
Ancestors of Martha Calef Hewes 

Martha Calef Hewes was mentioned in The Lineage from George Hewes to Abigail Hewes 
Maxham as the wife of Solomon Hewes. The very interesting story of her immigrant parents is 
described in the attached pages from a biography of Robert Calef that was printed in The Granite 
Monthly: A New Hampshire Magazine, in 1907. The article has the title: Robert Calef, 
“Merchant, of Boston in New England”, by William S. Harris. 

Robert Calef was born in 1648, probably in England, and he arrived in Boston with his wife 
Mary and six children before 1688.  It states on Page 162 that the fifth child of Robert and Mary 
Calef was Martha, who married Solomon Hewes on September 28, 1700. It is also written that 
Solomon and Martha Calef Hewes lived in Portsmouth, New Hampshire and then Wrentham, 
Massachusetts where she died March 4, 1759. 

The article discusses the life of Robert Calef who was a prominent clothier and merchant in 
Boston, and it is particularly about the aftermath that followed the publication of a very 
influential book that he wrote and had published.  The story starts with Cotton Mather who was a 
very influential minister in Boston who wrote a book The Wonders of the Invisible World about 
the famous Salem witchcraft trials that took place in 1692. Mather recounted stories from some 
of the absurd accusations that led to these trials and strongly supported these stories as being 
based on actual events.  That is, Cotton Mather was supporting the persecution of ‘witches’ that 
took place in Salem. 

Robert Calef was sufficiently astonished by the premise of Mather’s book that he wrote his own 
book More Wonders of the Invisible World in response, in which he dismissed the beliefs that 
were written in Mather’s work as being based on “heathenish notions”. Robert Calef’s book had 
to be printed in London in 1700 and then sent back to Boston. There were later additional 
printings of the book in both Boston and Salem. Robert Calef’s book outraged Cotton Mather 
and others who wished to continue justifying the persecution of ‘witches’ during the Salem trials. 
The extremely harsh reaction of Cotton Mather and his supporters caused Robert Calef to move 
to Roxbury, outside Boston.  Robert Calef has since been widely praised for the courage that he 
displayed in taking a strong public stand against the absurd ideas that were put forward by some 
of the most prominent citizens of Boston. The fact that his book was reprinted several times 
indicates that Robert Calef actually did have very wide support for his beliefs from the general 
public in Boston.  

 

          William V. Gehrlein 
          Lewes, Delaware 
          March, 2015 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


