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Vegetable Crops 
 
Spring Broccoli Trial – Late Spring, Early 
Summer Harvest – Gordon Johnson, Extension 
Vegetable & Fruit Specialist; gcjohn@udel.edu  

We are finishing late spring, early summer 
harvest in our Broccoli variety trial in 
Georgetown. Of the over 20 varieties tested, 
only a small number have shown potential for 
extended harvest into late spring/early summer. 
The majority of varieties in our April 17 planted 
plot have “knuckled” or have significant brown 
bead rendering them unsaleable.  

 
Broccoli variety with a high percentage of 
“knuckled” heads with uneven floret growth 
rendering the variety unsuitable for later spring 
production. 

 
Broccoli variety with a high percentage of heads 
with brown bead rendering the variety 
unsuitable for late spring production. 

One variety that has stood out in our late trial is 
‘Millennium’, a variety with noted heat 
tolerance. While lighter green in color, the 
majority harvested have been marketable with 
little “knuckling” or brown bead.  

mailto:gcjohn@udel.edu
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‘Millennium’, a stand out in our late spring 
broccoli variety trial, Georgetown, Delaware, 
2017 
 

 
 

Challenging Pea Season, Requesting 
Information on Pea Varieties Affected with 
Powdery Mildew – Gordon Johnson, Extension 
Vegetable & Fruit Specialist; gcjohn@udel.edu  

As pea harvest enters the last 2 weeks, reports 
are that yields are down significantly this year. 
Average yields are below 3000 lbs. in many 
fields. While weather variability has been a 
factor, high incidence of powdery mildew has 
been the main cause leading to reduced yields. 
Powdery mildew has also caused wider 
variability in crop maturity, making harvest 
decisions difficult, and has reduced pea quality. 

Many pea varieties have powdery mildew 
resistance. The UD vegetable program is 
surveying processors and growers to see what 
varieties were affected and what varieties did 
not have powdery mildew. This information will 
be matched to seed company listings for 
powdery mildew resistance. We hope to have a 
completed list for industry to use in decisions for 
2018 variety selections.  

There also have been shifts in the powdery 
mildew pathogens in other regions and this will 
need to be investigated on Delmarva. 

Information requested for all pea varieties 
planted is the following: Variety, Planting Date, 
Harvest Date, Presence of Powdery Mildew, and 
if present, When First Observed, Field Yield, and 
Estimated Yield Reduction. Please email this 
information to Gordon Johnson 
(gcjohn@udel.edu) and Emmalea Ernest 
(emmalea@udel.edu). 
 

 
 

Stem Heat Necrosis – Gordon Johnson, 
Extension Vegetable & Fruit Specialist; 
gcjohn@udel.edu  

Late spring planted peppers are very susceptible 
to stem heat necrosis on black plastic mulch. 
This is where the high temperatures at the 
mulch surface causes damage to the stem, often 
causing plants to collapse. When daytime 
temperatures are in the high 90s, the surface of 
black plastic mulch can be as high as 140°F, 
which will kill plant cells. 

Controlling stem heat necrosis starts with using 
larger transplants with thicker stem diameters. 
Switching to white plastic mulch for later spring 
plantings can reduce losses significantly (white 
plastic will be 10-20 degrees F cooler that black 
plastic mulch) and white particle films sprayed 
at the base of plants over the mulch can also 
reduce plant losses to heat necrosis. 

 
Heat necrosis on pepper stem next from 
excessive temperatures from black plastic mulch 
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Damaged stem tissue where pepper stem is 
touching black plastic mulch during high 
temperature periods before the plant has 
produced a canopy to shade the plastic.  
 

