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READINGS FOR GRADUATE CRIMINOLOGY COMPREHENSIVE EXAM 
Revised 10/2023 

 
The following subdivisions are simply meant to be a heuristic device. They are not 
necessarily mutually exclusive or exhaustive. 
 
Note: Students are responsible for the last 5 years of articles in scholarly journals related to 
the area including Criminology, Criminology and Public Policy, and related papers published 
in the American Sociological Review, the American Journal of Sociology, and Social Forces 
and all other top journals. We expect that you are familiar with recent trends and current 
debates in the field, as well as recent support (or lack thereof) for material on this list. 
 

Social Disorganization and the Chicago School 
Bursik, R.J. 1988. “Social Disorganization theories of crime and delinquency: Problems and 

Prospects.” Criminology 26:519-552. 
Morenoff, J., Sampson, R., and Raudenbush, S. 2001. “Neighborhood inequality, collective 

efficacy, and the spatial dynamics of urban violence.” Criminology 39 (3): 517-559. 
Sampson, R. 2012. The Great American City: Chicago and the Enduring Neighborhood Effect. 

University of Chicago Press. 
Sampson, R., and Groves, W.B. 1989. “Community Structure and Crime: Testing Social- 

Disorganization Theory.” American Journal of Sociology 94 (4): 774-802. 
Sampson, R.J., Raudenbush, S.W., and Earls, F. 1997. “Neighborhoods and Violent Crime: A 

Multilevel Study of Collective Efficacy. Science 277:918-924. 
Shaw, Clifford R., and Henry D. McKay. 1942. Juvenile Delinquency in Urban Areas. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press. 
Wilcox, P., Cullen, F.T., and Feldmeyer, B. 2018. Communities and Crime: An Enduring 

American Challenge. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Temple University Press. 
 

Differential Association and Social Learning Theories 
Akers, R.L. and Jensen, G.F. 2003. Social Learning Theory and the Explanation of Crime: A 

Guide for the New Century. New Brunswick, N.J.: Transaction. 
Burgess, R, and Akers, R. 1966. “A Differential Association Reinforcement Theory of Criminal 

Behavior.” Social Problems 14: 128-47. 
Haynie, D.L. 2001. “Delinquent Peers Revisited: Does Network Structure Matter?” American 

Journal of Sociology 106: 1013-57.   
Kraeger, D. A., Rulison, K., and Moody, J. 2011. “Delinquency and the Structure of 

Adolescent Peer Groups.” Criminology 49: 95-127. 
Pratt, T.C., Cullen, F.T., Sellers, C.S., Winfree, Jr., T., Madensen, T.D., Daigle, L.E., 

Fearn, N.E., and Gau, J.M. 2010. “The Empirical Status of Social Learning Theory: 
A Meta-Analysis” Justice Quarterly 27: 765-802.  
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Sykes, G. M. and Matza, D. 1957. “Techniques of Neutralization: A Theory of 
Delinquency.” American Sociological Review 22: 664-70 

Warr, M. and Stafford, M. 1991 “The Influence of Delinquent Peers: What they think or 
what they do?” Criminology 29: 851-866 

 
Routine Activities and Deterrence/Rational Choice 

Baccaria, C. 1764 (1985). Essay on Crimes and Punishments. Translated by H. Paolucci. 
New York: Macmillan. 

Bentham, J. 1789 (1962). “An introduction to the principles of morals and legislation.” In 
The Works of Jeremy Bentham. J. Bowring (ed.) New York: Russell and Russell. 

Clark, R. V. and Felson, M. 1993. Routine Activity and Rational Choice: Advances in 
Criminology Theory, Vol. 5. New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Press. 

Cohen, L. E. and Felson, M. 1979. “Social Change and Crime Rate Trends: A routine 
activities approach.” American Sociological Review 44: 588-608. 

Felson, M. 2000. Crime and Everyday Life. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 
Loughran, T.A., Paternoster, R., Chalfin, A., and Wilson, T. 2016. “Can Rational Choice Be 

Considered a General Theory of Crime? Evidence from individual level panel data.” 
Criminology 54: 86-112. 

Paternoster, R. 1987. “The Deterrent Effect of the Perceived Certainty and Severity of 
Punishment." Justice Quarterly 4: 173-217. 

