
 

 

Letter from the President 
Dear Colleagues, 

I hope that you have enjoyed a good summer and that you are looking forward to 
attending UDARF’s stimulating, companionable lunches this year. 

UDARF is now 20 years old, and, as history generally shows, nothing stands still for 
long. During the recent past, there have been a few major changes in the University’s 
relationship to UDARF that most of you probably didn’t know had happened. 
UDARF used to be a client of the Human Resources part of University governance. 
This made sense because, from its inception in the late 1980s, the retired faculty 
organization was concerned with the continuation of employee benefits for its 
members. As Vice President for Employee Relations, Maxine Colm took good care of 
UDARF, so much so that, when she transferred to the Provost’s Office last year, 
UDARF came there with her. 

When Tom Apple replaced Dan Rich as Provost earlier this year, Maxine Colm 
transferred yet again and is now administrator for the University’s Associate Degree 
Programs. After many years, UDARF is no longer in her job portfolio. 

Because we owe so very much to Maxine, we have invited her to be our guest at the 
UDARF luncheon scheduled for Oct. 6, 2009. This will be our chance to thank 
Maxine and to celebrate her longstanding support for all of us and for our 
organization. 

Meanwhile, the University is keeping its support for UDARF in the Provost’s Office. 
Suzanne Austin, a historian of Latin America, who had worked with Tom Apple when 
he was Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, has moved to the Provost’s Office 
as Associate Provost. She is charged with responsibility for a number of enterprises, 
including UDARF. Suzanne will be attending a UDARF lunch meeting this fall, either 



in October or December depending on her schedule, where she can get to know us and 
we can get to know her. 

To make sure you can say “thanks” to Maxine and “hello” to Suzanne and hear great 
speakers on timely topics, please plan to come to lunch with us. 

Carol E. Hoffecker, President 

 

New UD community network seeks 
knowledgeable volunteers 

Greetings! We are UD Community Network, a fledgling organization committed to 
welcoming UD newcomers and developing a greater UD community. 

To ease the transition for incoming UD professionals, we need people who are willing 
to create new friendships by sharing their special interests, expertise, and knowledge 
of Newark and surrounding communities. 

Specifically, UD Community Network is looking for volunteers who can answer 
moving-related questions, arrange social engagements to help integrate newcomers 
into the community and provide one-on-one contact. In particular, retired faculty and 
their spouses are encouraged to participate. 

If you are interested in helping with this exciting new program, please e-mail us at 
[thescope@udel.edu].  We will provide you with further details and information on 
volunteer orientation. 

 

  



President updates retired faculty at May 
meeting 

UD President Patrick Harker discussed a variety of topics, from reports on current and future 
research initiatives to the economy, at the University of Delaware Association of Retired Faculty 
meeting in May. 

Energy and environmental initiatives 

Harker noted that UD’s most famous 
alumnus, Vice President Joe Biden, visited 
Memorial Hall in May to talk about 
offshore wind power. “We were thrilled to 
have him, of course, in light of a federal 
budget that includes $1.4 million for a 
wind turbine in Lewes (on UD’s Hugh R. 
Sharp Campus), one that will produce 1.5 
megawatts to power the campus operations 
and facilitate marine-wind technology 
research and development, education, 
policy and outreach,” he said. 

Energy research initiatives also include the $17.5 million Department of Energy grant to 
establish an Energy Frontier Research Center. 

Tapping into renewable-energy technologies, as well as solar energy and photovoltaics, will be 
needed to help UD meet the sustainability goals of its Climate Action Plan announced on Earth 
Day, Harker said. “We committed to reducing the University’s carbon emissions 20 percent by 
2020, with interim reductions of 5 percent by 2012, and 10 percent by 2015,” he said. “We also 
committed to securing 10 percent of our electricity from clean energy sources.” 

Harker said that the move to clean energy sources at UD will include investing in cost-effective 
upgrades to HVAC systems, implementing lighting retrofits to reduce interior lighting usages 
and expanding the ability to monitor and manage energy usage across campus. 

“To increase the use of clean energy, we’re looking into a combined heat and power plant, 
geothermal heat pumps, a fuel-cell power facility, participation in Newark’s offshore wind 
purchase, and a major installation of solar electric power,” Harker said. “The University also is 
exploring incentives for ride-sharing and alternative forms of transportation, perhaps subsidized 
parking fees 

 

 



Biomedical research 

A five-year, $17.4 million renewal of the National Institute of Health’s Delaware Idea Networks 
of Biomedical Research Excellence (INBRE) will seed four new research centers and four new 
doctorate programs in neurosciences, bio-molecular science and engineering, bioinformatics and 
computational systems biology and cardiovascular research, Harker said. 

The NIH grant also is key to bolstering the Delaware Health Sciences Alliance announced in 
March, he said. The alliance partners UD with Thomas Jefferson University, Nemours and 
Christiana Care in pursuit of world-class health care education, streamlined “bench-to-bedside” 
research and better healthcare quality and delivery, Harker said. 

Newark also will be home to the Delaware Rehabilitation Institute, Harker said, “a premier 
research training and practice center providing a place for more than 50 faculty, clinicians, 
scientists, engineers and policymakers to work together to create state-of-the-art bio-cancer and 
rehabilitation medicine.” 

Another important planned space, Harker said, is the Center for Cancer Biology, which will link 
the alliance’s extensive research efforts in its hospitals, labs, clinics and classrooms, while 
providing a site for translational research and oncology training. 

The economy 

Harker said that despite the economic downturn, UD is still committed to its Path to 
Prominence™, and that while the pace of its strategies may slow, the goals will not 
change. 

“We’ll have to reduce expenditures in an already-lean budget,” Harker said. “We’ll 
have to match state support with external funding and aggressively go after contracts, 
gifts and grants.” 

