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FOREWORD TO GENEALOGIES

Inthis section I havetried to include all available records of Colrainfamilies whose
ancestors first arrived in the town before 1800, using the Census of 1790 and 1800 as a
suide. A few were only "passing through,' as it were, leaving no impression on the
town, and those I have omitted. Others who gave valuable service to the town and whose
descendants are perhaps living here or nearby, but who came after 1800 I have also re-
sretfully been obliged to omit, for lack of space and time, In many cases the lack will be
partly compensated in the biographies.

Although I have checked and rechecked, errors will be found, especially in dates.
As every genealogist knows, there are frequent discrepancies between town und church
records, and between either of these and family records. Family records are usually
more reliable, but often entries in family Bibles are made after a considerable lapse of
time and to the best (and sometimes faulty) recollection of the person who records the
event. Add to this the possibility of human error in making copies and of long-2g0 human
vanity in reporting ages to a census-taker, and you will see that accuracy is hard to
achieve. Too, early genealogists sometimes record surmise as fact.

In most cases I have confined family histories {o three or four generations for
space-saving reasons, and because I feel that recent records are easier to find than early
ones, Also, T have not usually followed a family for more than one generation after its
members left Colrain unless the removal was to a nearby town. I have omilted specifying
the name of the state in the case of Massachusetts towns and in the case of Halilax, Ver-
mont which adjoing Colrain to the northeast. As with Heath and Shelburne, people often
lived in Colrain and traded in Halifax or vice versa, and a son might buy land next to his
sather's but over the town (or state) line. In fact the line between Massachuselts and Ver-
mont has been redrawn at least twice in the neighborhood of Colrain, Early residents of
the Gore lived in what was variously known as Falltown, Bernardston and Leyden until
the year 1779, when the Gore was ammexed to Colrain.

This section was begun in 1938 at the same time as the History, and much informa-
tion was obtained from my grandfather's notes and correspondence, from friendly Col-
rain residents and descendants, from family genealogies, and from that invaluable book,
THE BIOGRAPHICAL REVIEW OF FRANKLIN COUNTY. When I was obliged to lay the
work aside the genealogical research was carried on, mostly by correspondence, by my
father, the late Hugh H. MecClellan, with most valuable assistance from Marion Sisler
and Ruby Austin, These three not only secured records but by careful reasoning and an-
alysis contrived to fit the pieces of many a puzzle into 4 recognizable picture of the fam-
ily in question. Again, my job has mostly been that of editor.



Matthews

Salem, N.Y.; Salem 1780 consug, 2-3
=5, left bef. 1800,

M-1 - JAMES MATTHEWS, JR., m. (1) by 1767

Ann -—; (2) Jane Kemnedy afl, 1776,
He bought Lot #70 of 100 acres which
he later exchanged with Abraham Pen-
nill for Lot #23, both in the 2nd divi-
aion. He sold this in 1793 to Jacob
Gragg and prob, moved away, He was
4 Revolutionary aoldier in Capt. Mo-
Clellan's company.

Children of James Jr. and Ann (---) Mar-

thews:

*** Mary, b. Merrimac, Feb. 17, 1768; d.
Colrain June 20, 1346, bu. Christian
Hill; m, int, Sept. 11, 1786, John Can-
edy, son of Hughund Bathsheba (Baker),
b. 1759; d. Colrnin Feb. 3, 1853, bu,
Christian Hill, 11 children. See CAN-
EDY,

*#* Elizabeth, b, Merrimuc, Fob, 10, 1770,

*4% Amne, b. Colrain, Aug, 16, 1772.

Child of James and Jane (Kennedy) Matthews:
*+4 Joseph, b, Colrain, Aug. 28, 1782

I -2 - JOHN MATTHEWS, son of Jumes Sr. and

Mary, b, abt, 1734; . Sullivan, N.Y.
Aung. 27, 1807, a. 73; m. (1) Mary Bell,
day. Thomas and Esther (Bell); (2)
Tryphena -——. He owned land [n Ber-
nardston: part of the Hubbard farm and
the 260 =, Calf farm, bought betw.
1770 ond 2720, and fmally sold 1791,
He was also n soldier in Capt, McClel-
lan's caompany of minutemen,

Children of John and Mary (Bell) Matthows,

prob. b, Colrain:

**% James, poss. m. Patty Riddell, dau,
Robert and Jane (McGee), b. Leyden
Mar. 17, 1790

Maxam

*=¥ John Jr,

*** Margaret, m, Thuddeus Bull of Sullivan.

*=* Henry H. M., d, 1800; m. Thurss —==

**% David, b. abt. 1778; d. Sulliwn, N.Y.,
Aug. 29, 1507; m, Cynthia -~ who m,
(2) William Pratt,

*#% Semuel R. later in Sziina and Syracuse,
N.Y.

3 -« DAVID MATTHEWS, son of James Sr,
and Mary, bapt. 1738; d. Hoosiick, N. Y.
1811; came to Colrain abt. 1770 when
he bought and sold land in the 3rd divi-
sivn. He ras. Shaftesbury, Vt. 1790,
census rocord 3-1-7, He m. Westhoro
Oct, 5, 1773, Lucy Fay.

