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Program in Art Conservation
Conservation Report

Accession #: 2001.0017.0049	
Object: [Studio portrait of an unidentified standing woman]
Object Date: 1865-1886		
Artist/Author: M. Stahn Photography
87 N. Gay Street, Bet. the Bridge and Front St., Baltimore, Maryland	
Materials: Tintype
Owner: University of Delaware Museums: “The Baltimore Collection”
Permanent Location: UD Museums Collections 
Reason for Treatment or Examination: Examined as part of the photo block documentation 
project and aimed to add to the curatorial and conservation body of knowledge 
Examined by: Jennifer Myers, WUDPAC 2020
Report Date: January 17, 2018

DESCRIPTION
The tintype is a standing studio portrait of an unidentified woman in a full-length dress with a hand-painted kerchief and bronze paint jewelry. 


CONDITION

This tintype image and paper support are in fair condition overall, and should be regarded as unstable. The silver image and collodion binder are separating from the japanned iron sheet substrate. This is occurring because of the formation of iron oxide on the sheet metal. The silver and collodion binder are blistering and there are flakes and losses throughout the image, at times with corrosion through the lacquer (or asphaltum) layer. The areas nearer the edges of the tintype exhibit the most oxidation with loss and lifting of the image, with filoform corrosion in the lower right. Closer to the center of the image, in the sitter’s body and dress, there are small areas where the collodion is flaking, exposing the japanned layer. In the lower left corner, there is an area of slight staining and discoloration, likely from undeveloped pooling silver halide in the collodion layer. The bronze paint exhibits green corrosion. The mount is also in fair overall condition, with delamination of the paper layers and some slight abrasions around the opening perimeter. On the verso, there is some moderate staining and physical separation and tearing of the paper backing tape, which also may be contributing to the oxidation present on the verso of the metal plate. The paper mounting card is moderately soiled overall.

The mounting paper was dry cleaned with a soft brush and a cosmetic sponge. Some of the prominent losses of the collodion binder on the dress and figure were toned with Sennelier watercolors and deionized water, over a 2% methylcellulose in water barrier layer. The photograph was placed into a polyester L-sleeve for storage and handling.
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Accession #: 2001.0017.0007	
Object: [Portrait of an unidentified adult man, three-quarter profile]
Object Date: 1890	
Artist/Author: Unknown	
Materials: Silver gelatin developing-out print (DOP)
Owner: University of Delaware Museums: “The Baltimore Collection”
Permanent Location: UD Museums Collections 
Reason for Treatment or Examination: Examined as part of the photo block documentation 
project and aimed to add to the curatorial and conservation body of knowledge 
Examined by: Jennifer Myers, WUDPAC 2020
Report Date: January 17, 2018

DESCRIPTION
This photograph is likely a copy of a photographed portrait of an unidentified adult man in three-quarter profile mounted on a dark piece of paperboard. 


CONDITION
This photograph is in good condition and it is stable. The photograph has water and moderate mold damage present along the right-side edge and along the top edge, affecting all of the layers of the photograph, as well as the mount (along the right). There are areas of slight localized, brown staining present on the image above the sitter’s head. There are areas of moderate localized green staining present on the sitter’s right shoulder. There is a small area of loss of the binder and image along the bottom left edge. The bottom right edge of the print is lifting from the mount, with slight planar distortion. On the mount, there are slight scuffs midway along the left side edge. The bottom exposed paperboard of the mount is stained slightly, likely from handling. The corners of the mounting board exhibit slight wear, and the top right corner is creased and folded over.

The entire surface, recto and verso, were cleaned with a soft brush followed by a cosmetic sponge to remove surface grime. The top right corner of the thin paper layer of the mounting board was humidified, then laid flat and secured to the mounting board with a small amount of 2% methylcellulose. The photograph was placed into a polyester L-sleeve for storage and handling.
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Accession #: 2001.0017.0017	
Object: [Studio portrait of unidentified woman standing in front of wooded background]
Object Date: 1886-1894	
Artist/Author: Lewis Horning, Parlor Gallery, 525 South 9th Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania	
Materials: Albumen print; cabinet card
Owner: University of Delaware Museums: “The Baltimore Collection”
Permanent Location: UD Museums Collections 
Reason for Treatment or Examination: Examined as part of the photo block documentation 
project and aimed to add to the curatorial and conservation body of knowledge 
Examined by: Jennifer Myers, WUDPAC 2020
Report Date: January 17, 2018

DESCRIPTION
This photograph is a portrait of an unidentified standing woman in a dress, mounted on a lightweight piece of paperboard. 


