Probate Records for John Cleland, Jr.

The attached pages show the will and probate records from Chautauqua County, NY from 1876
and 1877. The actual will was written in 1866, and it is transcribed into court records on page 241
in 1877 after it was accepted as being a valid will. The remaining pages record testimony of his
children and a surviving witness who were providing testimony for the court surrogate to establish
“proof” of the authenticity of the will during 1876. The will was being contested.

The genealogical records from these probate records are from two primary sources:

1. The statement of the court surrogate that identifies the heirs and next of kin for John
Cleland, Jr. This includes the place of residence for each, and it lists the children of Emily
Maxham, who was deceased: Marcena Maxham (Wellsburg, Crawford County, PA),
Dallas Maxham (Charlotte, Chautauqua County, NY), Otis H. Maxham (Stockton,
Chautauqua County, NY) and George C. Maxham (Charlotte, Chautauqua County, NY).
All were listed as being “of full age”, except for George who was 19.

2. The testimony of Darius Cleland on Page 245, where he identifies the children of John
Cleland, Jr. in their order of birth: (1) Darius Cleland (2) Augustus Cleland (3) Emily
Maxham - deceased (4) Marilla Todd (5) John W. Cleland (6) Hannah Loucks (7) Byron
Cleland.

This is the first mention of Dallas Maxham that has been made. He does appear in Federal Census
records, but never in the home of Otis and Emily Cleland Maxham.

William V. Gehrlein
October, 2015
Lewes Delaware
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