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The Children of Aaron D. and Philinda Stratton Gunn 

 

The 1995 Genealogy of the Knauff Family gave information about the Gunn Family of 
Springboro, PA in Chapter 3. The primary information that was available at that time came from 
several sources. The first was a letter that was written in 1920 from Aaron D. Gunn of Lancaster, 
NY to Spencer C. Gunn of Albany, NY (1920 Letter). The second source was a list of Gunn 
Family members that was written in 1882 by an unknown person who was somehow connected 
to the Springboro, PA Gunn Family (1882 List). Other information came from the 1850 Federal 
Census entry for Spencer C. Gunn in Girard Township, PA. Some of the conclusions that were 
drawn in that study were not completely correct, since additional information has come to light 
in the past 20 years to provide a major advancement in what is known about the Springboro, PA 
Gunn Family. In summary, the family that was headed by Spencer Clay Gunn did not remain in 
Springboro for very long after the 1850 Federal Census, but most of them did return after 1880. 
The story is also seriously complicated by the fact that the Gunn Family had a habit of reusing 
the exact same names for their sons from one generation to the next. 

Moses Gunn – The Immigrant from Scotland 

The 1920 Letter describes the Springboro Gunn Family ancestor that came to America as having 
left Scotland, sailed to Canada, travelled south with a group of other people, crossed the 
American border near Lake Champlain into Vermont, and then remained near Bennington, 
Vermont as the others in the group continued on. This “young man not married” was very 
probably the Moses Gunn who was discussed in the Knauff Genealogy, and he would have been 
the great-grandfather of the author of the 1920 Letter, not the “grandfather” as it is stated. Moses 
Gunn first appears with a family in the 1790 Federal Census in the town of Shaftsbury in 
Bennington County, VT.  It has since been found that the name ‘Moses Gun’ also appears in the 
minutes of a town meeting that was held in Bennington, Vermont long before that on March 28, 
1781. Appendix A shows pages from a book that lists the names of volunteers from the 
Bennington, VT area that were involved in actions during the American Revolution, and the 
name of Moses Gunn is listed as a participant in two actions. It is not possible to prove with 
certainty that this is the same Moses Gunn in all cases, but it is very likely to be the case. 

Aaron D. Gunn – From Vermont to New York 

The Knauff Genealogy used the 1882 Letter to provide evidence that Moses Gunn had a son 
Aaron D. Gunn, born in July of 1790.  Since Moses Gunn settled in the Bennington area 
unmarried, Aaron D. Gunn was born in Vermont. Town records of Shaftsbury, Bennington 
County, VT show that Aaron Gunn of Shaftsbury married Philinda Stratton there on December 
13, 1813. Philinda Stratton was the daughter of Jonathan Stratton, a soldier of the American 
Revolution (A Book of Strattons [Volume 2], by H. R. Stratton, Hitchcock Genealogical 
Publishing, New York, 1918).  A copy of the town record of the marriage is shown in Figure 1.   



 

Figure 1. Marriage record for Aaron Gunn and Philinda Stratton. 

When the author of the 1920 Letter refers to “the travels of those 4 brothers of the Scotch Land”, 
he appears to be referring to the four sons of Aaron D. and Philinda Stratton Gunn, and is 
generally eluding to their Scottish ancestry and is not stating that the four brothers were actually 
born there; contrary to the conclusion in the Knauff Genealogy. 

The link between Aaron D. and Philinda Stratton Gunn to the Springboro Gunn Family is proved 
in a biography of Jefferson S. Gunn (History of the City of Buffalo and Erie County: With 
Biographical Sketches of Some of its Prominent Men and Pioneers, Volume 1. By Henry Perry 
Smith. Mason Publishers, Syracuse NY, 1884, page 729) in Figure 2. 

 

Figure 2. Biography of Jefferson S. Gunn. 

