Undergraduate Assessment Reporting Steps

Provide your program’s mission statement below:

	


Send your curriculum map to CFEE-Info@udel.edu so that we can upload it to the Assessment database. This needs to be done every time you make a change to your map; however, it does not need to be re-sent every time you document the assessment of your learning goals.

For every programmatic learning goal your program has, copy, paste, and complete the table below.  (Note: The cells in the table will expand to accommodate your entries.)


	Formulate Programmatic Learning Goal
	 Write one observable and measurable learning goal. For an undergraduate learning goal, please connect it with at least one General Education Goal.

	Measure Performance in 2 Ways. One must be a Direct Measure. 
	Direct Measure(s) used:

 

 

Indirect Measure(s) used: 


	Ascertain Criteria for Success 

 
	A level of performance expected to be attained by student in order to meet the goal - a benchmark

	Observe and Summarize Results
	Direct Measure(s)

 

Indirect Measure(s)


	Use of Results for Improvement  
	 As a result of your assessment, what changes to your program or the assessment process are you planning to implement?
 If already implemented, please indicate what changes have been made.

	Resources Needed 
	 What resources if any do you need implement these improvements?


Biological Sciences Assessment Cycle I (Only first learning goal is shown to save space)
	Mission Statement
	The mission of the Department of Biology is to provide a first-rate education for undergraduates in the biological sciences. This mission is accomplished through high-quality instruction in the traditional classroom and in student-faculty research. The faculty recognizes that student involvement is meaningful; original research is a critical component in a strong biology program.

The department is committed to providing an excellent education in biology by helping students to acquire

· fundamental knowledge in biology spanning from molecular biology to ecology

· the ability to critically analyze information

· the ability to draw connections among different areas of biology and between biology and the liberal arts

· the ability to effectively communicate knowledge and ideas to others within and outside the field of biology

	Formulate Programmatic Learning Goal
	 Students will demonstrate written communication skills important for communicating scientific ideas. (General Education- Written Communications Goal)

	Measure Performance in 2 Ways. One must be a Direct Measure. 
	Direct Measure(s) Collected scores on Lab report rubric from intro major lab courses and senior level courses.
Indirect Measure(s) Collected survey results pre/post

	Ascertain Criteria for Success 

 
	Direct Measure(s) Students will score at the Proficient Level on a scientific writing rubric from intro major lab courses and senior level courses.  Rubric Scale = 1-Unsatisfactory, 2- Satisfactory, 3- Proficient, 4-Excellent

Indirect Measure(s) On a pre/post survey given in Freshman and senior level lab courses, students will self report increased confidence with scientific writing .

	Observe and Summarize Results
	Direct Measure(s)

We observed that less than 50% of our majors scored at the 2 level -satisfactory on lab report assignments in intro and senior level courses.

 

Indirect Measure(s)- Students reported a lack of confidence in scientific writing and showed no statistically significant gains after completing the senior lab class

We examined our curriculum map and noticed that no classes were teaching or assessing writing

	Use of Results for Improvement  
	We decided to implement more instruction in all lab courses on how to effectively write a lab report
We also decided that we would share our rubric with students

	Resources Needed 
	We requested money to hire and train peer Biological Science tutors to provide additional assistance to students to write more effectively. Requested money from the Dean’s office to hire and train GA’s for the Writing Center and money for publication materials on “how to write a lab report”


Round II

Biological Sciences has seen a steady improvement in student writing within introductory lab courses. They will continue to track over time and measure to see if their graduating seniors are still capable of communicating effectively.  

Writing Rubric for Lab Report
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