
 

History of the Town of Wayne, Maine 

 

The appended pages are taken from History of the Town of Wayne, Kennebec County, Maine: 

From its Settlement to 1898, by George W. Walton, Maine Farmer Publishing Co., Augusta, 1898. 

They include biographical sketches of three men with ties to that town. The first is that of Isaac 

Maxim, and the other two are related to his sons Hiram and Hudson Maxim. These sketches give 

very flowery accounts of the lives of these men and their accomplishments as inventors. They are 

included because these men are related to the Silas Maxham who died in Chautauqua County, NY. 

The biography of Hiram Maxim is particularly of general interest, since he became very famous 

as the inventor of the “Maxim Gun”, which was the first recoilless self-loading machine gun. 

The biography of Isaac Maxim is of particular interest from a genealogical perspective, since it 

provides evidence that links the Maine “Maxim” Family to the Massachusetts “Maxham” Family 

on page 247. It states that the first recorded member of the Maxim Family in Massachusetts was 

found to be Samuel Maxim, who died and had an inventory of his estate taken on May 27, 1729. 

His will gives the name of his wife as Hannah, and the names of their children are listed as: 

1. Jacob Maxim 

2. Thaddeus Maxim 

3. Dinah Maxim 

4. Samuel Maxim, Jr. 

5. Edmund Maxim 

6. Adonijah Maxim 

7. John Maxim 

8. Freelove Maxim 

Of particular interest is the fifth child of Samuel and Hannah Maxim named Edmund Maxim, as 

it was spelled by the Maine Family.  He was Edmund Maxham, as it was spelled by the 

Massachusetts Family, and he was an ancestor of the Silas Maxham who died in Chautauqua 

County, NY. 

The biography goes on to provide great detail about the descendants of Samuel Maxim, Jr. in the 

list above, since his son Nathan was the ancestor that led to the Maxim Family in Maine. 

    

        William V. Gehrlein 

        November, 2015 

        Lewes, DE 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