Paternoster, R. 2010. “How Much Do We Really Know About Criminal Deterrence?” 
Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology 100: 765-823 

Piliavin, I. Gartner, R., Thornton, C., and Matsueda, R.L. 1986. “Crime, Deterrence, and 
Rational Choice.” American Sociological Review 51:101-119 

 
Anomie, Institutional Anomie and General Strain 

Agnew, R. and Kaufman, J.M. 2010. Anomie, Strain and Subcultural Theories of Crime. 
Farnham: Ashgate. 

Agnew. 1992. “Foundation for a general strain theory of crime and delinquency.” Criminology 
30: 47-88. 

Broidy, L.M. 2001 “A Test of General Strain Theory.” Criminology 39: 9-36 
Chamlin, M.B., and Cochran, J.K. 1995. “Assessing Messner and Rosenfeld’s Institutional 

Anomie Theory: A Partial Test” Criminology 33: 411-429 
Cloward, R A. 1959. “Illegitimate Means, Anomie, and Deviant Behavior.” American 

Sociological Review 24: 164-76. 
Cohen, A. 1955. Delinquent Boys: The Culture of the Gang. NY: Free Press. 
Simpson, S.S. and Weisburd, D. 2009. The Criminology of White-Collar Crime. New York: 

Springer. 
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Maume, M.O. and Lee, M. 2003. “Social Institutions and Violence: A sub-national test of 
institutional anomie theory.” Criminology 41: 1137-1172. 

Merton, R. K. 1938. “Social Structure and Anomie.” American Sociological Review 3: 672- 82. 
Messner, S.F. and Rosenfeld, R. 2001. Crime and the American Dream. Belmont, CA: 

Wadsworth. 
Cloward, R. and Ohlin, L. 2011(1960). Delinquency and Opportunity: A Theory of Delinquent 

Gangs. NY: Routledge. 
 

Control Theories 
Gottfredson, M. and Hirschi, T. 1990. A General Theory of Crime. CA: Stanford University 

Press. 
Goode, E. 2008. Out of Control: Assessing the General Theory of Crime. Stanford, Calif.: 

Stanford Social Sciences. 
Gramsick, H. G., Tittle, C. R., Bursik, R. J., and Arneklev B.J. 1993. “Testing the Core 

Empirical Implications of Gottfredson and Hirschi’s General Theory of Crime.” Journal 
of Research in Crime and Delinquency 30: 5-29 

Hay, C. 2001. “Parenting, Self-control, and Delinquency: A test of self-control theory. 
Criminology. 39: 707-736. 

Hirschi, T. 1969. Causes of Delinquency. University of California Press.  
Matza, D. 1964. Delinquency and Drift. New York: John Wiley. 
Pratt, T.C. and Cullen, F.T. 2006. “The Empirical Status of Gottfredson and Hirschi’s General 

Theory of Crime: A Meta-Analysis.” Criminology 38: 931-964. 
 

Lifecourse, Criminal Careers, and Desistance 
Bachman, R., Kerrison, E., Paternoster, R., O’Connell, D., and Smith, L. 2015. “Desistance for 

a Long-Term Drug-Involved Sample of Adult Offenders.” Journal of Developmental 
and Life- Course Criminology 1: 1-23. 

Giordano, P. C., Cernkovich, S. A., and Rudolph, J. L. 2002. “Gender, Crime, and Desistance: 
Toward a theory of cognitive transformation.” The American Journal of Sociology 107: 
990–1064. 

Laub, J., and Sampson, R. 2003. Shared Beginnings, Divergent Lives. Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard University Press. 

Maruna, S. 2003. Making Good: How ex-convicts reform and rebuild their lives. Washington, 
DC: American Psychological Association. 

Paternoster, R. and Bushway, S. 2009. “Desistance and The “Feared Self”: Toward an 
identity theory of criminal desistance.” Journal of Criminal Law & Criminology 
99(4): 1103-1156. 

Sampson, R., and Laub, J. 1993. Crime in the Making: Pathways and Turning Points Through 
Life. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press. 
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Sampson, R. and Laub, J. 1990. “Crime and Deviance Over the Life Course.” American 
Sociological Review 55: 609-627. 

Uggen, C. 2000. “Work as a Turning Point in the Life Course of Criminals: A duration model 
of age, employment, and recidivism.” American Sociological Review, 65(4), 529–547. 

Warr, M. 1998. "Life-Course Transitions and Desistance from Crime." Criminology 36(2):183-
216. 