There are some very critical technical errors in the years that were reported in this biography.  
For example, Jefferson S. Gunn could not have been born in 1844 if his father died in 1834.  
However, the basic facts are true, and they can be verified.  Aaron D. and Philinda Stratton Gunn 
left Vermont and settled in Genesee County, New York where Jefferson is reported to have been 
born. They had four sons: Spencer C, Jefferson S, Cyrenius C, and Cornelius C Gunn. 



Aaron Gunn is found in the town of Pembroke, Genesee County, NY in the Federal Census for 
both 1820 and 1830. Figure 3 shows the 1820 listing with two males under the age of 10, one 
male aged between 26 and 44 and one female aged between 16 and 25. The two boys were 
Spencer C who was born in 1816 and Jefferson S who was born in 1819.   

Daniel Gunn is listed as the head of household immediately next to Aaron Gunn in the 1820 
Census in Figure 3, where he is listed as being of an age between 26 and 44, like Aaron Gunn.  
The exact connection between Aaron and Daniel Gunn is not known, but they must have been 
very close. This follows from some records of land transactions from the Holland Land 
Company that are given in Appendix B.  Not only did Daniel and Aaron Gunn live near each 
other, they jointly purchased the property of Lot 36 in Darien, Genesee County, New York on 
June 24, 1817. This tells us when Aaron and Daniel Gunn appeared in Darien with some 
precision.  Daniel Gunn appeared in the 1830 Census and 1840 Census in Genesee County, but 
no additional information is known about him, or his relationship to Aaron D Gunn. 

 

 

Figure 3. Aaron D. Gunn listing in 1820 Federal Census in Pembroke, Genesee County, NY. 

The 1830 Federal Census for Aaron Gunn is given in Figure 4. The listing shows one male under 
the age of 5 (Cornelius born in 1826), one male aged between 5 and 9 (Cyrenius born in 1823), 
two males aged between 10 and 14 (Spencer and Jefferson), one male aged between 30 and 39 
(Aaron), and one female aged between 30 and 39 (Philinda). 

 



 

 

Figure 4. Aaron D. Gunn listing in 1830 Federal Census in Pembroke, Genesee County, NY. 

There are no entries for either Aaron or Philinda Gunn in the 1840 Federal Census, so Aaron 
must have died before 1840, as stated in the Jefferson S. Gunn biography. It is also very 
plausible that Philinda Gunn also died before 1840, since the dates stated for her lifespan in the 
Jefferson Gunn biography in Figure 2 do not match up. No burial sites have been found for either 
Aaron or Philinda Gunn. 

The Four Sons of Aaron D. and Philinda Stratton Gunn 

Cyrenius C. Gunn 

The Jefferson Gunn biography in Figure 2 states that his brother Cyrenius Gunn attended the 
Albany Normal School and then died at age 24 soon after he started teaching in Lancaster, NY. 
The 1920 letter notes that Cyrenius borrowed money from a brother to pay for attending the 
Albany Normal School. That brother was probably Jefferson Gunn, since there was a very strong 
relationship between them.  The entry in Figure 5 was given for Cyrenius C. Gunn in a list of 
graduated from the 1846 class at Albany Normal School. (An Historical Sketch of the State 
Normal College at Albany NY. By New York State University, Brandow Publishing Company, 
Albany NY, 1894, page 102).  It is noted that Cyrenius Gunn died in 1847, and his brother 
Jefferson Gunn is listed as an address. 

 

Figure 5. Cyrenius C. Gunn entry for Albamy Normal School. 

There is no evidence to suggest that Cyrenius C. Gunn ever married or had any children. He is 
buried at Lancaster Rural Cemetery, Lancaster, Erie County, NY, where his gravestone notes 
that he died in 1847 at age 24. A photo of his tombstone is shown in Figure 6. 



 

Cyrenius C. Gunn 
Died 

April 16, 1847 
Aged 24 Years 

Figure 6. Gravestone for Cyrenius C. Gunn. 

