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My research interest focuses 
on the development of cancer 
immunotherapies. I am especially 
interested in understanding how the 
delivery form of immunotherapies 
influences their efficacy and how 
novel therapies can be combined 
to induce an effective anti-cancer 
immune response.  During my PhD 
at the School of Pharmacy, University 
of Otago, I worked on generating and 
comparing different linking mechanisms 
between cancer antigen and vaccine 
adjuvants and how they influence the 
generation of anti-tumour immune responses. 
My current projects as a Research Fellow in the 
Department of Pathology focus on developing 
an immunotherapy for breast cancer and its use 
in combination with a variety of novel therapies. 
For this I use virus-like particles (VLP) delivering 
tumour antigens in order to prime immune cells 
to selectively recognise and destroy cancer cells 
while sparing healthy cells. Furthermore I work on 
understanding how successful immunotherapies 
are in a diverse patient population and whether 
specific patient groups benefit from different 
treatment combinations.  