 
Labeling and Shaming Theories 

Braithwaite, J. 1989. Crime, Shame and Reintegration. NY: Cambridge University Press. 
Chiricos, T, Barrick, K. Bales, W., and Bontrager, S. 2007. “The Labeling of Convicted Felons 

and its Consequences for Recidivism.” Criminology 45 (3): 547-581 
Erickson, K.T. 1964. “Review of Outsiders: Studies in the Sociology of Deviance. by 

Howard S. Becker” American Journal of Sociology 69: 417-419. 
Liberman, A.M., Kirk, D.S., and Kim, K. 2014. “Labeling Effects of First Juvenile Arrests: 

Secondary deviance and secondary sanctioning.” Criminology 52: 345-370. 
Matza, D. 1969. Becoming Deviant. Prentice Hall. 
Tinney, E. 2023. “The STICKINESS of Stigma: Guilt by association after a friend's arrest.” 

Criminology 61(2): 354-383. 
 

Conflict, Radical, Feminist and Other Critical Theoretical Readings 
Adler, F., Cullen, F., Wilcox, P., Lux, J.L., Johnson, C.L. 2015. Sister in Crime Revisited: 

Bringing Gender into Criminology: In Honor of Freda Adler. Oxford University 
Press. 

Belknap, J. and Holsinger, K. 2006. The gendered nature of risk factors for delinquency. 
Feminist Criminology, 1(1): 48-71. 

Burgess-Proctor, A. 2006. “Intersections of Race, Class and Gender and Crime: Future 
Directions for Feminist Criminology.” Feminist Criminology 1 (1): 27-47. 

Chambliss, W. J. 2001. Power, Politics, and Crime. Westview Press. 
Chesney-Lind, M. and K. Irwin. 2007. Beyond Bad Girls: Gender, violence and hype. NY 

Taylor & Francis 
Kahle, L. 2018. “Feminist and Queer Criminology: A vital place for theorizing LGBTQ 

youth.” Sociology Compass. 12(4). 
Michalowski. 1996. “Critical Criminology and the Critique of Domination: The Story of an 

Intellectual Movement.” Critical Criminology 7 (1): 9-16 
Miller, S L. 2005. Victims as offenders: The paradox of women’s violence in relationships. New 

Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press. 
Miller, S. L. and Meloy, M.L. 2006. “Women’s Use of Force:  Voices of women arrested for 

domestic violence.” Violence Against Women. 12(1): 89-115. 



5  

Parker, K B Stults and S Rice. 2005. “Racial Threat, Concentrated Disadvantage and 
Social Control: Considering the Macro-level sources of Variation in Arrest.” 
Criminology 43 (4): 1111- 1134. 

Simpson, S. S. 1989. “Feminist Theory, Crime, and Justice.” Criminology 27: 605-31. 
Widom, C.S., Fisher, J.H., Nagin, D., and Piquero, A. 2018. “A Prospective Examination of 

Criminal Career Trajectories in Abused and Neglected Males and Females Followed Up 
Into Middle Adulthood. Journal of Quantitative Criminology, 34(3): 831-852. 

Wodda, A., and V. R. Panfil. 2020. Sex-Positive Criminology. New York, NY: Routledge. 
 

Ethological, Neuropsychological, and Biological Theories 
Burt, C.H., and Simons, R.L. 2015. “Heritability Studies in the Postgenomic Era: The fatal 

flaw is conceptual.” Criminology 53: 103-112. 
Galton, F. 1904. “Eugenics: Its Definition, Scope, and Aims.” American Journal of 

Sociology 10: 1-25. 
Rafter, N., Posick, C., and Rocque, M. 2016. The Criminal Brain: Understanding 

Biological Theories of Crime, 2nd Ed. New York University Press. 
Raine, A. 2014. The Anatomy of Violence: The Biological Roots of Crime. Vintage Books. 
Simons, R.L., Lei, M.K., Beach, R.H., Brody, G.H., Philibert, R.A., and Gibbons, F.X. 

2011. Social environment, genes, and aggression: Evidence supporting the 
differential susceptibility perspective. American Sociological Review 76: 883-912. 