 

Cornelius C. Gunn 

Cornelius Gunn also had a strong relationship with his brother Jefferson Gunn, as evidenced by 
information in the 1850 Federal Census that was discovered and provided by Diane Flynn in 
Figure 7.  Cornelius Gunn was living in the home of Jefferson Gunn in 1850, but both Jefferson 
and Cornelius only had their initials used in the listing.  The listing was only discovered by using 
the name Emeline Gunn to search or for Jefferson’s wife. The family is found in the town of 
Clarence, Erie County New York. 

Figure 7 shows C. C. Gunn at age 24 in 1850, which corresponds to the date of birth for 
Jefferson’s brother Cornelius in 1826.  It was noted above that Cyrenius C. Gunn died in 1847, 
so that is not a possibility for a match. The occupation for Cornelius Gunn is listed as a “pedlar” 
with his place of birth being given as NY. The appearance of Aaron Gunn at age 7 with a 
birthplace of PA in this census listing is explained later, since he actually was a son of Spencer 
C. Gunn, and he was the Aaron D. Gunn who authored the 1920 Letter.  He continued to live 
with Jefferson S. Gunn until his adulthood. 

 



 

 

Figure 7. Jefferson S Gunn listing in 1850 Federal Census in Clarence, Erie County, NY. 

Diane Flynn also discovered that Cornelius C. Gunn is buried at Lancaster Rural Cemetery in 
Lancaster, Erie County, NY with his brother Cyrenius C. Gunn. His gravestone is shown below 
in Figure 8 to indicate that Cornelius Gunn died at an age of 25 years and 7 months, just one year 
after the 1850 Federal Census listing in Figure 7 was created.  There is no evidence to suggest 
that Cornelius C. Gunn ever married or had any children. 

 

Cornelius C. Gunn 
Died 

May 1, 1851 
Age 25 y’s & 

7 mos. 
Figure 8. Gravestone of Cornelius C. Gunn. 



Jefferson S. Gunn 

Most of what is known about Jefferson S. Gunn comes from the biography that is shown in 
Figure 2. He spent some years working as a schoolteacher, like his brother Cyrenius, and he 
married Emeline Rearick, who is listed in the 1850 Federal Census in Figure 7. Upon Emeline’s 
death, Jefferson married Caroline Zimmer. Jefferson and Emeline Rearick Gunn appear alone in 
the Federal and New York State Census Reports for 1855, 1860, and 1865. A boarder was listed 
as living with them in the 1870 Federal Census. The listing for the 1875 NY State Census is 
shown in Figure 9, where William Gunn is listed as a “Son” at age 11. 

 

 

Figure 9. Jefferson S Gunn listing in 1875 NY State Census in Clarence, Erie County, NY. 

The mystery of the appearance of the son William Gunn at age 11 in 1875 is clarified in the 1880 
Federal Census listing in Figure 10, where William Kennedy aged 16 is listed as a “Foster Son”. 

 

 

Figure 10. Jefferson S Gunn listing in 1880 Federal Census in Clarence, Erie County, NY. 

The 1880 Census results show that Jefferson Gunn was born in NY and that both of his parents 
were born in Vermont.  Jefferson Gunn now appears in the listing with his wife “Caroline”.  
Jefferson’s nephew Aaron D. Gunn, who was mentioned earlier, appears immediately before 



Jefferson Gunn in the census report in Figure 10.  Jefferson and Caroline Gunn appear alone in 
the 1900 Federal Census.  There is no evidence that Jefferson Gunn had any children, and he 
died February 4, 1901. 

Jefferson S. Gunn is buried with his first wife Emeline Rearick Gunn at Harris Hills Cemetery, in 
the town of Clarence in Erie County New York and a photo of their gravestone is shown in 
Figure 11. 

 

Jefferson S. Gunn 
Born Jan 27, 1819 
Died Feb. 4, 1901 

 
Emeline His Wife 

Born May 25, 1821 
Died Mar, 23, 1876 

Figure 11. Gravestone of Jefferson S, Gunn. 