 
 

Low pH in Plastic Mulched Beds Revisited – 
Gordon Johnson, Extension Vegetable & Fruit 
Specialist; gcjohn@udel.edu  

Each year we see problems with vegetable crops 
related to low pH in plastic mulched beds. A 
common scenario is a field with sandy soil 
(loamy sand, sandy loam) that has not been 
limed in the last 2 years. The starting pH of beds 
in this situation will usually be 5.5-6.0. Granular 
or liquid nitrogen fertilizers applied prior to or 
at bed formation and nitrogen fertilizers applied 
through the drip irrigation system during 
fertigation will commonly consist of ammonium 
sulfate, urea, ammonium nitrate or UAN (urea-
ammonium nitrate) solutions. All of these 
fertilizers are acidifying because the ammonium 
which they contain (urea releases ammonium 
nitrogen as it reacts with the soil). Ammonium 
will convert to nitrate in the soil, a process 
called nitrification, and will release hydrogen 
(H+) ions, thus dropping the pH. As a result, pH 
in the plastic mulched beds gets progressively 
lower throughout the growing season. Beds with 
a starting pH of 5.5 can drop down into the 4s. 
The largest drops in pH will be in the wetted 
area around the drip emitter and drier areas of 
the bed will have a higher pH. 

Most organic sources of nitrogen will also lower 
soil pH. During mineralization, ammonium 
nitrogen is released from organic sources. 

Therefore, it is possible to have low pH under 
plastic in organic production systems depending 
on the rate and type of organic material being 
applied. For example, blood meal used to supply 
nitrogen in organic systems is very soil 
acidifying. 

As pH drops, availability of magnesium and 
calcium declines while manganese availability 
increases, often to toxic levels. Below pH of 5.2, 
the chemistry of the soil changes and aluminum 
is released into the soil solution at increasing 
levels, further acidifying the soil. This free 
aluminum also is very harmful to plant roots 
because aluminum interferes with calcium, can 
bind with phosphorus, and can interfere with 
cell expansion at root tips, effectively stopping 
root tip development. Most of the active mineral 
nutrient uptake occurs in the region just behind 
the root tips. Without further root tip growth, 
nutrient uptake will become limited. Effective 
rooting volume is also reduced, thus placing the 
plant under additional stress. In severe cases, 
plants can die. There will be increased incidence 
of blossom end rot in tomatoes and peppers in 
plastic beds with low pH.  

Managing plastic mulched bed pH starts with 
making sure that fields are limed the fall before 
beds are to be made. Spring applications can 
also be made to the area but full lime reaction 
should not be expected. Manage fertilizer 
programs so that large pH drops do not occur. 
This means switching some or all of the nitrogen 
program to nitrate sources – calcium nitrate and 
potassium nitrate would be examples. 

If marginal pHs are encountered after plastic is 
laid (below 5.8), consideration should be given 
to eliminating ammonium or urea containing 
fertilizers and switching to calcium nitrate and 
potassium nitrate sources for fertigation. Both 
these fertilizers cause a basic reaction in soils 
because plant roots excrete hydroxides and 
carbonates as they take up the nitrate. There 
are few other materials that can be used to raise 
the soil pH through the drip system once plastic 
is laid. One option is potassium carbonate which 
is alkaline and thus will raise the pH. It is fully 
soluble and can be made in liquid forms. 
Potassium hydroxide is another fertilizer that 
has a basic reaction and that can go through the 
drip system. Liquid lime products with ultrafine 
ground limestone can also go through a drip 
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system; however, getting enough material into 
the soil to affect the pH will be difficult and 
expensive and agitation of supply tanks will be 
necessary. 
 

 
 

Troubles in High Tunnel Tomatoes – Jerry 
Brust, IPM Vegetable Specialist, University of 
Maryland; jbrust@umd.edu 

After visiting a few high tunnels this past week I 
was struck by the amount of hornworm damage I 
was seeing in the tomatoes. I always see some 
damage, but there was some feeding damage 
across the entire high tunnel. In one HT the 
damage was extensive as the grower caught it 
too late and then had a hard time killing the 
hornworms--they were hand removed eventually. 
Not only were the tops of plants defoliated 
(Figure 1) but there also was extensive fruit 
feeding (Figure 2), which I do not see very often.  

Aphids (mostly Potato aphids, which seem to be 
the most common aphid species I find in high 
tunnel tomatoes) were also in abundance in 
some of the HTs. There was some leaf curling 
and sooty mold on leaves (Figure 3) from their 
feeding. In Figure 3 you also can see a great 
number of exuviae or caste aphid skins; this is a 
sign that aphids are growing rapidly and heading 
quickly to adulthood when they will begin to give 
live-birth to more aphids. In one HT, predators 
(Syrphid fly larvae) and mummified aphids 
(parasitized aphids) (Figure 4) were also found.  

