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The fiscal year 2013 budget request for the National Science Foundation (NSF) is $7.373 billion, 
an increase of $340 million, or 4.8 percent over the FY12 estimate of $7 billion.    
 
RESEARCH AND RELATED ACTIVITIES (R&RA) 
 
The Administration has requested $5.9 billion for the Research and Related Activities 
Directorate.  This is an increase of $294 million, or 5.2 percent, over the FY12 estimate of $5.6 
billion. 

Within the R&RA Directorate, the following amounts are proposed for FY13: 

• Biological Sciences: $733.8 million, which is $21.4 million, or 3 percent, above the FY12 
level of $712.3 million. 

• Computer and Information Science and Engineering: $709.7 million, which is $ 56 
million, or 8.6percent, above the FY12 level of $653.5 million. 

• Engineering (including SBIR and STTR): $876.3 million, which is $50 million, or 6.1 
percent, above the FY12 level of $826 million. 

• Geosciences: $906 million, which is $21 million, or 2.4 percent, above the FY12 level of 
$885 million. 

• Mathematical and Physical Sciences: $1.345 billion, which is $36 million, or 2.8 percent, 
above the FY12 level of $1.308 billion. 

• Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences: $259.5 million, which is $5 million, or 2.1 
percent, above the FY12 level of $254 million. 

• Office of Cyberinfrastructure: $218 million, which is $6.6 million, or 3.1 percent, above 
the FY12 level of $211.6 million. 

• Office of International Science and Engineering: $ 51 million, which is $1.4 million, or 
2.9 percent, above the FY12 level of $49.8 million. 

• Office of Polar Programs: $449.7 million, which is $13.8 million, or 3.2 percent, above the 
FY12 level of $435.8 million. 

• Integrative Activities: $431.5 million, which is $81.9 million, or 23.4 percent, above the FY 
12 level of $349.5 million. 

 



EDUCATION AND HUMAN RESOURCES (EHR) 

The Administration has requested $875.6 million for the Education and Human Resources 
Directorate.  This is an increase of $46.6 million, or 5.6 percent, above the FY12 level of $829 
million. 

• Division of Graduate Education (DGE): According to the Administration’s budget request, 
“the Division of Graduate Education (DGE) FY13 request reflects its commitment to 
supporting U.S. graduate students and innovative graduate traineeship programs that prepare 
tomorrow’s leaders in STEM.”  The FY13 budget request for DGE is $184.8 million, almost 
$12 million, or 6.7 percent, above the FY12 estimated level of $173 million.  This increase 
includes: 

o $121.4 million for Graduate Research Fellowships (GRF), an increase of $44.8 million, 
or 22.6 percent above the FY12 level of $198 million.  The GRF program will award 
2,000 new fellowships and support a stipend increase from $30,000 to $32,000.  The 
FY13 budget also requests $121.4 million for the GRF program within the Research and 
Related Activities Directorate. 

o $27 million for the Graduate STEM Fellows K-12 Education (GK-12), a minimal 
increase of $50,000.  Since the FY2012 budget request terminated the program, FY2013 
funding will provide final support for the estimated 800 GK-12 graduate fellows. 

o $22.8 million for the Integrative Graduate Education and Research Traineeships 
(IGERT), a decrease of $8 million or 26.7 percent below the FY12 level of 31 million.  
The FY2013 budget also requests $25.4 million for IGERT, a decrease of $3 million, or 
11.2 percent below the FY12 level of $28.6 million. 

• Division of Undergraduate Education (DUE): The FY12 budget request for DUE is $246.6 
million, an increase of $11 million, or 4.7 percent, above the FY12 level of $235.6 million.   

o The FY13 request includes $54.8 million for the Robert Noyce Scholarship Program, the 
same amount the program received in FY12.   

o The FY13 budget request proposes the transfer of the Math and Science Partnership 
(MPS) program from DUE to the Division of Research on Learning in Formal and 
Informal Settings (DRL).  The FY13 budget requests $57 million for MPS, the same level 
the program received in FY12. 

 
MAJOR RESEARCH EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES CONSTRUCTION (MREFC) 

The Administration requested $196 million for the Major Research Equipment and Facilities 
Construction Directorate.  This is a reduction of $890 million, or 0.5 percent, below the FY12 



level of $197 million.  The FY13 budget requests funding to continue the following construction 
projects: the Advanced LIGO (AdvLIGO); the Advanced Technology Solar Telescope (ATST); 
the Oceans Observatory Initiative (OOI); and the National Ecological Observatory Network.  No 
additional funding is required in FY13 for the Atacama Large Millimeter Array (ALMA). 