CONDITION
This albumen print is in fair condition, with compromised stability and the potential for dissociation, as the photograph is becoming separated from the mount. There are two tears in the print: one along the lower left edge and one at the middle of the right side. Both exhibit lifting planar distortions, with complete losses of material at the paper edge of the tear. This is most prominent along the bottom third of the print that is curling up and away from the mount. The top left corner is creased and folded over. There are three small nicks in the photograph, near the center, that include planar distortions and small image loss through the binder and into the paper substrate. Localized areas of dark green and embedded accretions surround the subject. The entire photograph and mount has inactive mold and water damage, with subsequent staining. The surface of the print contains small, black, and embedded staining spots scattered throughout, that are possibly mold spores. The entire surface has a layer of surface grime and matting of the sheen. The mounting paper has prominent delamination, brittleness, and yellowing. The albumen binder in the printed photograph is yellowed and has slight surface cracking. The image has faded significantly, especially in the highlights.

The print and mount were surface cleaned with a dry brush and cosmetic sponge under magnification. The albumen print was surface cleaned under magnification with a mild enzymatic solution, and cleared with deionized water. The creased and folded corner was humidified with a 50:50 ethanol and water solution and laid flat. It was allowed to dry between pellon and blotter, under weight.  The tears were repaired with a 1% methylcellulose in water solution, also dried under pellon and blotter, under weight. The small losses were inpainted with watercolor over a 2% methylcellulose in water barrier layer. The photograph was placed into a polyester L-sleeve for storage and handling.
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Accession #: 2001.0017.0028	
Object: [Portrait of an unidentified young woman outdoors, seated in the grass near a wooded landscape]
Object Date: 1900-1950	
Artist/Author: Unknown
Materials: Silver gelatin developing-out print (DOP)
Owner: University of Delaware Museums: “The Baltimore Collection”
Permanent Location: UD Museums Collections 
Reason for Treatment or Examination: Examined as part of the photo block documentation 
project and aimed to add to the curatorial and conservation body of knowledge 
Examined by: Jennifer Myers, WUDPAC 2020
Report Date: January 17, 2018

DESCRIPTION
This photograph is a portrait of an unidentified woman, seated in the grass.


CONDITION
This gelatin silver DOP photograph is in poor condition with compromised stability. The edges along the lower half of the sides and across the bottom, in the photograph’s border, are friable. The binder and byrata layer are crumbling and flaking off of the paper support in these areas. This is likely a result of the extensive water and mold damage that covers most of the photograph. There are areas of lost silver image and gelatin binder within the mold damage, as well as tide lines and purple staining through all three layers. The entire gelatin surface is covered in fine cracks overall, with scattered concentrations in the upper left and lower right quadrants. The photograph is prominently faded and has a yellow-brown tint overall. The corners have slight mechanical wear; the upper right is creased.

The photograph was surface cleaned with a soft brush, followed by a cosmetic sponge. The friable and flaking byrata and gelatin layers were consolidated first with a 0.25% methyl cellulose in water solution, using a nebulizer. This was followed by application of 1% methyl cellulose as a consolidant with a synthetic brush under magnification into the areas with larger and heavier flakes. The surface is too fragile to further clean with wet or abrasive methods. The photograph was placed into a polyester L-sleeve for storage and handling.
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Accession #: 2001.0017.0013	
Object: [Portrait of an unidentified young child posed on a chair]
Object Date: 1880-1920	
Artist/Author: Unknown
Materials: Silver gelatin developing-out print (DOP) or (POP)
Owner: University of Delaware Museums: “The Baltimore Collection”
Permanent Location: UD Museums Collections 
Reason for Treatment or Examination: Examined as part of the photo block documentation 
project and aimed to add to the curatorial and conservation body of knowledge 
Examined by: Jennifer Myers, WUDPAC 2020
Report Date: January 17, 2018

DESCRIPTION
This photograph is a portrait of an unidentified child, seated upon a chair, mounted on a light-colored paper board.


CONDITION
This silver gelatin print is in poor condition and is moderately stable, but with risk of dissociation. The photograph has become completely detached from its mount. The photograph has extensive mold and water damage over the entire surface. The upper gelatin layer has fine cracks over the entire surface. There are moderate losses to the silver and binder in the sitter’s face from mechanical abrasions and scratches, exposing the baryta. There are scattered small losses in the upper half of the photograph. There are fine creases and cracks present horizontally across the center of the photograph and creases in the top right corner. The entire silver image is yellow-brown in color and faded prominently. The mounting board is prominently soiled overall, with scattered staining from mold and water damage, with slight mechanical wear on the corners.

The photograph was dry cleaned with a soft brush. The surface grime on the mounting board was reduced with the use of a polyurethane cosmetic sponge and vulcanized rubber sponge. The photograph was lightly cleaned with a cosmetic sponge. A 75:25 solution of ethanol:water was used to clean the surface, with limited success. Increasing the water content may remove some soiling, but the gelatin binder is too compromised to withstand swelling from water content. The losses in the silver image and binder were inpainted with Sennelier watercolors over a barrier layer of 2% methylcellulose in water. The photograph was placed into a polyester L-sleeve for storage and handling.
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