 
Figure 1. Defoliation of tomato tops by 
hornworm 

 
Figure 2. Tomato hornworm feeding on fruit 

The growers who recognized these pests early on 
were able to control them with Entrust, oils, 
soaps or Beauveria bassiana applications - all 
organic controls. Growers who recognized the 
damage too late could not control the pests with 
organic products. It pays to scout your crop 
regularly and identify the pest damage you 
encounter so you can make management 
decisions quickly and accurately. 

 
Figure 3. Sooty mold and leaf curling due to 
aphid feeding, along with exuviae (white dots) 

mailto:jbrust@umd.edu
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Figure 4. Syrphid fly larva feeding on aphid (blue 
arrow) and mummified aphid (red arrow) 
 

 
 

UD Insect Trapping Program – Bill Cissel, 
Extension Agent – Integrated Pest Management; 
bcissel@udel.edu 

Just a reminder that we no longer have a 
recorded message reporting trap catches. To get 
the current trap catch, please visit our webpage: 
http://agdev.anr.udel.edu/trap/trap.php 

The webpage is updated twice a week, reporting 
the average nightly trap catch for corn earworm 
and European corn borer moths. 

Here is a link to a previous WCU article 
discussing some of the features of our webpage: 
http://extension.udel.edu/weeklycropupdate/?p
=10194 
 

 
 

Bacterial Stalk Rot in Sweet Corn – Nathan 
Kleczewski, Extension Specialist – Plant 
Pathology; nkleczew@udel.edu; 
@Delmarplantdoc  

With the recent stretch of hot, dry weather, 
many producers have begun to irrigate their 
sweet corn. Consequently, there have been 
reports of bacterial stalk rot in some areas 
where surface water or ponds have been used as 
water sources. Bacterial stalk rot, as the name 
implies, is caused by a bacterium that grows 
well on wet, decaying plant material. When 
water containing the bacterium is moved onto 

corn plants, particularly smaller plants in the 
vegetative stage, water containing the 
bacterium pools in the whorl and leaf sheaths 
and has easy access to natural openings or 
wounds on the corn plant. Once inside the plant, 
the bacterium can digest plant materials, and 
produce a slimy exudate that can clog water and 
nutrient conducting tissues. If infections are 
severe, a blight can occur. More often, we see 
an orange to brown, mushy rot near the shank or 
nodes randomly scattered on plants in the field. 
In addition, the rot has a characteristic, foul 
odor. Warm temperatures allow the bacterium 
to grow rapidly and produce more symptoms. 
This, in addition to the increased use of 
overhead irrigation when it is hot and dry, is why 
bacterial stalk rot tends to be an issue during 
this time of the year. 

 

 
Bacterial stalk rot on corn is characterized by an 
orange to brown, slimy lesion and rot that gives 
off a characteristic odor. 

Management 
Managing bacterial stalk rot can be achieved by: 
1) Incorporating residue into soil will reduce 
local inoculum that may spread to plants through 
rain splash; 2) using well water to irrigate fields 
instead of ponds or surface water; 3) using a 

mailto:bcissel@udel.edu
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hypochlorite system to treat water if you must 
use surface water for irrigation. An example of 
such a system is Accutab™; 4) utilizing drip 
irrigation instead of overhead irrigation, which 
may be practical for small operations; 5) 
applying more water less frequently, which may 
reduce the amount of overall plant wetness and 
reduce potential opportunities for infection. 
Copper fungicides will not help with disease 
management. 
 

 
 

Cucumber Downy Mildew Confirmed in 
Dorchester Co. MD – Kate Everts, Vegetable 
Pathologist, University of Delaware and 
University of Maryland; keverts@umd.edu 

Downy mildew on cucumber was confirmed in 
Dorchester County, MD on Wednesday. The 
cucumber crop should be protected with a 
fungicide that targets downy mildew. There are 
several fungicide options available: see 
http://extension.udel.edu/ag/vegetable-fruit-
resources/commercial-vegetable-production-
recommendations/. Orondis and Ranman have 
performed well on cucurbit downy mildew in 
Maryland and Delaware and across the 
southeast. Cantaloupes and other melons should 
be sprayed with a targeted downy mildew 
product, also. Watermelon, pumpkin, squash, 
and other cucurbits should receive a protectant 
fungicide, but do not need a downy mildew 
targeted fungicide at this time because we have 
not yet seen downy mildew on anything but 
cucumber. Scout your fields aggressively. 