Children of David and Lucy (Fay) Matthews:

**%* Johm, res, Cortland Co., N.Y.

**¥ Sukey, m. Clark Harris of Shaftesbary,

*** Charily, m. Robert Morris.

¥** Lucy, m. — Leke (not of Colrain), had
son David,

¥*¥ Patty, m. James Gaull.

*** Polly, m. Ebenezer Hopkins.

*+*+ Elizabeth, m. William Lake (Sge above)

MAXAM

EDMUND MAXAM JR., b. Plymplon, 17563,
son of Edmund and Abigail (Ellis) grandaon of
Samuel and Hamnah (Perry), Mayflower deso,
#13080 and 65570, d. Colrain Feb. 22, 1800, bu.
Branch Cem, ; m, Nov. 11, 1771, Rebecca Faunce
{Foauns), b, Middleboro abt, 1748; d. Colrain Aug.
25, 1818, e. 71. He bought land in the 3rd divi-
gion of Colrain from Job Ransom on May 9, 1788
and from John Balch Dec. 11, 1793. His record
in the 1790 census was J-2-3,

Children of Fdmund Jr. and Rebecea

(Fuunoo):

44 Jumes, b. June 11, 1772; drowned June
10, 1792, bu. Branch Cem.

*¥% ZLebudee, b, Apr, 16, 1774; m, Sally Ad-



Maxam
ams, h, 1774, dou. Edward and Doro-
thy {Spear). They were in Madison Co. ,
N.Y. 1818,
*+ Judah, b, July 11, 1776; prob. d. bef.
1790,

*** Andrew, b. abt. 1778; d. Aug. 6, 1842,
a, 64; m, Nancy Mixer, dau. Timothy
and Hannah, b. abt, 1778; d. Sept, 19,
1549, a, TL.

*++ Bilas, b. prob. 1780; was in Cortland
Co., N.Y., 1819,

*+** Lzvinia, m, --—Winslow;of Cortland Co.,
N.¥Y. 1819,

+** Rebekalh, m, int, Dec, 31, 1811, Ezra
Parmedy of Colrain; was at Bristol,
Oatario Co., N.Y. 1819,

4=+ Samuel, b, 1787; d. Colrain Aug. 22,
1860; m. Nov. 30, 1809, Patty Nims of
Doerficld, den. John und Betsey (Rice).

*** Susanna, b, 1791; m, 1819/20, Isanc
Vincent,

*** Calvin

=+ Edmund Jr., d. May 1790, a. 2,

KINGMAN MAXAM, npparently not related
to Edmund, was the son of John and Silence (Pratt)
of Bridgewsater, and was b. Warcham, Apr. 20,
1767; d. Colrain, Oct. 2, 1827; m. (1) Content
Shaw of Middleboro, Nov. 20, 1794; (2) Sarah
{(Lamon) Bennett in Colrain Dec. 1817, He came
to Colrain Apr. 25, 1795,

Children of Kingman and Content (Shaw) Max-

am, b, Colrain:

**% John, b, 1796; poss. m. Marietta Dwight

*4% pereg, b, abt. 1798; m., Elizabeth ---,
who d. Muy 3, 1841, a. 37.

*¢s patience, b. abt, 1800,

Children of Kingman and Sarah (Lamoen) Max-

am, b, Colrain:

*+% Ryrittania, b, 1819, m. Colrain, int. July
4, 1838, William Cary.
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#44 Harriet Marla, b, May 22, 1822; m, (af-
ter her sister's death) William Cary,
May 21, 1843.

**# Stanford Bradley, b, Oct. 30, 1823; m.
int. Apr. 9, 1848, Lucy Sturtevant,

MERRIFIELD

ROBERT MERRIFIELD, h. abt. 1747; d.
Colrain Sept. 27, 1834, came to Colrain bef.
1790. He is recorded in the 1790 census as hav-
ing a househeld of himself, wife, 2 sons under 186,
and 2 females. His wife was Rebecen (Fisher),
b. abt. 1751; d. Colrain May 3, 1838, a, 87. He
came from England, and had n brother Benjamin,
unm. who lived briefly in Colmin. Although there
{8 no record of thelr owning lund in the town or
holding public office, the family lived thero for
more than 80 years.

Children of Robert and Rebecca (Fisher)

Merrifield:

*5% Ester, m. John White of Shelburne bef,
June 9, 1807.

*** Amasa m. (1) Hannah White of Shelburne
int. Oct., 1807,

1T -1 - ROBERT, JR., b. abt. 1792; d, Colrain
bef. 1830; m, abt, 1817 (1) Mary Faulk-
ner, b, abt, 1791; d. Colrain Sept. 10,
1848, a. 57; (2) Colrain Nov, 15, 1829,
Sally White, b, abt, 1802; d. Apr. 3,
1886, a. B4, bu. North River.

Children of Robert and Mary (Faulkner),
prob. b. Colrain:

**% Rufua, b, abt, 1818; d. unm. zfter 1580,
2 - JOHN, b, abt. 1821

*+4 Emerson, prob, d, young

+*¥ Esther, b, Apr. 1823; d. Sept. 11, 1825.
+** Mary, b, 1824

#=¢ Emily, b. abt. 1828



