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Now that both the White
House and the House
Republicans have is-

sued budget proposals and
with yet another debt ceiling

confrontation
looming this
summer or
fall, there is a
lot of talk
about the
federal def-

icit, the debt and government
spending.

Alas, not all of it is helpful
and much of it is flat-out bad
economics. Here is a selection
of misinformation and some
help in seeing the issues more
clearly.

» Deficits are always bad.
During the presidential

campaign, Mitt Romney’s
website proclaimed: “We have
a moral responsibility not to
spend more than we take in.”
The recent budget proposal
from former vice presidential
candidate Paul Ryan makes
cutting the deficit its highest
priority. Are they right?

No. They are dead wrong
for two reasons.

First, when private sector
demand for goods and ser-
vices falls, as it did in the
recent Great Recession, the
government should act aggres-
sively to replace that demand
by increasing its spending.
Deficit spending is the pre-
scribed medicine to lessen the
severity of a downturn.

Economists have under-

stood this since the 1930s, but
the message has been forgot-
ten by some. Cutting govern-
ment spending during a reces-
sion to balance the budget – a
policy of austerity – is exactly
the wrong thing to do. Many
European countries adopted
this strategy and are now pay-
ing the price in terms of con-
tinuing high unemployment
and low economic growth.

Second, far from being
immoral, deficit spending for
investments that benefit the
next generation are quite ap-
propriate. When the invest-
ments are in infrastructure or
human capital, the next gener-
ation inherits not just the debt,
but also the assets. They bene-
fit from the improved bridges,
roads, airports and schools.

Deficit spending to support
current consumption (not
investment) except during a
recession is inappropriate.
And so is spending for unpro-
ductive government pro-
grams, whether or not they
lead to a deficit. But we will
have done the next generation
no favor by skimping on infra-
structure investment now in
order to balance the budget.

» Government should
behave like a household,
living within its means and
cutting back spending in
tough times.

True? Definitely false.
First, it is not even true for

households. Most households
do go into debt during their

lifetime, usually by obtaining
a mortgage to purchase a
home. Just like the argument
about government spending on
infrastructure, they end up
with a debt, but also a valuable
asset.

Second, and more impor-
tantly, a household’s spending
by itself does not have any
kind of macroeconomic im-
pact. But government spend-
ing does. That is the whole
point of stimulus spending
during a recession. House-
holds and government can and
should operate by different
spending rules.

» We are Greece or will be
soon.

Wrong again.
Greece ran large, regular

budget deficits that would
have existed even if its econo-
my was at full employment.
Too much of its government
spending was for current con-
sumption, rather than for in-
vestments that would raise
future living standards. It
lacks the institutional capacity
to raise tax revenues and it
does not control its currency.
None of those things apply to
the U.S.

» Government spending
is out of control.

Definitely false.
In 1996, government spend-

ing was 20.2 percent of gross
domestic product. In 2008, the
year before the Great Reces-
sion, it was 20.8 percent, even
with the costs of two wars. No

trend there. And government
spending in the 1980s and
1990s was quite similar.

Government spending did
shoot up in 2009 due to the
recession, rising to 25 percent
of GDP, and it remained well
above normal in 2010 and 2011,
because of the slow recovery
from the recession. But gov-
ernment spending is now on
the wane and is expected to
reach its pre-recession level
by 2016. Spending on non-
defense discretionary pro-
grams is at its lowest level
since the 1950s.

» We can sit back and do
nothing.

OK, maybe no one is ad-
vocating this, but it is also
false.

The nonpartisan Congres-
sional Budget Office forecasts
that government spending as a
percent of GDP will begin to
rise later this decade as an
aging population and rising
health care costs increase the
cost of programs currently on
the books. And the govern-
ment budget situation looks
even worse a few decades out.

The culprit here is health
care costs in general, not gov-
ernment spending on health
care through Medicaid and
Medicare, which are actually
less expensive than compara-
ble private health care. We
currently spend 18 percent of
GDP on health care, while no
other country in the world,
many with health outcomes

better than ours, spends more
than 12 percent.

What should we do?
While the Affordable Care

Act focused primarily on im-
proving access to health care,
it included funding for a broad
set of experimental ways of
paying physicians and hospi-
tals to rein in costs. It also
created an Outcomes Re-
search Center to evaluate
clinical effectiveness and
provide improved practice
guidelines for physicians.

