
 

Letter from the President 
Dear Members, 

Happy New Year, a bit belated but sincere nevertheless. The new year promises to be as 
enjoyable as the last one for UDARF members, with entertaining and educational luncheon 
programs and poignant “My Intellectual Journey” lectures. Our luncheons begin with a 
continuation of the Celebrating the Arts theme on March 6, when retired Professor of Art John J. 
Weiss discusses “Photography as Art.” Prof. Weiss will share a number of his award-winning 
photographs from around the world. This is certain to be a special event that you won’t want to 
miss. 

On April 12, Distinguished Professor Emeritus Karl Böer will share his Intellectual Journey in a 
presentation that will be held at the Courtyard Newark at 4 p.m. Prof. Böer is a pioneer in the 
field of solar energy, and his talk promises to be an enlightening examination of the life of a 
pioneering scientist. As usual, wine and cheese will be served after the lecture. 
As you’ll see in this edition of the Newsletter, it is election time again. No, not that election, the 
one for UDARF officers. We have an excellent slate of candidates who are capable of continuing 
to expand our retired faculty association and bring us imaginative and informative programs. The 
ballot is attached to the luncheon reservation form. Please mail it with your luncheon reservation. 
Sorry, there are no electronic ballots. 

Last Nov. 11, I wrote Provost Tom Apple with a request that he address three issues that are of 
concern to a number of retired faculty members. I asked that retirees continue to have access to 
computer software that is licensed by the University and to have their computers serviced by the 
Computing Center, that central campus parking be available as part of the parking privilege we 
now enjoy, and that classes at the Osher Academy be offered to retirees free of charge just as 
campus classes are now offered. Provost Apple answered immediately saying that the issues I 
wanted addressed did not fall within the purview of his office, but he would forward my 
communication to the proper official. Having heard nothing by Dec. 31, I wrote again, and again 
received an immediate reply from the provost, saying that he was asking Executive Vice 
President Scott Douglass to address the issues. If and when I hear from him, I’ll let you know. 

In a recent column for seniors, Kathryn Taubert wrote, “Play, smile, cry, love, learn, laugh, be 
silly and pray if you wish. Bear the wisdom of your years and experience graciously, never 
losing the childlike qualities of hope, faith, optimism and fun. Life is a gift that sometimes comes 



in the guise of hard lessons, but a gift, nonetheless.” Enjoy the rest of winter while looking ahead 
to spring. 

Best wishes, 
Frank Scarpitti, President 
 

Election season 
The paper issue of this newsletter includes a ballot for the election of officers.  

Nominees are President: Stuart Sharkey; Vice President: Bob Carroll; Treasurer: Bob Brown; 
and Secretary: Louise Little. 
Terms of office will begin in May.  

The ballot, which is included on the luncheon reservation form, should be completed and mailed 
to: Sarah Hedrick, Provost’s Office, University of Delaware, Newark, DE 19716. Ballots must be 
received by Feb. 28.  

 

  



Iconic Dexter 

 

“Iconic Dexter” by Barkley Hendricks is one of the artworks featured in “Magical Visions: 10 
Contemporary African American Artists,” on view now through June 29, in University Museums’ 
Mechanical Hall. Also this spring, “New Art at UD,” showcasing acquisitions and gifts of art 
made to UD since 2008, is on display in the West Gallery of the Old College Gallery. For more 
information, visit www.udel.edu/museums. Artwork courtesy of the artist and Jack Shainman 
Gallery, N.Y.  

 

 

  



REP troupe showcased at UDARF December 
luncheon 

The play’s the thing, and nobody does plays 
better than UD’s Resident Ensemble Players 
(REP). 

Sanford Robbins, chair of the Department of 
Theatre and producing artistic director for the 
REP, showcased the acting troupe’s 
contributions to UD and the wider community 
during UDARF’s Dec. 6 luncheon meeting in 
Clayton Hall.  

Established in 2008, the REP is the 
professional component of the University’s 
nationally acclaimed graduate conservatory, 
the Professional Theatre Training Program 
(PTTP). “The REP is composed of 10 of America’s most extraordinary stage actors, each of 
whom has extensive credits on Broadway, as well as television and film,” Robbins said. “They 
are all graduates of the PTTP conservatory.” 

Also helping to make the UD theatre program one of the most popular on campus is an 
undergraduate minor, which currently enrolls 202 students, and individual courses open to all 
students, Robbins said. Actors in the REP are contracted for a four-year period to allow artistic 
continuity within the company while serving graduate and undergraduate students. 