 

 
Water soaking caused by new infections on 
cucumber leaf (top) and sporulation (bottom) 
with downy mildew. 
 

 
 

Potato Late Blight Update #10 – June 23, 2017 
– Nathan Kleczewski, Extension Specialist – Plant 
Pathology; nkleczew@udel.edu; 
@Delmarplantdoc  

Late Blight was reported 5/29 near the NC –VA 
border.  

Greenrow - May 1, 2017 

 Frederica  

Date DSV Total DSV P Value 

6/21-6/23 3 41 386 

6/16-6/21 8 38 379 

6/8-6/16 4 30 354 

6/1-6/8 4 26 302 

5/30-6/1 5 22 244 

5/25-5/30 3 17 225 

5/23-5/25 4 14 179 

5/15-5/23 7 10 161 

5/4-5/15 3 3 104 

5/1-5/4 0 0 30 

 
Notes: Season severity of 18 severity values 
indicates the need for the first fungicide 
application. An accumulated severity of 7 after 
fungicide application identifies the need for a 
subsequent fungicide application. You can 
personalize your late blight forecasts for specific 
fields, sign up for email or text alerts, and enter 
in management information at 
http://blight.eas.cornell.edu/blight/. 

Real time fungicide application timing tables for 
locations within Delaware can be accessed at 
http://blight.eas.cornell.edu/blight/DE  

mailto:keverts@umd.edu
http://extension.udel.edu/ag/vegetable-fruit-resources/commercial-vegetable-production-recommendations/
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http://extension.udel.edu/ag/vegetable-fruit-resources/commercial-vegetable-production-recommendations/
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See the 2016 Commercial Vegetable Production 
Recommendations-Delaware for recommended 
fungicides: 
http://extension.udel.edu/ag/vegetable-fruit-
resources/commercial-vegetable-production-
recommendations/  

Any suspect samples can be sent to the Plant 
Diagnostic Clinic or dropped off at your local 
Extension office. Dr. Nathan Kleczewski can also 
be contacted at nkleczew@udel.edu or 302-300-
6962. 

The website USABlight tracks tomato and potato 
late blight across the nation and can be found 
here: http://usablight.org/. Information on 
scouting, symptomology, and management can 
also be found on this website. 

Agronomic Crops 
 
Agronomic Crop Insects – Bill Cissel, 
Extension Agent – Integrated Pest Management; 
bcissel@udel.edu 

Scout Alfalfa for Potato Leafhoppers 
Continue to sample alfalfa for potato 
leafhoppers. Sample weekly starting seven days 
after the first cutting until final harvest. Ten 
sweep net samples should be taken in 10 random 
locations throughout the field when the alfalfa is 
dry. The threshold for alfalfa 3” or less is 20 
leafhoppers per 100 sweeps, 4-6” tall is 50 per 
100 sweeps, 7-10” tall is 100 per 100 sweeps and 
greater than 11” is 150 per 100 sweeps. If the 
field is more than 60 percent bud stage or if it 
has experienced “hopper burn”, the alfalfa 
should be cut instead of sprayed.  

For more information on the identification, 
biology, and management of potato leafhoppers, 
please review our fact sheet: 
http://extension.udel.edu/factsheets/potato-
leafhopper-control-in-alfalfa/ 

Here is a link to our Insect Control in Alfalfa 
Recommendations (pure stands only): 
https://cdn.extension.udel.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2012/05/18063238/Insect-
Control-in-Alfalfa-final-for-2017.pdf 

Here is a Youtube video discussing how to 
sample for potato leafhoppers: 
https://youtu.be/7ybclcNu2rA 

Soybeans Defoliating Insects 
I am starting to find green clover worms in 
soybeans throughout the state. We rarely have 
to treat for green clover worms because 
soybeans can typically withstand substantial 
defoliation during vegetative growth stages with 
minimal impact on yield. Also, green clover 
worm infestations often crash due to disease or 
are parasitized before reaching threshold. 
However, if you also have other defoliating pests 
such as grasshoppers and bean leaf beetles 
feeding on soybeans, a treatment may be 
necessary. During vegetative growth stages, the 
threshold for defoliating insects is 30% 
defoliation. Once the plants begin blooming and 
during pod fill, the threshold is 15% defoliation. 
When several defoliating insect pests are 
present, (i.e. green clover worms, grasshoppers, 
and bean leaf beetles) combine the damage 
from all the pests when determining if your field 
is at threshold. 