 

October UDARF meeting to feature  
talk on Africa 

Featured speaker at the October meeting of the University of Delaware Association of 
Retired Faculty will be W.O. Maloba, professor of history, Black American studies 
and women’s studies at the University. 

The meeting is scheduled at 11:30 a.m., Tuesday, Oct. 6, in Clayton Hall. 



Maloba will discuss “Africa Today: The Case of Political and Economic Change in 
Kenya,” and he also will touch on President Barack Obama’s linkage to Kenya. He is 
the author of Mau Mau and Kenya: An Analysis of A Peasant Revolt and African 
Women in Revolution, as well as several articles on nationalism and decolonization. 

He is former assistant vice president for affirmative action and multicultural programs 
and chair of the President’s Commission to Promote Racial and Cultural Diversity. He 
founded and directed the African Studies Program at the University from 1992-2002.  

 

Special offer for retired UD faculty 
The Courtyard Newark at the University of Delaware, located on the Laird campus at 
400 David Hollowell Drive, is the official hotel of the University and home to the 
Hotel, Restaurant and Institutional Management training program. The hotel opened 
in November 2004 and is a fully operational Marriott Hotel. 

To help visiting retired faculty use the hotel, a special rate of 50 percent off the 
prevailing rate will be offered, based on availability of hotel rooms. 

To make a reservation for this very special rate, please contact Bill Sullivan, 
managing director, at his office at (302) 391-2261 or by email at [billsull@udel.edu]. 

“We look forward to your visit to Newark,” Sullivan said. 

For information on the hotel, please see the hotel’s Web site at [www.udel.edu.hotel]. 

 

Eight awarded emeritus status 
During 2008-09, eight University of Delaware faculty members, upon retirement, 
were granted the title of “emeritus,” recommended by the chairperson of the 
department and the dean of the college and approved by the provost. 

The designation of “emeritus” is awarded for distinguished contributions to teaching, 
scholarship and service during tenure at UD. 

Recognized as emeriti faculty were Herbert Allen, civil and environmental 
engineering; John Bulkowski, chemistry and biochemistry; Penny Deiner, individual 

http://www.udel.edu.hotel/


and family studies; Bernard Herman, art; David Mills, electrical and computer 
engineering; David Northmore, psychology; Larry Peterson, music; and Barbara 
Sheer, nursing. 

 

 

Colleges change names 
Two colleges changed names in July to better reflect their missions. 

The College of Marine and Earth Studies is now the College of Earth, Ocean, and 
Environment, and the College of Human Services, Education and Public Policy is now 
the College of Education and Public Policy. 

The College of Earth, Ocean, and Environment has three academic units: the 
Department of Geography, the Department of Geology and the School of Marine 
Science and Policy, and it is the administrative base of several research centers, the 
Delaware Sea Grant College Program, the Delaware Geological Survey, the Scientific 
Committee on Oceanic Research and the Joint Institute for Coastal Research and 
Management (a partnership with China’s Xiamen University). 

The College of Education and Public Policy has four major academic units: the 
School of Education, the School of Urban Affairs and Public Policy, the Department 
of Fashion and Apparel Studies, and the Development of Human Development and 
Family Studies, as well as several research and public service centers. 

 

Get e-mail on the go 
Did you know that when you are out of town or away from your personal computer 
that you can access your e-mail? Just go to mail.udel.edu. 

 



 
UD recognized as “Great College 

to Work For” 
UD was cited in 10 categories of The Chronicle of Higher Education’s 2009 Great 
Colleges to Work For program, based on the results of the publication’s second annual 
survey announced in July. 

Practices and policies, such as compensation and benefits, faculty administration 
relations and confidence in senior leadership. 

UD was cited in the following categories: Overall Satisfaction with Benefits, Health 
Insurance, Tuition Reimbursement, Housing Assistance Program, 403b or 401K, 
Vacation or Paid Time Off, Disability Insurance, Life Insurance, Post-Retirement 
Benefits and Tenure Clarity and Process. 

 

Looking ahead 
Mark your calendar for these campus visitors: 

• Sept. 24: Actor and activist Edward James Olmos will open Latino Heritage 
Month. 

• Oct. 27: Arne Duncan, U.S. Secretary of Education, will keynote the next 
Creating Knowledge-Based Partnerships conference on “Vision 2015 and 
Delaware Race to the Top.” 

• Nov. 3: Gen. Colin Powell, former secretary of state, will give a speech on 
“Diplomacy: Persuasion, Trust and Values,” as part of the UD Speaks series. 

For information, check UDaily at udel.edu/udaily. 

 

 

http://www.udel.edu/UDARF/nl/Sept09NL/www.udel.edu/udaily


Keep up to date on the Web 
Visit the University of Delaware Association of Retired Faculty Web site at 
www.udel.edu/UDARF. In addition to a calendar of upcoming events, the site 
includes UDARF bylaws, copies of past newsletters and information specifically for 
spouses. 

 

In Memoriam 
Mary Anne Early, a University of Delaware alumna and associate professor emerita 
of nursing, died Aug. 16, 2009. A recipient of UD’s Excellence in Teaching Award, 
she retired around 1980. 

Barbara Izard, former member of the UD faculty and co-founding director of the 
Bacchus Players at the University, died April 13, 2009. She was the wife of Carroll E. 
Izard, Trustees Distinguished Professor of Psychology. 

Charles Leslie, professor emeritus who formerly headed the University of Delaware’s 
Center for Science and Culture, died Aug. 15, 2009. He retired from the University in 
1991. 

Barbara K. Martin, who worked in both the engineering office and the Faculty 
Senate office at the University of Delaware, died May 23, 2009. 
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