
Lineage from Samuel Stratton to Philinda Stratton Gunn 

The attached pages come from two sources, and they are used to determine the lineage from the 

immigrant Samuel Stratton who came to America from England, through six generations of his 

descendants to Philinda Stratton, who married Aaron D. Gunn in Shaftsbury, VT.  The first 

source covers the first four generations of this lineage: A Book of Strattons (Volume I), Harriet 

Russell Stratton, 1908, The Grafton Press Genealogical Publishers, New York, NY. 

Pages 153-161 give an extensive general background of some of the early Stratton Family 

immigrants who settled in Watertown, MA, and they particularly focus on the life of Samuel 

Stratton in Watertown after he settled there in 1647, and possibly earlier.  He was born in 

England about 1592 and was a Puritan who came to America with his wife Alice (family name 

unknown). Two of their sons, Samuel, Jr. and John Stratton probably came to America with 

them.  A third son named Richard Stratton soon followed them to America and there were quite 

possibly other children that remained in England.   

Samuel and Alice Stratton were both fined five pounds, which was a significant amount of 

money at the time, as a result of their publicly speaking out in Watertown about the lack of 

integrity of the jurors and the injustice of a court that convicted and condemned a woman to 

death in 1649 based on the accusation that she was a witch. Alice reportedly stated in public that 

the condemned woman “was no more a witch than she was”. It was also demanded that Samuel 

and Alice Stratton were required to publicly acknowledge that the court actually did act 

appropriately in that witch trial, or pay an additional fine of five pounds each.  Records show that 

Samuel Stratton paid the fines, but noted that he “remained of the same mind” regarding his 

initial comments regarding the jurors and the trial.  This was a very bold action to be taken at that 

time.  Samuel Stratton and his sons Samuel, Jr. and John all signed an Oath of Fidelity in 1652 

and they were all listed as members of the Watertown Militia.  Alice Stratton died in Watertown 

sometime before 1657, since Samuel Stratton married Margaret Bowlins on June 27, 1657. 

Samuel died December 25, 1672 in Watertown and Margaret died December 7, 1676. 

Pages 161-162 outline the life of Samuel Stratton, Jr. He was born in England and most probably 

came to America with his father. Samuel Stratton, Jr. married Mary Frye on March 25, 1651, and 

she died on October 27, 1674. Samuel then married Hannah Wheat, and he died December 5, 

1707. Page 162 lists the ten children of Samuel Stratton, Jr. who were all born in Watertown and 

the first eight were with his first wife Mary Frye Stratton.  The fifth of these children was a son 

named Richard Stratton. 

Page 168 provides an overview of the life of Richard Stratton who was born in Concord 

(Watertown) December 27, 1664.  He travelled about in Massachusetts as a young man to 

Charleston, Boston and Andover before settling in Chelmsford, where he owned and operated a 

mill. Richard Stratton married Naomi Hoyt on January 6, 1686 and she died less than two years 

later on December 8, 1687. He then married Margaret Sheaf twelve years later on April 8, 1699 



and he died about 1724.  Richard Stratton had four children, and the first child was a son named 

Ichabod Stratton who was born just seven days before his mother Naomi Hoyt Stratton died. 

Pages 174-175 outline the life of Ichabod Stratton, Sr. who was born in Chelmsford December 1, 

1687 and he learned the trade of being a cooper as a boy. Ichabod Stratton, Sr. married Elizabeth 

Hildreth in 1709 in Chelmsford, and like his father, he moved to a few locations in 

Massachusetts during his life.  He moved from Chelmsford to Littleton and then to Brookfield 

before finally settling in Hardwick where he held public office as Constable and Surveyor of 

Highways. He died in Hardwick in 1762.  Page 175 lists the nine children of Ichabod and 

Elizabeth Hildreth Stratton, and the sixth of their children was a son named Ichabod Stratton, Jr. 

The last three generations of this lineage from Samuel Stratton to Philinda Stratton Gunn comes 

from A Book of Strattons (Volume II), Harriet Russell Stratton, 1918, Frederick H Hitchcock 

Genealogical Publishing, New York, NY. The final four pages that are appended here are taken 

from that book. 

Page 27 describes the life of Ichabod Stratton, Jr. who was born in Chelmsford on January 11, 

1722. He married Abigail Church on October 8, 1743 and she died before 1755, since Ichabod 

Stratton, Jr. then married Hannah Goodnough (or Goodman) on July 1, 1755. He appeared in 

records in Bennington, VT in 1754, but then returned to Hardwick, MA until after 1777, when he 

then settled in Rutland, VT where he was living in 1790. Ichabod Stratton, Jr. had seven 

children. The first four of these children were with his first wife Abigail Church Stratton.  The 

first of the three children of Ichabod and Hannah Goodnough Stratton was a son named Jonathan 

Stratton. 

Pages 51-52 briefly describe the life of Jonathan Stratton, who was born in Hardwick on April 6, 

1756.  The two pages contain a list of the names of his eleven children, including a daughter 

named Philada (Philinda). It states that he was a Soldier of the Revolution in 1779. Records do 

show that Jonathan Stratton did serve in the Vermont Militia in 1781. It is possible that the 1779 

service could have been performed in Massachusetts before he moved to Bennington, VT, since 

Jonathan Stratton married Eunice Cutler in Greenwich, MA in 1776.  A statement is also made 

about their son Jefferson having a son who settled in Michigan, and that is discussed in the 

Lineage from James Cutler to Eunice Cutler Stratton. Philinda Stratton married Aaron D Gunn in 

Shaftsbury, VT on December 13, 1813. 

 

         William V. Gehrlein 

         September, 2015 

         Lewes, DE 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 