 

Here is a link to our Soybean Insect Management 
Recommendations for chemical control options:  
https://cdn.extension.udel.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2012/05/18063934/Insect-
Control-in-Soybeans-2017-final.pdf 

Watch for Stink Bugs Moving into Corn 
As discussed in last week’s article, watch for 
stink bugs moving into adjacent corn fields as 
wheat matures and is harvested. Brown stink 
bugs are the most common species found in 
wheat in Delaware. Corn is most sensitive to 
stink bug feeding injury when infestations occur 
during earlier plant growth stages (late 
vegetative-tasseling) compared to later growth 
stages (pollen shed-grain fill).  Based on 
recommendations from NC State, the threshold 

http://extension.udel.edu/ag/vegetable-fruit-resources/commercial-vegetable-production-recommendations/
http://extension.udel.edu/ag/vegetable-fruit-resources/commercial-vegetable-production-recommendations/
http://extension.udel.edu/ag/vegetable-fruit-resources/commercial-vegetable-production-recommendations/
http://usablight.org/
mailto:bcissel@udel.edu
http://extension.udel.edu/factsheets/potato-leafhopper-control-in-alfalfa/
http://extension.udel.edu/factsheets/potato-leafhopper-control-in-alfalfa/
https://cdn.extension.udel.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/18063238/Insect-Control-in-Alfalfa-final-for-2017.pdf
https://cdn.extension.udel.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/18063238/Insect-Control-in-Alfalfa-final-for-2017.pdf
https://cdn.extension.udel.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/18063238/Insect-Control-in-Alfalfa-final-for-2017.pdf
https://youtu.be/7ybclcNu2rA
https://cdn.extension.udel.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/18063934/Insect-Control-in-Soybeans-2017-final.pdf
https://cdn.extension.udel.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/18063934/Insect-Control-in-Soybeans-2017-final.pdf
https://cdn.extension.udel.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/18063934/Insect-Control-in-Soybeans-2017-final.pdf
http://extension.udel.edu/weeklycropupdate/?p=10586
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for stink bugs in corn is one stink bug per four 
plants when the ear is forming, during ear 
elongation and beginning of pollen shed; and one 
stink bug per two plants after pollen shed (these 
thresholds have not been evaluated in 
Delaware).  

Begin scouting corn fields for stink bugs, 
especially those fields adjacent to wheat and 
fields bordered by weedy ditches.  The greatest 
yield loss potential from stink bug feeding occurs 
prior to pollination so waiting until tasseling may 
be too late.   
 

 
 

Wheat Quality: Late Season Alpha-Amylase 
- Robert Kratochvil, Extension Agronomist, 
University of Maryland; rkratoch@umd.edu  

I have heard reports that the first wheat 
harvested on the Delmarva this year is having 
falling numbers ranging between 160 and 320s. 
The falling number measurement is used by the 
industry to assess the amount of starch (flour) 
damage that has occurred due to pre-harvest 
sprouting. When falling number is below 275s, 
the quality of the flour milled from the wheat 
may not be suitable for some of the end-use 
products made with it. 

This low falling number report is perplexing 
because there have not been the weather 
conditions (rainy days) that are conducive to 
pre-harvest sprouting. So, what happened? 
Besides a period of rainy weather just prior to 
harvest causing pre-harvest sprouting that 
results in an increase in alpha-amylase (the 
enzyme that cleaves some of the starch into 
sugar and is released in a wheat kernel when 
water is imbibed) causing lower falling numbers, 
there is also a genetic cause that is triggered by 
temperature shock. This genetic cause is called 
late maturity alpha amylase. It is triggered by a 
temperature shock (change from lower to higher 
temperatures or vice versa) in a relatively short 
period of time (i.e. 2-3 days). It has its greatest 
impact if the temperature shock occurs when 
the wheat is approximately 25-30 days past 
flowering. May temperatures were like a roller 
coaster ride with considerable ups and downs 
during the month. The first wheat being 
harvested (and the wheat that is reported to 
have the lower falling numbers) was flowering 

