
University of Delaware Association of Retired Faculty (UDARF) 
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 
Newark Courtyard Marriott.  Room 106 

 
Present: Michael Arenson, Maxine Colm, Louis Hirsh, Stuart Sharkey, Nick Simon, James Swasey.  Guest: 
Robert Stark.  Since President Taggart was not able to attend this meeting, Vice President Maxine Colm 
called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Announcements: 

1. Via email President Taggart notified the Committee that over the past year there were 36 new 
University of Delaware faculty retirees and that he has written to each of them inviting them to 
participate in UDARF events.  (Mr. Stark asked whether we include the names of the new retirees in 
the next UDARF Newsletter.  That request is being passed onto President Taggart.) 

2. Secretary Hirsh noted that he had received the names of these new retirees from UD’s Information 
Technologies.  They were very helpful in providing a spreadsheet with the names, addresses, emails, 
departments, and spouses’ names on a spreadsheet.  He has added the names to the master lists of 
UDARF members. 

3. The next UDARF Luncheon is Tuesday, March 3, 2015, and our speaker is Dr. George Watson, Dean, 
College of Arts and Sciences.  Dean Watson’s topic is, “Liberal Arts in the 21st Century: What’s the 
Value Proposition?” 

4. Via email, President Taggart said that he was pleased to report that we have received seven 
applications for the new UDARF Research Grants.  They are in the hands of Dr. Lou Mosberg, whose 
committee will decide on the recipients and amounts of the grants. 

 
Approval of the Minutes for the October 11, 2014 meeting: 
The minutes were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Treasurer James Swasey reported the following balances: 
  Main Account: 
  Beginning Balance............... $5,782.00 
  UDARF’s Newsletter: 
  (printing and folding) ................. -$694.50 
  Postage for Newsletter ................. -$181.38 
  Conference Charges .............. -$1,278.53 
  Food ................. -$935.75 
  ProCard Clearing .............. -$1,065.40 
  Ending Balance............... $1,626.44 
 
  Lunch Account (as of 2/3/15): 
  Beginning Balance* ...................... $0.00 
  Ending Balance* ...................... $0.00 
  *Amounts below not yet posted: 
  December 2014 Lunch Checks ............... $1,071.00 
 Add’l amount collected for October Lunch ................. $34.00 
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  Projector, Podium, mic. ................. -$200.00 
  Food Services ................. -$826.00 
  Service Charge (gratuity) ................. -$173.46 
  Parking ................... -$28.25 
 

Treasurer Swasey noted that account data he was given raises questions that he will pursue with the 
Provost’s Office, including: 
1. When will the October and December checks deposits appear in the Luncheon account? 
2. What is included in the “Pro Card” charges? 
3. What is included in the “Conference Charges” category? 

 
Treasurer Swasey noted further that UDARF absorbed $207.71 in UDARF Luncheon charges that include 
UDARF guests. 
 
The Committee also discussed the Parking Charge, which was newly instituted this year.  Treasurer 
Swasey reported that it is a charge that Clayton Hall must automatically add to the cost of the 
Luncheons since Public Safety is now handling Parking.  Several Board members noted that, while it is 
not a large amount, it is somewhat unfair in that many UD retirees already have Retiree Parking 
privileges. 
 
  Gift Account: 
  As of 2/3/15 ............... $1,035.45 
 
Old Business: 
1. Subcommittee to Generate Ideas for Additional Programming that Might Appeal to Newer 

Retirees 
Messrs. Sharkey and Hirsh reported that this was still in process and that they will present some 
ideas at the next Executive Board Meeting.  Dr. Stark noted that in the past UDARF occasionally 
sponsored a boxed lunch meeting at the Ice Arena where members could watch the skaters as they 
ate.  This was in lieu of one of the scheduled UDARF Luncheons. 

   
New Business: 
1. Developing a list of possible speakers for the 2015-16 UDARF Luncheons and the 2015-16 My 

Intellectual Journey Series. 
The Executive Committee and Dr. Stark discussed their individual ideas for speakers.  These will be 
shared with President Taggart when he returns to Delaware. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 