 
Measurement, SES, Race, Age, , and Crime 

Anderson, E. 1999. Code of the Street. New York: W.W. Norton. 
Braithwaite, J. 1981. “The Myth of Social Class and Criminality Reconsidered.” American 

Sociological Review 46:37-57 
Hirschi and Gottfredson. 1983. “Age and the Explanation of Crime” American Journal of 

Sociology 89 (3): 552-584. 
Greenberg, D. F. 1985. “Age, Crime, and Social Explanation.” American Journal of Sociology 

91: 1–187 
Hinton, E.K. 2016. From the War on Poverty to the War on Crime: The Making of Mass 

Incarceration in America. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 
Jones, N. 2010. Between Good and Ghetto: African American Girls and Inner-city Violence. 

New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press. 
Larance, L. Y., Goodmark, L., Miller, S.L., and Dasgupta, S.D. 2018. “Understanding and 

Addressing Women’s Use of Force in Intimate Relationships: A retrospective.” 
Violence Against Women, 25(1): 56-80. 

Marvell, T. B., &Moody, C. E., Jr. 1991. “Age Structure and Crime Rates: The conflicting 
evidence.” Journal of Quantitative Criminology 7: 237–273. 
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Miller, J. 2008. Getting Played: African American Girls, Urban Inequality and Gendered 
Violence. NY: NYU Press. 

Payne, Y.A. 2011. “Site of Resilience: A reconceptualization of resiliency and resilience in 
street life-oriented Black men.” Journal of Black Psychology 37: 426-451. 

Peterson, R.D., Krivo, L.J., and Hagan, J. 2006. The Many Colors of Crime: Inequalities of 
Race, Ethnicity, and Crime in America. New York: New York University Press. 

Sampson, R., and Wilson, W.J. 1995. “Toward a Theory of Race, Crime and Urban 
Inequality.” In Crime and Inequality, edited by J. Hagan and R. D. Peterson. 
Berkeley, California: Stanford University Press. 

Tittle, C. R., & Grasmick, H. G. 1998. “Criminal Behavior and Age: A test of three provocative 
hypotheses.” Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology 88: 309–342. 

 
Law, the Courts, and Sentencing 

Alexander, M. 2010. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness. 
NY: The New Press. 

Black, D. 1976. The Behavior of Law. New York: Academic Press. 
Brown, E. and Barganier, G. 2018. Race and Crime: Geographies of Injustice. Oakland, 

California: University of California Press. 
Clair, M. 2020. Privilege and Punishment: How Race and Class Matter in Criminal Court. 

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 
Duffee, D., and Maguire, E (eds.) 2007. Criminal Justice Theory: Explaining the nature and 

behavior of criminal justice. New York: Routledge. 
Feld, B. C. 2017. The Evolution of the Juvenile Court: Race, Politics, and the Criminalizing of 

Juvenile Justice. New York: New York University Press. 
Garland, D. 2018. Punishment and Welfare: A History of Penal Strategies. New Orleans, LA: 

Quid Pro Books. 
Light, M. 2022. “The Declining Significance of Race in Criminal Sentencing: Evidence from 

US Federal Courts.” Social Forces: 1110–1141.  
Lynch, M. 2019. “Focally Concerned About Focal Concerns: A Conceptual and 

Methodological Critique of Sentencing Disparities Research.” Justice Quarterly: 1148-
1175 

Omori, M. & Petersen, N. 2020. “Institutionalizing Inequality in the Courts: Decomposing 
Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Detention, Conviction, and Sentencing.” Criminology: 
678-713.  

Paternoster, R., Brame, R., Bacon, S. and Bright, S. 2008. The Death Penalty: American’s 
Experiment with Capital Punishment. New York, NY: Oxford University Press. 

Robertson, J. E. 2001. “The Jurisprudence of the PLRA [Prison Litigation Reform Act): 
Inmates as "Outsiders" and the Countermajoritarian Difficulty.” Journal of Criminal 
Law and Criminology 92: 187-209. 
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Steffensmeier, D. Ulmer, J., and Kramer, J. 2006. “The Interaction of Race, Gender, and Age in 
Criminal Sentencing: The Punishment Cost of Being Young, Black, and Male?” 
Criminology. 36: 763-798 

Van Cleve, N.G. 2016. Crook County: Racism and injustice in America’s largest criminal 
court. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. 

Xie, M., and Laruitsen, J. 2012. “Racial context and crime reporting: A test of Black’s 
stratification Hypothesis.” Journal of Quantitative Criminology 18: 265-293.   