“Besides mentoring and performing a full season of plays, REP actors each teach an 
undergraduate course each semester,” Robbins said. “We also perform plays principally covered 
in the undergraduate courses here, so we work closely with students taking courses in English, 
history and foreign languages and literatures.” Presenting classic and contemporary works of 
various genres not only helps fulfill UD’s academic mission, but also provides a forum for 
examining and discussing the major issues facing today’s society, Robbins said. 

Reasons for having a resident professional theatre on campus, Robbins noted, include: 

• To elevate learning, because the actors mentor graduate students and teach classes for 
undergraduate students;  

• To enhance the fundraising opportunity through an art-producing organization that gets 
national coverage, including in The New York Times; 

• To increase the University’s national visibility and its standing; and  
• To allow UD to engage with the community in a regular and meaningful way that is consistent 

with the purpose of the University.  



“We believe it is important for a great university to offer its constituency the great works of 
dramatic literature that inform our discourse and underline our collective humanity,” Robbins 
said. Robbins noted that most of the great dramatists--including Molière, Shakespeare and 
Chekov--never wrote a play intending for it to be read, and it was a great surprise for many when 
the works were published. “They intended that their works would be experienced in the theatre, 
where the audience breathes the same air as the characters, and experiences these emotions and 
ideas along with them in real time,” Robbins said. “Just as you can’t know Beethoven, Bach or 
Brahms simply by reading sheet music, we feel that the works of the great playwrights have to be 
apprehended in the theatre.” 

Besides presenting onstage performances, the REP also provides an important service to 
academic units across all disciplines, Robbins said. “Over the course of a year, we made 92 
different appearances for students in English and foreign literature classes, history and even 
some science classes,” Robbins said. “The REP either illuminates a text, or presents a scene 
appropriate to a particular subject from a wide variety of historical periods or ideas.” 

Robbins noted that REP performances drew 31,304 ticket holders to the theatre during the 2010-
11 season, due to affordable ticket prices and a wide variety of high quality productions. “About 
38 percent of our audience is students, which we are really proud of,” Robbins said. “That is the 
highest percentage of student attendees by any professional theatre group.”  

The REP also performs matinees for high school and middle school students from throughout the 
state, as well as for many senior adult groups. 

“For the students, its often their first live theatre experience, where they are introduced to the 
works of Shakespeare or Shaw or any of the writers whose works we have produced,” Robbins 
said. “By doing this for all students, we are building an audience for the future as well.” 

Article by Jerry Rhodes 

Photo by Kathy F. Atkinson 

 

  



Combining Delaware history,  
personal history 

A change of professors in an 
undergraduate history class changed 
the direction of Carol Hoffecker’s 
career as an academic and author. 

Hoffecker, the Richards Professor 
Emerita of History at UD, shared her 
story during the third “My 
Intellectual Journey” lecture, held 
Nov. 10 at the Courtyard Newark on 
the University’s North Campus.  
During her three decades on the UD 
faculty, Hoffecker served as 
associate provost for graduate studies 
and chaired the Department of 
History. 
Hono 

The graduate of Mt. Pleasant High School in Wilmington, Del., recalled how she and other UD 
undergraduates were moved from a History 105 class taught by Evelyn Holst Clift to a different 
section under Walther Kirchner. 

Hoffecker said that while Clift’s special area of interest was the year 1066 (the Battle of 
Hastings), Kirchner’s focus was 1077 (the year Henry IV, king of the Germans and later Holy 
Roman Emperor, begged for forgiveness and was pardoned by Pope Gregory VII at Canossa, 
Italy). 

“Because of this, I learned a lot about what happened in 1077 and when I took my GRE test at 
Swarthmore it seemed whoever prepared that test also thought a lot about 1077,” Hoffecker said. 
“The result was that I did very well, qualifying for graduate school at several top universities, 
including Yale and the University of Wisconsin. I chose Harvard.” 

Although she enjoyed a Harvard education that included classes with professors such as Frank 
Freidel, author of Franklin D. Roosevelt: A Rendezvous with Destiny, and Oscar Handlin, author 
of The Uprooted: The Epic Story of the Great Migrations That Made the American People, 
Hoffecker opted to return to her native Delaware to write about a city that was once one of the 
major manufacturing centers of the Mid-Atlantic region. 

“I loved Boston and Cambridge and I learned a lot from all of those people at Harvard,” 
Hoffecker said. ”I also knew that I wanted to do urban history, and I knew that I should write 
about Wilmington, Del.”  



Working as a resident scholar in the UD Department of History’s Hagley Graduate Program, 
Hoffecker wrote Wilmington: An Industrial City 1830-1910, a book that illuminated the city’s 
manufacturing past. 

