to distinguish which particular Beaver
Township in Pennsylvania that Eunice Gunn was born in.
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Name Spencer Green

Home in 1840 (City, County, State) Beaver, Crawford, Pennsylvania
Free White Persons - Males - 20 thru29 1

Free White Persons - Females - Under 5 2
Free White Persons - Females - 20 thru 29 1

Figure 24. Federal Census 1840 entry for Spencer C. Gunn.
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By the time that the 1840 Census was taken in Figure 24, Spencer and Sarah’s second daughter
Amelia had been born. Amelia shows up in the 1850 Federal Census at age 10 in Figure 9.
Spencer and Sarah had moved again before 1850, since the 1850 Federal Census in Figure 9
shows them residing in Girard Township, Erie County, PA.

There is no evidence regarding the whereabouts of the three remaining Gunn brothers in 1840. It
is noted that Spencer Gunn’s brother Jefferson would have been of age 21 in 1840, and there is
evidence that he took on responsibility for their two younger brothers. Jefferson’s biography in
Figure 21 notes that brother Cyrenius died in 1846, after graduating from Albany State Normal
School, and a later catalog from that school notes that fact and gives Jefferson Gunn as a contact.
Brother Cornelius is found to be staying with Jefferson Gunn in the 1850 Census in Clarence,
Erie County, NY in Figure 25, with name “C. C.”. The Aaron Gunn residing with Jefferson in
the 1850 Federal Census entry was actually his nephew, a son of Spencer C. Gunn.
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Figure 25A. Federal Census Entry in 1850 for Jefferson Gunn in Clarence, NY Page 177A.

More About Samuel P. Jenks

The 1834 Probate Records for Aaron Gunn in Figure 22 notes the existence of a debt between
Aaron Gunn and Samuel P. Jenks, to show some connection between the Gunn and Jenks
Families in Darien/Pembroke, NY. Additional information is available to give a clue to
determine exactly who this Samuel P. Jenks was. A Phelps Genealogy (1885) gives a biography
of Samuel P Jenks in Figure 26. Samuel was married in Alexander, New York on 10 April 1834,
and Alexander, NY is located in Genesee County very close to Darien/Pembroke. Samuel’s first
child Samuel Levant Jenks was born in Darien. Given the typical age at marriage at that time,
Samuel P. Jenks was probably born about 1813. As seen before in the case of Sarah Ann Jenks,
there was only one option available for determining the parents of Samuel P. Jenks in the
Darien/Pembroke vicinity at that time, and the Federal Census records for Obadiah Jenks in 1820
in Figure 12 and in 1830 in Figure 13 clearly conform with the notion that Samuel P. Jenks was
Obadiah’s son, and therefore Sarah Ann’s brother.

It also definitely appears that Spencer C. Gunn’s Family and Samuel P. Jenk’s Family departed
from Darien/Pembroke about 1837 and went to Beaver Township, Crawford County. PA
together, since Spencer and Sarah had a daughter there in 1838 and the Phelps Genealogy (1885)
states that Samuel and Pamelia Jenks had a daughter there in 1840. This supports the possibility
that the couples were connected by Sarah Ann Jenks and Samuel P. Jenks being siblings.

Samuel P. Jenks and his family then moved from Beaver Township, PA to Wisconsin before
1850 and Spencer and Sarah moved to Girard Township, Erie County, PA in the same
timeframe.

Conclusion

No hard evidence has been found that specifically states who the parents were of the Sarah Ann

Jenks who married Spencer Clay Gunn. All of the related evidence compiled here does however
appear to adequately prove beyond a reasonable doubt that her parents were Obadiah Jenks who
was born in Providence, Rl and Cleora Worden who was born in Shaftsbury, VT.
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HEBRON, CONNECTICUT.

SHOWING ALSO, IN BRIEF, THE SEVERAL LINKS IN THE GENEALOGIGAL CHAIN
WHICH CONNECTS THEM WITII THE OLD PURITAN, WILLIAN
PHELPS, WHO CAME TO AMERICA IN 1630;

With some Historical Notes and Data relating
to the Comvmon Family Name.

BY

Dudley Post Io’helps,

OF SYRACUSE, N. Y.
1885.

Figure 26A. Phelps Genealogy (1885).



TIIE PHELPS FAMILY,

(12)| married Alice D. Aldrich of Preble, N. Y.,
Febrnary 22, 1872. g

44. Cawviy Browwx, born ‘June 3, 1822;
married at Mansfield, Ohio, November 2, 1852,
Cornelia Amelia, daunghter of Bazil and Mary
Hoke, born in Mansfield. They now reside at
Fort Wayne, Ind.

I think all these children sere born at Preble.

13 Dan (Farmer, Geneva, Wis.)

45. Pawmeria, born at Tully, N. Y., August
10, 1808; married at Alexander, N. Y., Samuel
P, Jenks, April 10, 1834. They now reside at

Springtield, Wis. Tleir children are:—

Samuel Levant, born March 31, 1835, at
Darien, N. Y.; married at Spring Prairie,

Wis,, September 20, 1860, Alace Anna,
daughter of Jonathan and Clarissa Leach,
by whom he had Edith Mareia and Elmore
Mark (twins), November 17, 1861, at Lyons,

58

Figure 26B. Phelps Genealogy (1885), page 58.



A GENEALOGICAL RECORD,

(13) Wis.; and Levant J. P.; November 22,
1878, at Quiney, Minn,, where they now

reside.

Bettie Clara, born September 28, 1840,
at Beaver, Pa.; married William Booth at

Spring Prairie, Wis,, September 20, 1860.
They live at Albert Lea, Freeborn county,
Minn., and have one son—Willis Jenks,
born in Springfield, Wis., July 27, 1862.

Lucia and Marcia (twins), born October
14, 1843, at Beaver, Pa. Marcia died in

Lyons, Wis., August 20, 18%#5. Lucia mar-
ried LuPFayette Smith, October 1, 1867,
and had children—Ella Pamelia, born July
6, 1868, at Mishicott, Wis.; Daniel Porter,
born Angust 19, 1870, at Minneapolis,
Minn.; and Levant LaFayctte, born Febrn-
ary 10, 1874, at Preston, Minn.

Cora Bell, born November 11, 1849, at
Spring Prairie, Wis ,and there died, March

4, 1860,

59

Figure 26C. Phelps Genealogy (1885), page 59.



