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1.    Students in the School of Marine Science and Policy (SMSP) are required to 

complete a minimum of 3 credits of course work in a department or program 
outside of the student’s home program.  (Hereafter this is termed the external-
course requirement.) Ordinarily those credits must be completed in a single 
regularly scheduled course in the College of Earth, Ocean, and Environment 
with a value of 3 credits or more.  Accordingly, special-problem courses or 
seminar courses do not ordinarily meet this requirement. 

2.    Approval of the core faculty of the SMSP as a whole is required before any 
changes in the general external-course requirement of the School may become 
effective.  In other words, the faculty in any of the programs in the School does 
not have the authority to increase or diminish the general 3-credit external-
course requirement unilaterally. The core faculty of the School consists of those 
professors whose primary appointment is in the SMSP and whose performance 
evaluations are completed by the Director of the School. 

3.   The core faculty of each of the programs in the SMSP may provide further 
stipulation concerning the specifics of the required 3-credit course. For 
example, the core faculty of the Marine Policy Program could require that 
students in that program fulfill the requirement via a 3-credit course in the 
Marine Biosciences Program. A majority of the core faculty in a given 
academic program is required to initiate any change in the specific external-
course requirement within that program. The core faculty of a particular 
program is defined as those professors whose primary academic appointment is 
in the relevant program. 

4.   To provide stability to the curriculum, no change in the external-course 
requirement may be initiated by a given program more frequently than once 
every 3 years.   

5.   Any alteration of the specific external-course requirement that would require 
faculty in another program to develop a new course or to alter the content of an 
existing course requires the consent of the faculty in the affected program and 
of the Directors Council of the SMSP.  

 Legislative History  

•  Proposed and discussed at faculty meetings of the College of Marine Studies 
(CMS)—29 January, 18 March, and 22 March 1988.  

•  Promulgated by Dean of CMS—27 May 1988. 



•  Revised by Academic Council of CMS—20 January 2004. 
•  Approved by Academic Council of CMS—27 July 2004. 
•  Approved by Faculty of CMS—7 February 2005. 
•  Promulgated by Interim Dean of CMS—7 February 2005. 
• Revised and approved by Academic Council of College of Marine and Earth 

Studies (CMES)—30 June 2007. 
• Promulgated by Dean of CMES—23 August 2007. 
• Revised by Interim Director of SMSP—1 September 2009. 
• Discussed and approved by the Directors Council of SMSP—8 March 2010. 
• Approved by Dean of College of Earth, Ocean, and Environment—31 May 2010. 
• Promulgated by Interim Director of SMSP—31 May 2010. 
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