We need to look very care-
fully at all of these ideas and
others as well, in order to
“bend the health care cost
curve.” My University of Del-
aware colleague Larry Seid-
man advocates “Medicare for
All,” extending Medicare to
the below-age 65 population.
Switzerland and Germany
have effective hybrid public-
private systems that may be
worth emulating.

In the coming months, polit-
ical debate about the federal
deficit, debt and spending will
intensify. Not all of what you
read and hear will be sensible
and some will be utter non-
sense.

Effective policy reforms
will require not only an un-
derstanding of the economic
challenges we face, but also
the application of sound eco-
nomic analysis.

Saul D. Hoffman is professor of economics
at the University of Delaware.
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Most Facebook users
don’t routinely act like
3-year-olds, who get

red-faced with frustration
when they can’t find the words
that best express their feel-

ings. But we can
all channel our
inner toddler
now: Facebook is

making things simple by in-
troducing emoticons to use in
status updates.

For instance, someone could
make his status, “Emma decid-
ed to celebrate her first birth-
day by diving face first into
her cake” with an “amused”
emoticon. Or you can even
almost eliminate words. Just

use a bored, wistful emoticon
with the phrase “feeling
‘meh.’ ”

One of the advantages of
digital communication has
been its reliance on an econo-
my of words. But replacing
words with simplistic facial
expressions doesn’t reflect the
complexity of our emotions,
much less the many dimen-
sions of our lives.

Sure, facial expressions can
powerfully communicate.
Emoticons, however, are bare-
bones imitations of the thou-
sands of expressions that en-
rich in-person human con-
versation.

There’s a reason humans

embraced talking. Words allow
us to communicate far more
complex ideas and emotions
than our expressions could.

Consider the ebullience that
6-year-old Helen Keller, who
was deaf and blind, felt when
she connected the word “wa-
ter” – which her teacher was
spelling in her hand – with the
concept of water.

“Somehow, the mystery of
language was revealed to me,”
Keller recounted in her autobi-
ography. “I knew then that
‘w-a-t-e-r’ meant the wonderful
cool something that was flow-
ing over my hand. That living
word awakened my soul, gave
it light, hope, joy, set it free!”

Try to pick one emoticon
that illustrates her range of
emotions. It’s not possible.
Instead, we have to expand our
vocabulary and find more
precision in our use of words.

We can also becomemore
creative. Just look at how so-
cial media has helped create
new innovations in language.
Someone exasperated or angry
might write a status update in
all caps. People in face-to-face
conversation now sometimes
speak the acronym “LOL”
(pronounced “loll”), which
stands for “laughing out loud,”
to denote mild amusement.

On Twitter, hashtags were
meant to be a useful tool: Dur-

ing a presidential debate,
someone might tweet a mes-
sage and then attach the hash-
tag “#debate” so that users
looking to see others’ takes
could search “#debate” and
read them. But the hashtag has
evolved, often becoming a
sarcastic or wry aside, such as
when someone tweets: “Oh my
gosh, Kim Kardashian is preg-
nant! #LikeIReallyCare”

Such creativity will be dis-
couraged by emoticons, which
will allow people to just “show”
what they feel, rather than use
words to truly reflect the com-
plexity of their emotions.

Katrina Trinko writes for National Review.

Facebook’s emoticons are a poor substitute for thought
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I too am a very handsome 5-year old male black
and white tuxedo. I came to Faithful Friends on
September 30, 2009, almost 4 years ago!! When
I arrived, I was missing half of my tail. I also walk
with a slight limp, but none of this bothers me.
Maybe that’s why I get overlooked and have
been here so long. I don’t let it hold me back
though. I think it gives me character and makes
me very special. I’m a super sweet, easy going,
talkative kitty who loves everyone. If you are
looking for a kitty who will give you tons of
affection and be your forever companion, well
look no further. I’m waiting to introduce myself.

I’m a gorgeous 4-year old male long-
haired orange and white kitty. I arrived at
Faithful Friends on December 26, 2012.
It was not a happy holidays for me and
my owner. She could no longer keep
me because she was moving and they
did not accept pets. Imagine that! Well,
as you can see by my picture, I’m a very,
sweet guy who loves to have a good time
with everyone. I love to play with toys
especially. I really do deserve a second
chance at happiness and maybe with this
hat, I will have a little luck of the Irish.