around the last week of April. A review of May 
temperatures on the Lower Eastern Shore 
indicated that temperatures roller-coastered 
from 57 degrees on the 13th of May to 91 
degrees on the 17th of May and then back down 
to 64 degrees on the 24th of May before going 
back up to 80 degrees on the 27th of May. I think 
these temperature fluctuations may have been 
enough of a shock to trigger this phenomenon of 
late maturity alpha amylase. The reason the 
range for the falling numbers is 160-320s is likely 
due to varietal differences. 

I believe that these lower falling numbers will be 
limited to mid-Shore and south and possibly the 
southern part of Maryland west of the Bay 
because as the wheat production region moves 
north and west the wheat flowered as much as a 
week to 10 days later, allowing it to avoid the 
temperature shock extremes during the most 
critical period. It would be helpful to get 
information about the varieties that have had 
the lower falling numbers (below 275s) as there 
currently is no information about which are 
susceptible to onset of late season alpha-
amylase. 

General 
 
Guess the Pest! – Bill Cissel, Extension Agent – 
Integrated Pest Management; bcissel@udel.edu 

Congratulations to Stevie Steele for identifying 
the insect in this past week’s Guess the Pest and 
for being selected to be entered into the end of 
season raffle for $100 not once but five times. 
Everyone else who guessed correctly will also 
have their name entered into the raffle. Stevie 
will also receive a FREE copy of A Farmer’s 
Guide to Corn Diseases. Click on the Guess the 
Pest logo below to participate in this week’s 
Guess the Pest! For Guess the Pest # 9, we will 
also be giving away A Farmer’s Guide To Corn 
Diseases ($29.95 value) to one lucky participant. 

 
http://www.plantmanagementnetwork.org/book
/cornfarmersguide/ 

mailto:rkratoch@umd.edu
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Guess the Pest Week #11  
Answer is….. Kudzu Bug 

 

 

The kudzu bug, also called the bean plataspid, 
lablab bug, and globular stink bug is an invasive 
species introduced from Asia. It that was first 
discovered in Georgia in 2009 and has since been 

detected throughout much of the southeastern 
US. In 2013, the kudzu bug was detected in 
Sussex County Delaware. Kudzu bug adults and 
nymphs are a pest of soybean, using their 
piercing sucking mouthparts to feed on plant sap 
of soybean stems and leaf petioles. In Georgia 
and South Carolina, kudzu bug feeding injury 
reduced yield in 16 of 19 trials with an average 
yield loss of 18%, ranging from 0-47%. Currently, 
in Delaware we have not had a single soybean 
field with a yield limiting infestation of kudzu 
bugs. However, if this invasive pest were to 
become a problem for us, scouting methods, and 
thresholds have been developed in the South and 
there are many insecticides that can provide 
effective control.  

I am currently surveying soybean fields and a 
couple kudzu bug patches throughout the state 
for kudzu bugs. Please contact me if you find a 
field infested with kudzu bugs 
(bcissel@udel.edu). 

Here is a link for more information including 
identification, distribution, and research on the 
kudzu bug: https://www.kudzubug.org/ 

Kudzu Bug Distribution Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bcissel@udel.edu
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Guess the Pest Week #12 

 

What is this insect? 

To submit your guess click the Guess the Pest 
logo below or go to: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfU
PYLZnTRsol46hXmgqj8fvt5f8-
JI0eEUHb3QJaNDLG_4kg/viewform?c=0&w=1  

 
 

Acreage Reporting Time – Don’t Wait Until 
the Last Minute – Laurie Wolinski, Extension 
Agent; lgw@udel.edu  

July 15 is the crop acreage reporting date for 
most spring-seeded crops for Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) program compliance as well as crop 
insurance reporting purposes. FSA and the Risk 
Management Agency (RMA) have been working to 
provide a unified acreage reporting process. It is 
imperative that producers verify that the 
acreage reporting requirements of both FSA and 
their crop insurance agent are met. Before 
signing an acreage report, a producer should 
fully understand the document they are 
certifying, making sure it is accurate and 
complete.  