Spencer Clay Gunn 

Spencer Clay Gunn was born on March 25, 1816 and he was the oldest son of Aaron D and 
Philinda Stratton Gunn. It was noted in the Knauff Genealogy that his wife Sarah Jenks Gunn 
died in Springboro, PA and that remains were sent to Plattsburgh, NY for burial. Since they were 
in Springboro to be listed in the 1850 Federal Census, and Sarah Jenks Gunn died there; it was 
concluded that the family had remained in Springboro. However, evidence that has become 
available since the Knauff Genealogy was written in 1995 shows that this is not at all what 
actually happened. This family group made a very interesting journey to Plattsburgh, New York. 



Spencer and Sarah Jenks Gunn are both buried at Riverside Cemetery, in the town of 
Plattsburgh, Clinton County, NY.  They are buried there with their son Cornelius T Gunn and his 
wife Louise A Davidson.  A photo of their gravestone is shown in Figure 12.  

 

The inscription of the gravestone references both couples: 

  Cornelius T. Gunn      Spencer C. Gunn 
      1844 – 1908     Born 
            Louise A. Davidson        March 25, 1816 
       His Wife                 Died 
     1847 – 1904                    July 19, 1879 
               Sarah A. Jenks 
                           His Wife 
                      Born 
                     Jan. 19, 1819 
                        Died 
                       Feb. 1, 1892 
 
Figure 12. Gravestone for Spencer C. Gunn and Cornelius T. Gunn. 

The inscription of this gravestone notes that Spencer C Gunn died on July 19, 1879, and this was 
the source of the date of birth on January 19, 1819 that was mentioned above. 

Spencer C. Gunn appears with his family in the 1850 Federal Census in Girard Township, Erie 
County, PA as shown in Figure 13. Spencer (aged 34) and Sarah (aged 31) are listed with all of 
their children: Eunice (aged 12), Amelia (aged 10), Aaron (aged 8) and the twins Cyrenius and 
Cornelius (aged 6). All children are listed as being born in Pennsylvania, to indicate that Spencer 
and Sarah Gunn moved there before 1838; but no census records can be found for them in 1840 
in either Pennsylvania or New York. 



 

 

      Name              Age      Place of Birth 
 Spencer C. Gunn   34   NY 
 Sarah A.     31   NY 
 Eunice     12   Pa 
 Amelia     10    “ 
 Aaron       8    “ 
 Cyremus      6    “ 
 Cornelius      6    “ 

Figure 13. Spencer C. Gunn entry in the 1850 Federal Census. 

The 1850 Federal Census entry in Figure 13 lists the birthplace of both Spencer and Sarah Jenks 
Gunn as New York, but this is most likely incorrect since Spencer was born in 1816 and his 
parents did not settle in Genesee County, New York until 1817. It is most likely that he was born 
in Vermont before his parents moved to New York, and his birthplace in Vermont is stated in 
most of the other records that are available. 

Sometime between 1850 and 1860, a very major transition took place for Spencer and Sarah 
Gunn and their family.  Figure 14 shows the 1860 Federal Census entry for Spencer C. Gunn in 
the Village of Plattsburgh in Clinton County, New York.  Spencer is listed with an occupation of 
“Book Keeper”.  Daughter Amelia is listed as a “Schoolteacher” and the twins Cornelius and 
Cyrenius are in the household. The children Eunice and Aaron D. Gunn from the 1850 Federal 
Census in Figure 13 are absent in the 1860 Federal Census listing after the family moved to 
Plattsburgh, New York. It was noted above that Aaron D. Gunn also appeared as a resident in the 
home of his uncle Jefferson S. Gunn in Figure 7.  Aaron D. Gunn remained at the home of 
Jefferson Gunn until his adulthood, when he went back to Pennsylvania to enlist for service in 
the Union Army during the American Civil War.  Appendix C shows a long article that was 
written about Aaron D. Gunn in 1927, in which Jefferson Gunn is referred to as “his uncle and 
foster father”. 



