Letter to Abigail Maxham from Jacob Hewes

The attached letter was mailed to Abigail and Silas Maxham in Lee (Stokes Post Office), Oneida
County, NY on October 25, 1839 from Jacob Hewes in Le Roy, Genesee County, NY. The
salutation of “Brother and Sister” suggests that the correspondent was Abigail’s brother Jacob
Hewes. Based on the content of the letter, Jacob and Nancy Hewes had visited Abigail and Silas
Maxham in Lee and they describe their trip back to Le Roy. It mentions that Jacob and Nancy
considered relocating to Chautauqua or to Michigan, but decided against it and remained in Le
Roy. It goes on to discuss Jacob’s employment and mentions several family members. It
concludes with a discussion of religious faith.

This copy was provided to me by Gene Smith and Pete Smith of Chautauqua, NY, and the
original is in the possession of Helen and Roger Dewey.

William V. Gehrlein
May 2016
Lewes, DE
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