Information on Kate Maxham (apparent third wife of Otis H. Maxham)

The attached letter was sent to my father Vincent F. Gehrlein in 1982 by Ruth Gosnell of
Pierpont, Ohio. It references Nancy Clawson who was the head of household where Otis
Maxham was listed in the 1860 Federal Census with an apparent second wife “Pemelia”.
“Catharine Sheen” was also listed as a member of the same household in 1860.

The letter suggests that “Pemelia” could actually have been “Cordelia Clawson”, but that was
later disproved. It also suggests without proof that Kate Shine (Catharine Sheen) in the census
report was a niece of Nancy Clawson.

A will of Otis Maxham’s apparent third wife Kate from 1906 was also mentioned in this letter
and a copy of that will was sent later and it is also attached. The will states that Otis Maxham
was her husband and that Wilmer Kelly was her son. Nieces and nephews were are mentioned,
but they are not named.

2

It is very unlikely that Catherine Shine from the 1860 Federal Census was Otis Maxham’s third
wife “Kate”, despite the similarities of their ages in the 1860 and 1870 Federal Census reports.
This results from Wilmer Kelly’s reported date of birth as December 1859 in the 1900 Federal
Census, while he does not appear in the 1860 Federal Census with Catherine Sheen.

William V. Gehrlein
Lewes, Delaware
January 2019
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