Both FSA and your crop insurance agent want to 
help you make the acreage reporting process as 

quick and easy as possible. It will be useful to 
start the reporting process well prior to July 15. 
FSA offices are usually filled with waiting 
producers at the deadline. Avoiding the rush will 
save time, help ensure accuracy, and enhance 
timely cooperation between your agent and FSA. 

Accuracy in crop reporting is a key component 
for crop insurance, because an error in this 
information can affect premiums or claims. Crop 
insurance loss adjusters report the most 
frequent cause of difficulty or delay in 
processing a claim is an error or omission in 
acreage report. It is far better to be thorough 
and avoid errors than to try to correct later. In 
carpentry, and old saying is “Measure twice, cut 
once.” In crop reporting it may be said, “Check 
twice, sign once.” 
 

 
 

Whole Farm Revenue Protection (WFRP) 
Workshop August 22 – Save the Date – 
Laurie Wolinski, Extension Agent; lgw@udel.edu  

Farmers plan through the winter and work the 
fields through spring and summer to hopefully 
produce the highest yield per acre at harvest 
time. Producers reducing their risk using crop 
insurance are familiar with how traditional 
policies insure a percentage of an approved yield 
based on a historical average. In today’s 
terminology this is called Yield Protection (YP). 
In recent years, for grain and soybean crops, a 
price protection component has been available 
through the Revenue Protection (RP) policy. 

An emerging insurance product, Whole Farm 
Revenue Protection (WRFP), is now available 
throughout the U.S. In many cases, WFRP can 
provide more actual income protection at a 
reduced premium cost. 

On August 22, 2017, 9:00-12:00, a workshop will 
be held at the Carvel Center, Georgetown, DE, 
which will include an introduction to WFRP. 
Every farm family should have someone in 
attendance to get an overview of how the Whole 
Farm coverage concept works. Details are still 
being arranged. Save the date and watch future 
Weekly Crop Updates for further details. In the 
meantime, contact Laurie Wolinski at 302-831-
258 or LGW@udel.edu.  
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfUPYLZnTRsol46hXmgqj8fvt5f8-JI0eEUHb3QJaNDLG_4kg/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfUPYLZnTRsol46hXmgqj8fvt5f8-JI0eEUHb3QJaNDLG_4kg/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfUPYLZnTRsol46hXmgqj8fvt5f8-JI0eEUHb3QJaNDLG_4kg/viewform?c=0&w=1
mailto:lgw@udel.edu
mailto:lgw@udel.edu
mailto:LGW@udel.edu
https://goo.gl/forms/pWjHQUpmjABFB0v32
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Announcements 
 

2017 Dickeya and Pectobacterium Summit  

November 9, 2017 

University of Maine staff are working to address 

Dickeya, a recent and potentially “devastating bacterial 

disease in Maine seed potatoes.” Projects are being 

conducted in Maine and in collaboration with 

colleagues in other states. We have been successful in 

pursuing funding opportunities and hope to have news 

soon on additional pending grants. 

Some of the efforts include: 

• Chemical control of Enterobacteria 

• Identifying seed lots with Enterobacteria 

• Enterobacteria spread and epidemiological studies 

• Enterobacteria identification 

• Enterobacteria pathogenicity  

• Enterobacteria levels in a seed lots related to stand 

loss  

• Movement of Enterobacteria in a seed system  

• Postharvest test for the presence of • Enterobacteria    

Results from these studies will be presented at the 

2017 Dickeya and Pectobacterium Summit November 

9, 2017. The summit will be your chance to hear about 

improvements in the dormant tuber post-harvest test, 

among other topics.  

For interest, please see a bulletin #482 entitled: 

“Factors Affecting Potato Blackleg and Seed Piece 

Decay.”  

The Introduction has this sentence:  

“State potato seed certification officials discriminate 

against the presence of blackleg and many buyers 

refuse to purchase seed stocks known to have even a 

small percentage of the disease.” 

By the way, the bulletin was from 67 years ago, May 

1950.  