 

 

 

Figure 14. Spencer C. Gunn entry in the 1860 Federal Census. 

As described in the 1995 Knauff Genealogy, Eunice Gunn married Charles Cornell and she then 
remained in Conneautville when Spencer and Sarah Gunn moved the family to Plattsburgh.  
Entries for Charles and Eunice Gunn Cornell and their family appear in Spring Township in 
Crawford County, Pennsylvania in 1860, 1870, 1880 and 1900. 

Figure 15 shows the Certificate of Death for Eunice Gunn Cornell, where her parents are 
specifically identified as Spencer and Sarah Jenks Gunn.  Her place of birth is given as Beaver 
Township, Pennsylvania, which is very near Springboro. The Knauff Genealogy misinterpreted 
the handwriting on this death certificate to give her birthplace as Brown Township.  The place of 
birth for her father is given as Vermont. 

The coincidence of names and the appropriate reported ages for the family members in the 1850 
and 1860 Federal Census records for Spencer and Sarah Gunn and their children that appear in 
both census reports strongly indicate that the same family is being recorded in both. Further 
evidence is provided in a newspaper article regarding the daughter Amelia of Spencer and Sarah 
Gunn in Figure 15. She married Hugh Mulholland, and the article was written in 1884 after 
Spencer had died (Plattsburgh Sentinel, May 30, 1884, page 8). 



 

Figure 15. Certificate of Death from Eunice Gunn Cornell. 

 

Figure 16. Newspaper article about Amelia Gunn Mulholland. 



Spencer and Sarah Gunn moved again between 1860 and 1870 as shown by their entry in the 
1870 Federal Census in Figure 17 where they are residing in Saranac in Clinton County, New 
York, which is not far from Plattsburgh. Spencer is listed with the occupation of “Lumberman” 
and their daughter Amelia is residing with them. 

 

 

Figure 17. Spencer C. Gunn entry in the 1870 Federal Census. 

Cyrenius Gunn is listed as a boarder at a hotel in Plattsburgh in the 1870 Federal Census and no 
census entry is found for Cornelius Gunn. 

Spencer C. Gunn and his son Cornelius T. Gunn initiated a business venture that is very 
consistent with the occupational listing for Spencer Gunn as a “Lumberman” in the 1870 Census 
in Figure 17. Appendix D shows New York State records regarding the establishment of a 
corporation called the Saranac Lumber and Improvement Company in 1871 that was to be 
headed by James H. Totman, Spencer C. Gunn, Cornelius T. Gunn, George W. Hartrwell and 
James Hammon. The purpose of the corporation was to make the Saranac River navigable from 
Saranac Lake to the dam in Plattsburgh for the floating and running of logs to Plattsburgh, and to 
then be able to charge timber companies for rights to use that waterway. 

Spencer and Cornelius Gunn apparently remained active in the logging business, as noted by an 
article that is shown in Figure 18 about logging operations on the Saranac River in 1883 
(Plattsburgh Republican, January 13, 1883, page 1). This was written four years after the death 
of Spencer Gunn, but his son and business partner Cornelius clearly was still involved with the 
lumbering business in that area. 

 

 



 

Figure 18. 1883 article about logging operations of Cornelius T. Gunn. 

Spencer C. Gunn was involved with a number of different activities. Figure 19 shows his listing 
for serving as the Postmaster in the town of Franklin Falls, in Franklin County, New York from 
National Archives, Appointments of U. S. Postmasters 1832 – 1971 

 

 

Figure 19. Spencer C. Gunn appointment as Postmaster of Franklin Falls. 

In 1872, Spencer C. Gunn ran for elected office of Coroner as seen in the advertisement in 
Figure 20 from Plattsburgh Republican, November 2, 1872, page 2. 

