University of Delaware
LING 499/699 Issues in Teaching ELL Students: ELL Literacy Across the Disciplines

Summer 2012 (July 16-20, 23) – Updated 7/10/12
Instructor:
Nigel A. Caplan, Assistant Professor, University of Delaware English Language Institute
Email:

nacaplan@udel.edu
Office phone:
(302) 831 7420 (ELI, 108 E. Main Street, Newark)

This course meets from 8:30am-5:00pm for 6 days (Monday-Friday July 16-20 and Monday July 23)
at the University of Delaware Paradee Center, 69 Transportation Circle, Dover, DE 19901 
(Directions: http://ag.udel.edu/extension/kent/location_directions.html) 


Materials

Carrasquillo, A., Kucer, B., & Abrams, R. (2006). Beyond the beginnings: Literacy interventions for upper elementary ELLs. Clevedon, England: Multilingual Matters. ISBN: 9781853597497 (available from online booksellers)
Dantas-Whitney, M., & Rilling, S. (Eds.) (2010). Authenticity in the language classroom and beyond: Children and adolescent learners. Alexandria, VA: TESOL. (Available from online booksellers; TESOL members receive a $10 discount if they purchase from www.tesol.org) 
Other readings distributed on the course Sakai site (www.udel.edu/sakai) – log in with your UD email and password (www.udel.edu/network) or the guest password you should have received (email me if you can’t get access)
Course Description

LING 499/699 is an intensive summer institute for in-service and pre-service teachers of English Language Learners (ELL) and bilingual students. This year, the focus will be on literacy in ESL and content-area classes. Theoretical and practical issues are address to explore effective instructional techniques and models for promoting literacy development (reading, writing, grammar, and vocabulary). This course is also suitable for administrators, counselors, and anyone who has contact with non-native speakers of English in Delaware schools. LING 699 may be counted towards ESOL or bilingual (re-)certification (if all DDOE requirements are met).
Note for participants registered for UD credit (LING 499/699) – the free drop/add period runs through the end of the day on Tuesday July 17.

Schedule and readings (BB = Beyond the Beginnings; TESOL = Authenticity in …)

The class meets from 8:30-12:30 and 1:30-5:00. Lunch is on your own for the first 5 days (12:30-1:30).
	Day
	Topics
	Readings (to be completed before the meeting!)

	Monday, 7/16
	Course introduction, requirements, hours, credit, and logistics (with Terry Richard)

The nature of ELL literacy and its relation to L1 literacy, second-language acquisition, and the “language of schooling”

Introduction to genre and authenticity
	BB ch 1 (optional), 2 (required)

TESOL ch 6, 17 

Schleppegrell excerpt (Sakai)

	Tuesday, 7/17
	Writing: Context and processes (authenticity, genre, writing process, and collaborative writing)

Speaking-Writing connections (including Drama)


	BB ch 3, 4

TESOL, ch 1, 9, 15

Weissberg chapter (Sakai)

	Wednesday 7/18
	Reading

Reader’s Theater

Literacy across the curriculum

Please bring a sample of reading you might assign to or read with your students.
	BB ch 5, 6

TESOL ch 3, 4, 5

Acevedo & Rose article (Sakai)

Reader’s Theater chapter (Sakai – optional)

	Thursday, 7/19
	Guest Speaker: Dr. Peggy Hickman, Arcadia University

RTI (Response to Intervention) for ELLs

Literacy Interventions


	BB ch 8

Pearson (2007) on Sakai



	Friday, 7/20
	Grammar

Vocabulary

Feedback, assessment and the Common Core
	BB ch 7 (plus re-read p. 77-80)
TESOL ch 2

Common Core (Sakai)

Nation (2001) chapter on Sakai

	Monday, 7/23
	What works presentations

International pot-luck lunch

Course wrap up and reflections

Additional topics on request
	Optional readings on presentation techniques

Other readings as shared and requested


Requirements for UD Credit (participants seeking PD clock hours only have different requirements)
	
	LING 499
	LING 699

	What works presentation in class
	15%
	15%

	*Final take-home exam (distributed on the last day of class; a series of short-answer essays and reflections)
	30%
	20%

	*Research paper: 12-15 pages for graduate credit (699); 6-8 pages for undergraduates (499); please use the APA 6th edition style guide
	30%
	40%

	Participation: Active participation and complete attendance are essential for the success of the institute. You are strongly encouraged to ask questions and shape the evolving agenda for each session.
	25%
	25%


* All written work must be submitted on Sakai by Friday August 31 at 5pm.