To register for this meeting and for additional 

information go to: 

https://extension.umaine.edu/agriculture/programs/dic

keya-and-pectobacterium-summit/ 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Organic Farming of Specialty Crops and 

Field Day  

Tuesday June, 27, 2017     8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Delaware State University  

Outreach & Research Center 

884 Smyrna-Leipsic Road, Smyrna, DE 

Presented by DSU Cooperative Extension, Small 

Farms Program 

Field Day Focus: 

Get the most out of your high value crops! 

•Cover crops, sweet potato 

•EQIP program and organic farming 

•Farmer perspective 

Developing High Yielding Varieties of Small Fruits 

Dr. Nicholi Vorsa, Rutgers University 

Diagnosing Problems with Highbush Blueberries 

and Managing Nutrition 

Dr. Gary Pavlis, Rutgers University 

The State of High Tunnel Production in Delaware 

Dr. Rose Ogutu, DSU 

Participants will tour the farm! 

To register, for assistance due to disabilities, or for 

more information, contact Lekha Paudel: (302) 857-

7796; Lnpaudel@desu.edu. This workshop is free but 

RSVP required by Monday June 19, 2017. 

Cooperative Extension Education in Agriculture, 4-H 

and Home Economics, Delaware State University, 

University of Delaware and United States Department 

of Agriculture cooperating, Dr. Dyremple B. Marsh, 

Dean and Administrator. It is the policy of Delaware 

Cooperative Extension that no person shall be 

subjected to discrimination on the grounds of race, 

color, sex, disability, age, or national origin. 
 

 
 

2017 UD Weed Science Field Day 

Wednesday, June 28     8:30 a.m. 

University of Delaware  

Carvel Research and Education Center 

16483 County Seat Highway, Georgetown, DE 

The 2017 Weed Science Field Day will be held 

Wednesday, June 28 at the University of Delaware 

Research and Education Center, Route 9 (16483 

County Seat Highway), Georgetown, DE. The day will 

begin with registration beginning at 8:30 at the 

Grove near the farm buildings and new office building 

https://cdn.extension.udel.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/12/2017/06/15190327/Bulletin482.1950.Blackleg.UMO_.pdf
https://cdn.extension.udel.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/12/2017/06/15190327/Bulletin482.1950.Blackleg.UMO_.pdf
https://cdn.extension.udel.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/12/2017/06/15190327/Bulletin482.1950.Blackleg.UMO_.pdf
https://extension.umaine.edu/agriculture/programs/dickeya-and-pectobacterium-summit/
https://extension.umaine.edu/agriculture/programs/dickeya-and-pectobacterium-summit/
mailto:Lnpaudel@desu.edu
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on the north side of the road. We will start to view the 

plots at 8:45 am. Coffee, juices, and donuts will be 

provided. We will also provide sandwiches for lunch. 

Pesticide credits and Certified Crop Advisor 

continuation credits will also be available. 

Dr. Charlie Cahoon, VA Tech, will hold a field day on 

Tuesday, June 27th at the Painter Research Facility 
 

 
 

Cut Flower Tour on the Eastern Shore  

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Save the Date! Details coming later this summer.  

Organized by University of Maryland 
 

 
 

Weather Summary 

Carvel Research and Education Center Georgetown, DE 

Week of June 15 to June 21, 2017 

Readings Taken from Midnight to Midnight 

 
Rainfall: 

1.23 inch: June 19 
0.03 inch: June 20 
0.20 inch: June 21 
 

 
Air Temperature: 

Highs ranged from 91°F on June 19 to 78°F on 
June 15. 

Lows ranged from 74°F on June 18 to 61°F on 
June 15. 

 
Soil Temperature: 

79.5°F average 
Additional Delaware weather data is available at 

http://deos.udel.edu/  
Weekly Crop Update is compiled and edited by 
Emmalea Ernest, Associate Scientist – Vegetable 
Crops with assistance from Don Seifrit. 
 

University of Delaware Cooperative Extension in 

accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 

regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, 

offices, and employees, and institutions participating in 

or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 

discriminating based on race, color, national origin, 

religion, sex, gender identity (including gender 

expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital 

status, family/parental status, income derived from a 

public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal 

or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any 

program or activity conducted or funded by USDA 

(not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and 

complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

 

Reference to commercial products or trade names 

does not imply endorsement by University of 

Delaware Cooperative Extension or bias against 

those not mentioned. 

http://deos.udel.edu/