 

Figure 20. Campaign advertisement for Spencer C, Gunn. 



The appointment of Spencer Gunn as Postmaster of Franklin Falls makes complete sense, since 
he and Sarah lived there from 1872 until the time that Spencer died in 1879, as owners of The 
Franklin House. This was a hotel in Franklin Falls that started as a way-station along a stage 
coach road, and developed into a popular spot for fishing enthusiasts to stay. A brief history of 
The Franklin House is shown in Appendix E from a 1921 history of the Adirondack Mountain 
area. The list of owners of the hotel indicates that there might have been a one year lapse 
between the death of Spencer Gunn and its sale to a new owner. 

In 1880, one year after the death of Spencer C. Gunn, Federal Census records show Sarah Gunn 
residing in the home of her son-in-law and daughter, Hugh and Amelia Gunn Mulholland in 
Saranac.  The twin sons Cyrenius and Cornelius Gunn were both registered as heads of 
household in Plattsburgh. All records of the 1890 Federal Census were lost, so there is no way to 
use that to track movements of the family members. However, it appears that all family 
members, except Cornelius Gunn, returned to Spring Township, Pennsylvania after the death of 
Spencer C. Gunn, who was buried in Plattsburgh in 1879. 

The reasoning behind the idea of the migration back to Spring Township starts with the fact that 
Sarah Gunn died there in 1892, and the article that is referenced in the Knauff Genealogy states 
that she had been living there with her children: Cyrenius T. Gunn, Mrs. C. D. Cornell (Eunice) 
and Mrs. A. Mulholland (Amelia); and that her remains were sent to Plattsburgh for burial. 
Eunice Gunn Cornell never left Springboro when the rest of the family went to Plattsburgh, New 
York.  The three children: Eunice Gunn Cornell, Cyrenius T. Gunn and Amelia Gunn 
Mulholland are all registered in the 1900 Federal Census in Spring Township. Cornelius T. Gunn 
remained in Plattsburgh where he was buried. 

As further evidence of this migration, records of the settlement of the will of Sarah A. Gunn in 
the court records of Crawford County. Pennsylvania from 1893 make reference to the February 
death of Sarah A. Gunn of Springboro “our mother”, and it is signed by Cornelius T. Gunn of 
Plattsburgh, Aaron D. Gunn of Gunnville (NY), Amelia G. Mulholland of Springboro, Eunice G. 
Cornell of Springboro and Cyrenius T. Gunn of Springboro. The residence locations are directly 
associated with the signatures in this document. The family obviously started out in Springboro 
and also went back there, after a long absence in the area of Plattsburgh, New York.  This 
excludes Spencer C. Gunn died in Plattsburgh, and Cornelius T. Gunn who remained in 
Plattsburgh when the family returned to Spring Township, Pennsylvania. 

Cornelius T. Gunn had a son named Spencer C. Gunn, again using the tradition of reusing first 
names for sons. This son settled in Albany, New York and he was the recipient of the 1920 
Letter that was written by the Aaron D. Gunn of Gunnville (Lancaster), New York in the 
preceding paragraph.  The 1920 Letter was written when Spencer C. Gunn of Albany was trying 
to verify his Scottish ancestry to join the St. Andrews Society. It apparently worked, since a 1921 
biography of Spencer C. Gunn of Albany in Appendix F mentions his membership in this 
society. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A 

Moses Gunn and Vermont Soldiers in the American Revolution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix B 

Holland Land Company Transactions for Aaron and Daniel Gunn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 

 

T11 R03 is in Darien, Genesee County, based on code. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix C 

Newspaper Article about Aaron D. Gunn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: From Diane Flynn. Buffalo Evening News, March 30, 1927. 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix D 

New York State records regarding the Saranac Lumber and Improvement Company 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix E 

History of the Franklin House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix F 

Biography of Spencer C. Gunn of Albany 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 


