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Object Date: 1850-1890   
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DESCRIPTION 
This tintype depicts a standing portrait of a woman facing the camera, in front of an outdoor backdrop 
taken in a studio setting. 
 
CONDITION 
The photograph measures 8.85 cm wide x 6.35 cm long (3.48. x 2.5 inches). These measurements vary 
from those on Artstor.  
 
The colloidal silver image is in overall fair, unstable condition. In addition to general dirt and grime, there 
is much loss to the collodion binder and black lacquer (also known as japanning) layers, causing iron 
corrosion to form on the exposed iron support, mostly along the edges and corners of the plate’s recto 
side. In addition, there are losses to just the collodion binder, causing image loss and revealing the black 
lacquer underneath it. These losses are throughout the image as small scratches and areas of loss, but are 
concentrated just the left of the figures proper right arm, over the figure’s proper left arm, in a horizontal 
line that crosses the tintype just under the figure’s proper left hand, and just to the right bottom corner of 
figure’s skirt. All corners except the bottom left one seems to have suffered a small loss of the iron 
support, and about 1.3 cm of the top right corner of the plate is bent backwards, contributing to the 
aforementioned loss of the binder and lacquer layers in that area. The verso of the plate exhibits an 
increased quantity of iron corrosion and exposure of the black japanning/lacquer overall, especially in 
comparison to the recto. 
 