“In the 19th century, Wilmington had lots of factories and was a big producer of railway cars and 
wheels and river boats, and the Brandywine River was ideal for powering wheat and later corn 
mills,” Hoffecker said. “The people who built those mills were Quakers, and there are several 
streets in Wilmington named for them.” 

While Wilmington’s industrial heyday was long gone by the early 1900s, the city still remained 
important because DuPont had decided to build offices and research facilities in and near the 
city. 

“Wilmington also had a history of racial segregation in its schools and housing, and this created 
a tension between those living in the old two-story houses in the city and those living in larger 
homes in the suburbs,” Hoffecker said. “If you want to understand how we got the muddle that 
led to the riots in 1968, this book is a good place to start.” 

Delaware’s middle and southernmost counties also are represented in books by Hoffecker that 
include Delaware, a Bicentennial History (Norton, New York, 1977) and Honest John Williams 
U.S. Senator from Delaware (UD Press, 2000). 

Williams, the conservative senator from Millsboro, had earned a reputation for integrity and also 
garnered national attention for his investigation of the Internal Revenue Service and of Bobby 
Baker, the secretary to the majority leader, then Lyndon Johnson. 

“The difficulty in writing about John Williams is that while he was in Washington, D.C., his 
wife, Elsie, also stayed there, and they spent most weekends at home so there was little need for 
correspondence with family or friends,” Hoffecker said. “This was unlike President John Adams, 
who stayed in Philadelphia while his wife Abagail remained home in Quincy, with the result that 
they wrote a lot of letters to each other.”  

A reception followed the lecture. 

Article by Jerry Rhodes 

Photo by Kathy F. Atkinson 

 

Enjoy hotel hospitality 
Bill Sullivan, managing director of the Courtyard Newark on the North Campus, has generously 
renewed a special rate for UDARF members, their families and friends.  



The special rate is half off of the prevailing room rate for the dates of travel, based on room 
availability. Reservations must be made personally with Bill at 302-218-4541 or 
billsull@udel.edu Do not ask at the hotel main desk.  

 

Newsmakers in brief 
Theodore Braun, professor emeritus of French and comparative literature, has been elected as a 
membre correspondant of the Académie de Montauban, founded in 1730 by Jean-Jacques Le 
Franc de Pompignan, a prominent magistrate and author who was targeted by Voltaire as a 
dangerous enemy of the philosophers who were trying to alter the course of French society. 
Braun will be inducted this April. 

Fleda Brown, professor emerita of English and former poet laureate of Delaware, has a new 
blog in which she plans to discuss books, poets, writing and her life since retiring from UD and 
moving to Michigan. The blog may be found at fledabrown.com/blog/.  

Carol E. Hoffecker, Richards Professor Emerita of History, was presented the Governor’s 
Heritage Award by Delaware Gov. Jack Markell on Delaware Day, Dec. 7, in Dover. The award 
is presented annually to an individual who has made a distinguished contribution to the 
recognition, preservation and celebration of Delaware’s heritage.  

Paul Mettler, professor emeritus and former chairperson of the Department of Physical Therapy, 
has been named the Brooks Professor and program director of the Physical Therapy Program at 
the University of North Florida. 

UD’s new research computing cluster has been named Mills in honor of David L. Mills, UD 
professor emeritus and a pioneer of the early Internet and its precursor networks. The 5,000-
processor, high performance computing cluster will serve the needs of advanced research. Mills, 
who was professor of electrical and computer engineering from 1986-2008, continues to teach 
and lead research sponsored by such agencies as the NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Defense 
Advanced Research Projects Agency and the National Science Foundation.  

 

In Memoriam 
John Minto Dawson, who served at director of libraries at UD from 1958 through 1979, died on 
Dec. 6, 2010. During his tenure, there was enormous growth in the library, including the 
planning, design and construction of the original Morris Library.  

Adair B. Gould, a research associate and later faculty member in the biology department , died 
on Dec. 6, 2011. She retired as an associate professor in 1981 after 17 years at UD. 



Alexander Lehrman, an associate professor of foreign languages and literatures, died Oct. 10, 
2011. He had taught at UD since 1989.  

Tai Liu, professor emeritus of history, died Oct. 25, 2011. An expert in 17th century English 
history, he retired from UD in 1993 after 26 years of service. 

Ernest N. Scarborough, who retired from the faculty of the Department of Bioresources 
Engineering in 1983 after 28 years at UD, died Nov. 9, 2011. His service included several years 
as department chairperson.  
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