
FACULTY SENATE COMMITTEE ON STUDENT AND FACULTY HONORS 
February 21, 2003 

 
MINUTES 

 
105 Hullihen Hall                1:00 - 2:30 P.M. 
 
 
Members Present: Linda Gottfredson (Chair), Bob Davis, Steve Hastings, Pablo Huq, 
   Katherine Kerrane, Vic Kaliakin, Robyn Lazarick 
 
I. Election of the day's secretary. 
 
II. Minutes of December 13, 2002 approved as written. 
 
III. Announcements 

A. Web nomination forms have been improved. Instead of nominators writing 
in names and departments of nominees (which meant many non-standard 
entries, mistakes, etc.), they must enter a last name and then select the 
appropriate one from those provided. Name, department, and title are then 
supplied by our database of eligible persons. The database was constructed 
with the assistance of Human Resources. The improvement saves many 
hours of verifying names and eligibility after nominations are submitted. 

B. Being “student-driven” awards, the major source of nominations for the 
Excellence Awards has been students and alumni.  Accordingly, Linda 
sent an email invitation-to-nominate to all UD students. She also 
electronically asked all directors and chairs to forward an invitation to 
their faculty and staff. Sharon Dorr, Director of Alumni Relations, has put 
a notice on the alumni website, added one to the weekly electronic alumni 
newsletter, and submitted something for UDaily. No advertisements will 
be placed in The Review, but Linda agreed to ask Channel 2 (UD TV 
Station) to run the notice on the awards that it has for the last two years. 

C. To date, there have been approximately 250 nominations.  This is less than 
last year at this time. Last year being the first year for electronic 
submissions, it probably tapped pent-up demand.  The deadline for 
nominations is March 1, 2003. 

D. The two proposals that the committee submitted last fall to the MIS 
(Management Information Services) capstone course were accepted, and a 
team of five students will be helping this spring both with automating the 
nominations database system and creating the committee’s website. Linda 
and Claudio will be meeting with them weekly. 

E. Linda has asked the Senate to make the $100 donation that MIS requests 
to defray expenses for its student teams. 

 
IV. As there has been an evolution of the perception of the balance between 

scholarship/schoolmaster and following the meeting with the Alison Professors of 



December 13, the committee is revising the memo to deans and chairs describing 
the Alison Award.  
 A  Suggestion was that we could adopt the (exact) wording on 

scholarship/schoolmaster of the original senate document.  Linda with 
input from Bob will draft changes in the “criteria” section of the letter to 
clarify the nature of the research and teaching criteria. The Committee's 
consensus was that the revised memo to deans should be copied to chairs. 

B. The suggestion was also made that the criteria for the Alison Award be put 
on the website.  It would also be useful to input into website information 
on previous year’s winner (for example- announcements/articles from 
Update). That itself will signal the types and levels of accomplishment that 
the award is meant to honor. 

C. Discussion on timing/sequencing of Alison Award process.  Presently, the 
award winner is selected in the spring and recognized at the named 
professor's dinner in November. The other public ceremony is the 
inaugural lecture by the award winner.  The lecture for the 2002 award 
winner, Dr. Peter Kolchin, is scheduled for May 12, 2003.  The question 
was whether the winner should continue to be selected in the spring rather 
than the fall. The timing of public recognition for the award would not 
leave much time for a fall selection, however.  The committee's consensus 
was to preserve the current nomination deadlines: April 15 to the Deans' 
Offices and April 30 for Deans' nominations to the Student and Faculty 
Honor's Committee.  There might be better impact, however, if the public 
announcement and inaugural lecture were deferred to the fall semester. 

 
V. University Honor's Day Booklet 

A. Considerable progress has been made towards gathering information from 
colleges on their awards.  However, Arts and Sciences and their large 
number of awards have yet to be (systematically) clarified.  Discussion on 
whether changes should be implemented for 2003 Honor's Day Booklet-- 
consensus was that changes should be started this year (for 2003 booklet). 
Placement of awards in the booklet will be reorganized this year, but 
eliminating certain classes of awards will be deferred till next year. 

B. Approval of the Jefferson Award in music for inclusion in the Honors Day 
Booklet. 

 
VI. Issue of committee members who receive nominations of awards and the 

consequent conflict of interest has not been fully resolved.  Allowing such a 
nominated committee member be allowed to resign from the committee would 
solve the issue of conflict of interest, but likely to leave the committee short-
handed!  Further, brief, discussion is appropriate. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Pablo Huq 
 



 


