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University of Delaware 
ENDORSEMENT APPLICATION for TRUMAN SCHOLARSHIP 

(For students committed to careers in public service) 
Due Date: Wednesday, May 1, 2019 

 
Dear Prospective Truman Scholarship Applicant: 
 
The Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation supports the graduate education and professional 
development of outstanding young people committed to public service leadership. Truman Scholars 
receive up to $30,000 for graduate or professional school, participate in leadership development 
activities, and have special opportunities for internships and employment with the federal government.  
 
ENDORSEMENT 
The Truman Scholarship requires an institutional endorsement as part of the application. The 
University of Delaware uses a selective application process to determine endorsement and can 
nominate up to 4 candidates for the Truman Scholarship each year. Endorsed candidates apply out of 
their state of legal residence. 
 
If you intend to apply in 2019-20 for the Truman Scholarship, this endorsement application 
must be completed and returned to the UD Honors Program, 186 S. College Avenue or 
emailed to kristinb@udel.edu, by Wednesday, May 1, 2019  Please attach a current resume.  
Your application will be read by a scholarship committee.  A select group of finalists will be 
interviewed by the committee.  You will be notified by the end of spring semester or early summer 
whether or not you will be a candidate nominated by the University of Delaware.  You must provide 
us with summer contact information on this application.  
 
TIME COMMITMENT IF ENDORSED 
Please note that if you are selected for endorsement, you will commit to working on your scholarship 
application over the summer, throughout the fall semester, and during winter session. There is a 
significant time commitment to present a competitive application and receive serious consideration 
for a prestigious national merit award like the Truman Scholarship. Final applications are due to the 
Foundation at the very beginning of February 2020.  
 
DO YOUR HOMEWORK BEFORE YOU APPLY  
It is crucial that you research this scholarship carefully (www.truman.gov), reading all the eligibility 
requirements and selection criteria.  You will also need to engage in honest self-reflection on your 
goals, values, academic achievements, and extracurricular record in relation to the purpose of the 
award in question and the kind of students it seeks.  In other words, you have some homework to do 
before you decide whether or not to apply.   
 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMITMENT 
All applicants should be aware that the Truman Scholarship has a service requirement.  Truman 
Scholars are required to work in public service for three of the seven years following completion of a 
Foundation funded graduate degree program as a condition of receiving Truman funds.  Scholars 
who do not meet this service requirement, or who fail to provide timely proof to the Foundation of 
such employment, will be required to repay funds received along with interest.   
 
QUESTIONS 
Questions about the Truman Scholarship should be directed to: 
Kristin Bennighoff, Sr. Associate Director, UD Honors Program (kristinb@udel.edu).  
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University of Delaware 
ENDORSEMENT APPLICATION for TRUMAN SCHOLARSHIP 

(For students committed to careers in public service) 
Due Date: Wednesday, May 1, 2019 

 

Name ________________________________________________________      

State of Legal Residency _________________________________________ 

Graduation Semester & Year __________________  (Must be planning to graduate in Fall 2020, Winter 

2021, or Spring 2021) 

UD ID# _______________________________ 

GPA __________________________________ 

E-mail _______________________ @ udel.edu                Local Phone No. _____________________ 

Local Address _________________________________________________ 

  _________________________________________________ 

 

Major(s)___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Minor(s) ______________________________ 

  ______________________________ 
  
Permanent Address ____________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Summer Address ____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

 

Summer Phone and Email _________________________ ____________________________ 

 

Are you a United States citizen?  ___Yes       ___ No 

(You must be a United States Citizen for the Truman Scholarship) 
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POTENTIAL RECOMMENDERS 
Name three persons whom you would ask to write letters of recommendation in support of your 
scholarship application if you are named a UD candidate.  As part of the application review, we may 
contact your proposed recommenders. Please note that the recommenders must address very specific 
aspects of your application.  
 
1. Recommender must focus on Leadership Abilities and Potential (person is connected to 

your leadership example—SHORT ANSWER Question #1).  

Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

 Title or Position: _________________________________________________ 

 Department: _______________________________________________________ 

 Email: ________________________ Phone: _________________________ 

 How long have you known the recommender and in what context?  

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Recommender must focus on your Commitment to a Career in Public Service 

Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

 Title or Position: _________________________________________________ 

 Department: _______________________________________________________ 

 Email: _______________________  Phone: _________________________ 

 How long have you known the recommender and in what context?  

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

  
3. Recommender must focus on Intellect and Prospects for Continuing Academic Success 

Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

 Title or Position: _________________________________________________ 

 Department: _______________________________________________________ 

 Email: _______________________  Phone: _________________________ 

 How long have you known the recommender and in what context?  

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 
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**Please provide typed answers on separate sheets.** 
 
RESUME: 
Please attach a current resume.  
 
ACADEMIC INFORMATION:  

1. Briefly explain why/how you chose your major(s) and minor(s).   
 

2. What are your academic interests beyond your major(s)/minor(s)?  In what way(s) do you 
pursue these interests? 

 
3. List academic/service honors and recognitions received during your college years 

(awards, prizes, scholarships, honor societies, etc.).  Do not include high-school honors.   
 

4. Briefly describe all independent study, research, internships, teaching assistantships, etc., 
related to your field or career interests.  Indicate when and where the activity was carried 
out, for how long, your role in each project, what you learned from or contributed to the 
experiences.  Please also indicate any public presentation or publication of your work. 

 
5. If you have studied abroad, when and where did you go and why?  Discuss the impact of 

this experience on your studies, personal growth, world outlook, post-graduate and career 
plans.  If you will study abroad in the future, indicate when, where, and why. 

 
6. Please explain if there has been any semester in which your academic performance did not 

reflect your ability.   
 

7. Please explain if there has been any interruption in your education.  When and how long 
were you away?  What did you do during this time? 

 
 
EXTRACURRICULAR & SERVICE ACTIVITIES: 
Please indicate leadership roles as well as the importance of these activities to your personal and 
intellectual development.  List chronologically with dates of participation.   
 

1. Campus activities—e.g., student government, residence life, social/cultural clubs & 
associations, committees, volunteerism, undergraduate councils, athletics, 
creative/performing arts (indicate duration of involvement, offices/positions held, major 
contributions, etc.).  

 
2. Off-campus activities—e.g., public service and community or civic activities, leadership 

training (homeless services, environmental protection/conservation, advocacy activities, 
etc.).  Indicate what type of group or activity, duration of involvement, your level of 
participation, impact of your contribution. 

 
3. Describe any special talents that may be relevant to the Truman scholarship.   

 
4. What are your hobbies and special interests? How long have you been engaged in these 

pursuits and how often do you engage in them now? 
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SHORT ANSWER:  
Maximum of 100 words per answer submitted on a separate sheet. 
 

1. Describe one specific example of your leadership. 
 

2. Describe a recent particularly satisfying public service activity. 
 

3. Describe the problem or needs of society you want to address when you enter public service. 
 

4. Describe the graduate education program you intend to pursue if you receive a Truman 
Scholarship. 

 
 
 
 
ESSAY:  
In 350 words or less (no more than one double-spaced page): 
 
Present a policy proposal.  It can be policy at the state, national, or international level.  State a 
problem and a proposed solution, but also include any obstacles or challenges that might arise in 
implementing the solution. 
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