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Meeting Minutes

Faculty Senate Committee on Student and Faculty Honors
November 6, 2009              

8:45 – 10:00 am
Room 133 Hullihen Hall

 
 
Present: Ismat Shah (Chair), Andrew Tremblay, Linda Gottfredson, Chelsea Waugh, Karen Benvenidez, Katharine
Kerrane, James Magee, Donald Sparks, Michael Gilbert, Robert Hampel
 
Excused: Shelly Provost-Craig
 
Minutes recorded by James Magee
 

1.      Honors Day Booklet
Michael Gilbert explained that the University Honors Day and ceremonies, traditionally held in May, beginning
in 2010 will be changed.  Graduating seniors receiving awards will be formally recognized on Graduation
Weekend in May, in various venues but especially during convocation ceremonies.  Other students receiving
awards will be recognized on Parents Weekend in the Fall, principally through the various colleges, though the
process has not been finalized.  The details are still being determined by the various deans, associate deans, and
Associate Provost for Academic Affairs, Suzanne Austin.
 
The Committee’s concern is whether or how to maintain the traditional booklet or some other record of honors
recipients whose awards fall within the purview of the committee’s charge from the Faculty Senate.  There was
other discussion about university-wide awards, particularly for non-seniors, that are not housed in any
particular college.  Other discussion centered on the concern donors might have regarding awards that they
have created.  Some suggestion was made that the Committee’s concerns (and perhaps those of the
Development Office) be addressed at an upcoming meeting that Associate Provost Austin is scheduling with
Vice President Gilbert and the deans.  Vice President Gilbert agreed to convey the committee’s concerns during
that meeting.
 

2.      Mark Serva’s Proposal
At a previous meeting Mark A. Serva proposed that the annual recipients of the of the University’s Excellence
in Teaching Award make a presentation on their teaching methodology as a means to advance teaching on
campus.  The proposal suggested that this could be coordinated through ITUE (Institute for Transforming
Undergraduate Education) or CET (Center for Educational Effectiveness) or through the Provost’s office.  The
Committee generally endorsed this proposal but recognized that this is not something that the committee itself
can sponsor or coordinate.

 
3.      Ismat Shah will be stepping down as chair of the Committee after this year.  Depending on certain other

commitments, Bob Hampel conditionally agreed to serve as chair; if not, Don Sparks agreed to assume the role
as chair of the Committee.  The Committee agreed to postpone this decision until a later meeting.

4.      Ismat Shah announced that the online nomination form will open the week after the Thanksgiving recess and
that he will at that time send an email to the student population encouraging them to submit names of faculty
and graduate students for the teaching and advising awards to be made in the spring of 2010.   

5.      The Committee discussed the nomination online form, and the chair agreed to make a adjustment at the front of
the online form alerting students that the window for nominations will remain open until the traditional March
closing date and that the awards will be announced in spring.

6.      The chair also agreed to send a message to department chairs, academic directors, and other appropriate
administrators encouraging them to publicize the awards and the nominating form to students and other
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members of their units.
7.      The chair announced that the award criteria for the Alison Award will be discussed at the December 4 meeting

of the Committee.
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:00 A.M.       
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