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Survey Purpose
•  A survey of the University of Delaware’s progress on the  

Path to Prominence (the strategic plan that rolled out in 2008)  
was administered online in November 2014. It was designed  
to gather the UD community’s impressions about which  
areas should be of highest priority in UD’s new strategic plan,  
called “Delaware Will Shine.” The following are the preliminary 
survey results.
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Executive Summary
•  Students, faculty, staff and alumni generally agree that all six 

milestones of the Path to Prominence strategic plan  
(http://www.udel.edu/prominence/) are important.

•  Respondents generally view UD’s progress toward the Path to 
Prominence milestones positively, although there is room for 
improvement on each milestone.

•  Respondent groups differ somewhat regarding UD’s progress 
toward the milestones.
–  Students tend to rate UD’s progress most highly.
–  Faculty tend to agree least strongly that UD is making progress 

toward the milestones.
–  Staff and alumni tend to be more moderate in their responses 

compared to the other groups.
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Survey Design
•  The survey was designed to assess UD’s progress toward the six milestones  

of the Path to Prominence strategic plan.
•  It was administered to all UD students, faculty and staff.  
•  Respondents were asked to rate the importance of various elements of each 

milestone, as well as their perceptions of UD’s performance on each element.  
Below is an example:
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Key Demographics*
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Surveys Completed: 2,441 

*Percentages represent portion of survey 
takers from each demographic group;  
i.e., of the 2,441 surveys completed,  
15% were completed by faculty members. 



Summary of Results
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Rating Scale 
1 – Strongly Agree 
2 – Agree 
3 – Neutral 
4 – Disagree 
5 – Strongly Disagree 

Strongly  
Disagree 
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Strongly  
Agree 

The size of the circles corresponds to the number of respondents in that group.  