 
Police 

Braga, A.A., and Weisburd, D. 2010. Policing Problem Places: Crime Hot Spots and 
Effective Prevention. Oxford University Press. 

Carr, P., Napolitano, L., and Keating, J. 2007. “We Never Call the Cops and Here is Why: 
A Qualitative Examination of Legal Cynicism in Three Philadelphia 
Neighborhoods.” Criminology 45: 15-40. 

Cobbina, J.E. 2019. Hands Up, Don’t Shoot: Why the Protests in Ferguson and Baltimore 
Matter, and How They Changed America. New York, NY: NYU Press. 

Desmond, M., Papachristos, A.V., and Kirk, D.S. 2016. “Police Violence and Citizen Crime 
Reporting in the Black Community.” American Sociological Review 81: 857-876. 

Harcourt, B. E. 2001. Illusion of Order: The false promise of broken windows policing. 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard Univ. Press. 

Klinger, D. A. 1994. “Demeanor or Crime? Why Hostile Citizens are More Likely to be 
Arrested.” Criminology 32: 475-492. 

Lipsky, M. 1980. Street-level Bureaucracy: Dilemmas of the individual in public services. New 
York: Russell. 

Marvell, T. B., & Moody, C. E. 1996. “Specification Problems, Police Levels, and Crime 
Rates.” Criminology 34: 609-646. 

McCluskey, J., Uchida, C., Solomon, S., Wooditch, A., Connor, C., and Revier, L. 2019. 
“Assessing the effects of body-worn cameras on procedural justice in the Los Angeles 
Police Department.” Criminology 57: 208-236. 

Rios, V.M. 2011. Punished: Policing the lives of Black and Latino boys. NY: NYU Press. 
Sherman , L. W., & Smith, D. A. 1992. “Crime, Punishment, and Stake in Conformity: 

Milwaukee and Omaha Experiments.” American Sociological Review 57: 680-690. 
Stuart, F. 2016. Down, Out and Under Arrest: Policing and everyday life in skid row. Chicago, 

IL: University of Chicago Press. 
Worden, R., and McLean, S. 2017. Mirage of Police Reform: Procedural justice and police 

legitimacy. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.   
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Punishment and Correction 
Beckett, K. 1997. Making Crime Pay: Law and Order in Contemporary American Politics. 

London: Oxford University Press. 
Brayne, S. 2014. “Surveillance and system avoidance: Criminal justice contact and institutional 

attachment.” American Sociological Review 79: 367-391. 
Campbell, M., Vogel, M. and Williams, J. 2015. “Historical Contingencies and the 

Evolving Importance of Race, Violent Crime and Region in Explaining Mass 
Incarceration in the U.S.” Criminology 53: 180-203. 

Clear, T. R. 2007. Imprisoning Communities: How Mass Incarceration Makes Disadvantaged 
Neighborhoods Worse. NY: Oxford. 

Fader, J. 2013. Falling Back: Incarceration and transitions to adulthood among urban 
youth. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press. 

Forman, J. 2017. Locking Up Our Own: Crime and punishment in Black America. New York, 
NY: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 

Garland, D. 2001. The Culture of Control. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
Gottschalk, M. 2015. Caught: The prison state and the lockdown of American politics. 

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 
Keen, B., and Jacobs, D. 2009. “Racial Threat, Partisan Politics, and Racial Disparities in 

Prison Admissions: A panel analysis.” Criminology 47: 209-238. 
Lopez-Aguado, P. 2018. Stick Together and Come Back Home: Racial sorting and the spillover 

of carceral identity. Oakland, CA: University of California Press. 
Miller, R.J. 2021. Halfway Home: Race, Punishment, and the Afterlife of Mass 

Incarceration. New York, NY: Little, Brown. 
Rafter, N.H. 2017. Partial Justice: Women, Prisons, and Social Control. NY: Routledge. 
Simon, J. 2007. Governing through Crime. NY: Oxford University Press. 
Unnever, J. D., and Cullen, F.T. 2010. “Social Sources of Americans' Punitiveness: A Test 

of Three Competing Models.” Criminology 48: 99-129. 
Walker, M.L. 2022. Indefinite: Doing Time in Jail. New York, NY: Oxford University 

Press. 
Ward, G. K. 2012. The Black Child Savers: Racial democracy and juvenile justice. 

Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 
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