I’m a very handsome 1-year old male black
and white kitty. I arrived at Faithful Friends
on January 23, 2013. I walked through a dog
door and went into a nice family’s home.
They asked all around the neighborhood and
no one knew where I came from or how I
got there. She already had several cats and
dogs and unfortunately didn’t have room for
me too. Well, I am here now and waiting
patiently for another family to come along.
I’d do best in a home without dogs. I am a
really sweet guy who was obviously loved.
Will you give me a forever home?

I’m a lovely 2-year old female grey tabby. I
arrived at Faithful Friends on September
14, 2012 with my 4 babies. We all went
into foster care. My foster mom said I am
a very sweet cat who enjoys snuggling.
I like to play with toys and look out the
window at the birds and meow. If you
call me I will come to you. I like people
very much, but would prefer being the
one-and-only pet in the house. If you
are looking for a very sweet companion
who will give you lots of affection, please
consider me.

Hi! I’m Randy!

Hi! I’m Coleman!Hi! I’m Anna! Hi! I’m Kevin!

Randy

KevinColemanAnna

I’m a beautiful 4-year old female white and
tan American/English Bulldog mix. I’m
a sweet, outgoing girl who is lovable and
very high spirited. I love children, other
dogs and even cats. I was already adopted
and thought I found my forever home, but
I just came back in December. My mom
and dad were moving far away and were
not able to take me with them. They were
very sad and so was I. I’m adjusting now
and can’t wait for my new family to come
spend some time with me.

Hi! I’m Emma!

Emma

I’m a 4-year old female grey and white
American Staffordshire Terrier mix. I was
rescued after roaming around a swamp area
in Wilmington. I am very cautious around
new people but warm up pretty quickly. I like
to go for walks and I really enjoy playing with
male dogs. I came to the shelter with my friend
Magnus. He has found his forever home and
I’ve been patiently waiting for an experienced
guardian to take me home. I like children, other
dogs and cats. Please take some time to get to
know me. Maybe you can provide a life of love
and understanding so I can become a great dog.

Hi! I’m Maggie!

Maggie

I’m a beautiful 5-year old female brown
tabby. I arrived at Faithful Friends on
January 24, 2013. I lived in a home at one
time and then moved to my wonderful vet’s
office. They loved me and tried to find me
a forever home with no luck. They then
decided Faithful Friends was the best place
for me to be well loved and meet lots of
people, so here I am waiting for that special
person. I would really prefer to be the one-
and-only and would make a great lap cat and
companion for an older person, especially
since I am declawed. I’d love to meet you.

I’m a very pretty 2-year old female brown tabby.
I arrived at Faithful Friends on July 24, 2012. I
was found outside of the shelter inside one of
the wooden cathouses. The staff later learned
that my elderly owner died. She called me Missy.
I had been with her since I was a tiny kitten and
had never been outside. I was so loved. But
her son didn’t want me, so he left me in the
cathouse for the staff to find. I was so sad. I’m a
sweet, quiet girl who loves to play with toys and
to be held. It would be so great to find a new
family who would give me a lot of attention and
love me the way my mom did. Is that you?

Hi! I’m Rosie!

Hi! I’m Missy Natasha!

I’m a gorgeous 1-2 year old female mixed
breed dog with a beautiful brindle and
leopard coat. I am a very sweet girl who
enjoys going for walks and would love to
be your constant companion. Come visit
me and take me out for some playtime.
You may just decide to take me home and
make me your new best friend.

Hi! I’m Margie!

Rosie

Missy Natasha

Margie

Healthy Pet Clinics
Saturday, May 18
at Faithful Friends

and
Saturday, June 1

at Dogtopia in Elsmere
319 New Road

off Kirkwood Highway
near Angerstein’s

from 10 am to noon
(arrive by 11:30)

I’m a very handsome 2-year old male black
and white Argentine Dogo/Pointer who is
affectionately known as Mr. Freckles. You
can see why. I am kissable, huggable and
oh so adoptable. I’m a sweet and spunky
guy who just wants to have fun. I lived
with other dogs and would love to have a
buddy to play with. I’m patiently waiting
for a new family to love. Hope that’s you.

Hi! I’m Percy!

Percy

I’m a very cute 3-year old male black and
brindle American Staffordshire Terrier
mix. I am so sweet and lovable. I’m just
a happy guy who loves everyone I meet.
I enjoy going for long walks and love
playtime. I’m such an affectionate boy and
just need a family that I can give lots of
kisses to and call my own. Come meet me
and fall in love.

Hi! I’m Neo!

Neo

NJ-0000651981

Register online: www.faithfulfriends.us
or call Shannon at 302-427-8514 ext.110