Note: All students registered for credit automatically receive a temporary grade of “I” (Incomplete) at the end of the summer session (it would be impossible to complete all the assignments during the 6-day course!). The actual course grade will be posted in September on submission of all the assignments. I may be available to give feedback on drafts and/or conduct online office hours in August.
What Works Presentation

On the last day of the institute, each participant will give a short explanation and/or demonstration of an activity, exercise, curricular idea, or other teaching or assessment technique inspired by the course. Administrators, counselors, and non-teaching participants are encouraged to share a topic relevant to their work. The exact length of the presentation will be determined by the final course size, but will not exceed 20 minutes. Visual aids (including PowerPoint) are available but optional; the focus is on teaching, assessment, and ELL/bilingual support. Please make the connections with the content of the institute clear. A Q&A will follow each presentation.

Final Take-Home Exam

The final exam for this course consists of multiple sets of short-answer questions, from which you will choose four questions in total. In your responses, you should make reference to course readings, lectures, guest speakers, and discussions, as well as your own knowledge and experience. The purpose of this task is for you to consolidate and demonstrate your learning during the institute. The exam will be distributed on the final day of the course and is due on Sakai by August 31. Your responses will be graded in terms of their depth of content and clarity of writing.
This is an individual task. You are asked not to discuss your answers with classmates or seek additional help.
Research Paper

The purpose of the research paper is to explore an area of interest and relevance to your professional practice. Although there are several possible formats, all have in common an engagement with the literature and implications for teaching. Greater depth and detail are expected from participants seeking graduate credit (LING 699), although LING 499 (undergraduate-level) students’ papers must also display scholarly and professional dispositions. Typically, a minimum of 8 sources (LING 499) or 12 sources (LING 699) should be referenced; however, this may vary for different genres.
The research paper should be connected to one of the topics discussed in the institute.* Possible formats include (but are not limited to):

· A thorough literature review, examining both theoretical frameworks and empirical research

· A grant proposal for funding the teaching, design, or implementation of a program for supporting ELLs in your school or district. Programs may be pitched at any level (early childcare, elementary, secondary, ELL, bilingual, content-area literacy, vocational education, special education, teacher training, professional development, etc.). See, for example:
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/infosuites/staff/fedstprog/StateEnglishLanguageLearners/StateELL.shtml
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/infosuites/staff/fedstprog/21stCenturyCLearningCenters/21stCentCommLearningCntrsHOME.shtml
http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/lpt/projects/99
http://www.ncela.gwu.edu/grants/
http://www.ncte.org/grants/elem
http://www.ncte.org/grants/sec
Your paper may either follow the format set out in the target grant’s RFP (Request For Proposals), or a generic format (Background and Rationale, Literature Review, Implementation Plan). You do not need to provide original research, a budget, or a detailed timeline. 
· Action research paper: Action research is usually generated from a classroom dilemma, dissatisfaction with an activity or assignment, a question that arises as a result of a class, an observation about student performance, or an idea from a colleague, journal, or conference. The purpose of the research is usually to reflect on and improve an aspect of teaching, which in this case must be related to the course. The outcome of the research is often a change in classroom practices or a proposal about curricular change, new courses, and so on. Your action research paper should include a clear rationale for the question, a literature review, and a plan for collecting and analyzing data. Please speculate on the implications of your research and changes you might make to your teaching practices.

· Another project, by arrangement with the instructor

* Teachers seeking ESOL or bilingual (re-)certification in Delaware must select from one of these topics, which must be explored in depth to meet DOE requirements:

Literacy (for ELL students)

       
Second-Language Acquisition

       
Methodology of Teaching ESL

       
Second-Language Testing

       
Structure of English

Further details will be provided during the course or may be obtained from DDOE.

For Participants Earning Delaware Professional Development “Clock Hours” Only:
· The following information was provided by the Department of Education. Participants are encouraged to participate in the What Works? Presentation in addition but need not complete the other written assignments.

“Prepare a one-week integrated thematic unit for English Language Learners (ELLs).  It should include grade(s), and/or level of English proficiency of the students (beginning or developing level or higher), objectives, activities, materials to be used, procedures, and skills(s) to be addressed. Due August 17, 2012.
Please provide a cover page with your name, the course name, your district and school. Once your unit is reviewed and approved, the certificate for the clock hours will be issued.”
Please mail by August 13, 2012 to:
Terry Richard

Department of Education

Townsend Building

401 Federal Street, Suite 2

Dover, DE  19901

2013 ELL Institute (LING 499/699)

· July 15-22, 2013 (tentative)

· Same place!

· Theme to be announced – suggestions will be taken on the last day of the course and by email

· Course may be repeated for credit toward certification (since the content changes each year)

· The institute may be taken again for PD clock hours

· Please spread the word!

For more information about UD’s MA TESL (Masters in Teaching English as a Second Language), please visit http://www.udel.edu/education/masters/tesl/index.html or contact Dr. Scott Stevens (sstevens@udel.edu)

