Jonathan Stratton Will

The following pages show the probate records resulting from the death of Jonathan Stratton in
Shaftsbury, VT. The last two pages show a transcription of his will. His only son Jefferson acted
as executor. The will was presented in court by Jefferson in August of 1827 after Jonathan had
died, and it was accepted as being valid. It mentions his wife Eunice, but it does not mention her
family name of Cutler.

The will does however list the names of the couple’s ten daughters with the names of the
husbands of each of those daughters:

Hannah — John Allan
Amanda — John Moore
Olive — Simeon Watson
Eunice — Ezra Wood
Matilda — Lyman Galusha
Louisa — Abel Smith
Philinda — Aaron Gunn
Venlora — Lemuel Leach
Triphena — Waterman Leach
Rebeccah — John Morse

All of the children were presumably living at the time the will was written on December 15,
1823.

William V. Gehrlein
August, 2015
Lewes, DE
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THE GENEALOGY OF

THE STRATTON FAMILY

] 'by

5 and‘

ROBERT HENRY FULLER

1976
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Shaftsbury. However, before moving to Shaftsbury, Jonathan became a private in the
Militia for two days, fighting in the Battle of Bennington. His wages and rations were 1:4;
2:8 and he traveled 32 miles, amount 13:4. The year of his Revolution War service was 1777.
It is also noted that in 1775 he reported sick in the hospital.

Jonathan’s will is recorded in Bennington, written in Shaftsbury, December 13, 1823 and
presented for probate July 4, 1827, and as he had witnessed a deed in March 1827, it would
appear he died sometime between March and July 4, 1827 at the age of 71. He and Eunice
Cutler Stratton were the parents of eleven children, ten daughters and the youngest child
their only son.

Jonathan’s () children (catalogue numbers not in proper sequence):

—527 Hannah (7) born about 1778, married John Allen

—524 Amanda (7) married John Moore

—522 Olive (7) married Simeon Watson in Shaftsbury December 11, 1800. They moved
about 1835 to Machias, Cattaraugus Co., New York

—525 Eunice (7) married Ezra Wood in Shaftsbury February 24, 1803

—519 Matilda (7) married Layman Galusha

—521 Lousina (Lucinda) (7) married Abel Smith

—526 Philinda (7) married Aaron Gunn in Shaftsbury, December 13, 1813,

—518 Venlora (Venlory) (7) married Lemuel Leach in Bennington December 2, 1818.
Called Lora on: the marriage record.

—520 Triphena (Tryphena) (7) married Waterman Leach in Shaftsbury, Januvary 25,
1820.

—523 Rebecca (7) married John Morse, Jr., of Bennington in Shaftsbury, February 2,
1823. She was the only child who remained in Shaftsbury. She died March 26, 1870 and John
Morse died March 4, 1885. Gravestones are in the Wait cemetery.

—528 Jefferson (7) born January 4, 1801, married Roanna (Rhona or Rhomma) Elwell in
Shaftsbury March 22, 1821. Roanna was born in Shaftsbury, Vermont, October 26, 1799, the
daughter of Asa Elwell.-She died in Leslie, Michigan May 13, 1868.

Jonathan Stratton’s will follows:

AUGUST 1827
JONATHAN STRATTON
(1756-1827)

And now comes Jefferson Stratton, of Shaftsbury, in said district, and presents to said
court a writing, purporting to be the last will and testament of Jonathan Stratton, late of
Shaftsbury aforesaid, deceased, with a request to have the same allowed and approved, and
the Probate thereof granted, and public notice having been given under an order of this
court, in the Vermont Gazette printed at Bennington to all concerned, agreeable to law, to
appear in this court on this day, and contest the Probate filing and recording of said will,
and now Alice Henry, Abi Henry & Wm. Henry, the subscribing witnesses to said will,
personally appeared in and before said court, and being duly sworn made solemn oath that
the said will was signed and sealed by the said Jonathan Stratton, and that they signed the
same as witnesses in his presence, and in the presence of each other, and that the said
Jonathan Stratton at the time of executing the same was of sound and perfect mind and
memory, and did then and there declare and publish the same as his last will and testament
whereupon the said will is accepted by the court, allowed, proved and ordered to be
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recorded, and is as follows, viz:

In the name of God Amen. |, Jonathan Stratton of Shaftsbury in the County of Bennington
and State of Vermont being weak in body but of a sound perfect and disposing mind and
memory and calling to mind that man is dust and unto dust he shall return | do therefore
make ordain and publish this my last will and testament in manner and form following—
that is to say | give and bequeath my spirit to God that gave it and my body to the earth from
whence it came nothing doubting but God is able to raise it a spiritual body—and as it
respects my worldly interest after all my just debts and funeral charges are paid.

| firstly give and bequeath to my beloved wife Eunice Stratton one-third of the rents and
profits of all the real estate | may die possessed of for and during her natural life if she
should out-live me and also one-third part of all the personal property | may die possessed of
comprehending in said third part all the household furniture which said furniture if | should
out-live my said wife, | give and bequeath to my ten daughters hereafter named to be
equally divided among them.

And secondly | give and bequeath to my son Jefferson Stratton his heirs and assigns the
farm on which | now live, lying and being in Shaftsbury aforesaid and bounded south of
Bennington line east on lands owned by Samuel Blackman, David Matteson, Artemas
Matteson, Isaiah Matteson and Asa Matteson, north by Lathrop Elwell and Simeon Watson
and west by Simeon Watson and Samuel Blackman, supposed to contain about seventy
seven acres — Also one wood lot lying in Bennington which | give and bequeath to my said
son Jefferson his heirs and assigns bounded north and west by lands owned by Samuel
Blackman south by Thomas Matteson jun. and east by Lucius H. Gibbs suppose to be about
twenty five acres—And also all my farming tools and stock with all my other property of
whatever name or nature not otherwise disposed of.—

Reserving out of the said real and personal estate now bequeathed to my said son Jef-
ferson all the aforesaid dower given to my beloved wife Eunice if she should outlive me—
And also reserving the aforesaid woodlot lying in Bennington for the security of the payment
of the legacies hereafter mentioned that is to say Ten dollars to my daughter Hannah wife of
John Allan, and Ten dollars to my daughter Amanda wife of John Moore, and Ten dollars to
my daughter Olive wife of Simeon Watson, and Ten dollars to my daughter Eunice wife of
Ezra Wood, and Ten dollars to my daughter Matilda wife of Lyman Galusha, and Ten
dollars to my daughter Lousina wife of Abel Smith, and Ten dollars to my daughter
Philanda wife of Aaron Gunn, and Ten dollars to my daughter Venlora wife of Lemuel
Leach, and Ten dollars to my daughter Triphena wife of Waterman Leach, and Ten dollars
to my daughter Rebeccah wife of John Morse and that if my said son Jefferson should
neglect or refuse to pay said legacies for the space of two years after my decease then these
said legatees shall have a right to divide the aforesaid wood lot equally among themselves
for their use forever—and lastly | appoint my said son Jefferson Stratton my sole executor
to this my last Will and Testament.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and seal this 15th day of December in the
year of our Lord 1823.

Signed, sealed published and declared by the above named Jonathan Stratton to be his
last Will and testament in the presence of us who have hereunto subscribed our names as
witnesses in the presence of the testator.——

Jonathan Stratton (LS)
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